
FINAL AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF PORTAGE

 AUGUST 8, 2017

7:30 p.m. Call to Order. 
Invocation: Father Stan Witek of St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church. 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call. 

Proclamations: 

A. Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes.

1. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 25, 2017.

2. Pre­Council Meeting Minutes of August 7, 2017.

* B. Approval of Consent Agenda Motions.

* C. Accounts Payable Register:

1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the Accounts Payable 
Register of August 8, 2017 as presented.

D. Public Hearings:

* 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council adopt the proposed amendments 
to the City of Portage Code of Ordinances, Chapter 34, Fire Prevention and Protection.

E. Petitions and Statements of Citizens:

F. Reports from the Administration:

* 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council:

1. accept the application for an industrial tax abatement for 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue, and
2. adopt Resolution No. 1­17 setting a public hearing on the expansion of Industrial Development 

District No. 55 for 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue on August 22, 2017.

* 2. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council grant final approval for 
Copperleaf Phase 2 single­family residential site condominium subject to:

1. completion of sidewalks and street trees by November 2019, and
2. Association By­laws be amended to include the Phase 2 Maintenance and Indemnification 

agreements between the Association and the City of Portage.

* 3. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the Final Plan for 
Streamsong ­ Phase I at 715 West Osterhout Avenue, subject to conditions.

* 4. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve a two­year contract 
renewal, with the option of one two­year renewal, with Delta Dental Plan of Michigan for employee dental 
insurance and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents on behalf of the city.

* 5. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council award a three­year contract 
renewal to Michigan Employees' Retirement System (MERS) for the administration and investment of the 
Other Post Employment Benefit (OPEB) trust fund and authorize the City Manager to execute all 
documents related to this contract on behalf of the city.

* 6. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve a Permit for a Fireworks 
Display on August 12, 2017, with a rain date of August 13, 2017, to be conducted by Wade Shows, Inc., 
and located at Crossroads Mall as part of the "Crossroads Summer Family Festival."  

* 7. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council award a contract to Williams 
Architects of Itasca, Illinois, in the amount of $232,500 for architectural services for Fire Station No. 2 and 
authorize the City Manager to execute all documents on behalf of the city.
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* 8. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve a contract in the amount 
of $25,000 with Southwest Michigan First to support economic development activities in the City of 
Portage and authorize the City Manager to execute the contract on behalf of the city.

G. Communications:

1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council designate the City Manager as the 
official City of Portage voting representative for the Michigan Municipal League Annual Meeting.

H. Unfinished Business:

* I. Minutes of Boards and Commissions Meetings:

a. Historic District Commission of June 7 and July 12, 2017.

b. Park Board Ad Hoc Bicycle Advisory Committee of July 12, 2017 ­ DRAFT.

c. Planning Commission of July 20, 2017.

J. Council Committee Reports:

K. New Business:

L. Bid Tabulations:

* 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council award a construction contract for 
the 2017­2018 Local Streets Reconstruction Program to Michigan Paving & Materials Company of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, in an amount not to exceed $1,038,360.35 and authorize the City Manager to 
execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of the city. 

* 2. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council:

1. approve the low bid of $145,583.17 from Michigan Paving & Materials Company,
2. award Change Order #1 in the amount of $104,416.51 and
3. award Change Order #2 in the amount of $59,950.50,

for a grand total cost of $309,950.18 for Summer Mill and Fill Program Phase II asphalt repairs to major 
and local streets and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to these actions on behalf 
of the city.

* 3. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council award a contract to Abonmarche 
Consultants, Incorporated, in the amount not to exceed $182,000 to perform engineering services for the 
reconstruction of South Westnedge Avenue from Romence Road to Mall Drive and authorize the City 
Manager to execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of the city.

M. Other City Matters:

1. Statements of Citizens.

2. From City Council and City Manager.

* 3. Reminder of Meetings:

a. Wednesday, August 9, 7:00 p.m., Environmental Board, City Hall Room No. 1. 

b. Monday, August 14, 7:00 p.m., Zoning Board of Appeals, Council Chambers. 

c. Wednesday, August 16, 2:30 p.m., Senior Citizen Advisory Board, Portage Senior Center. 

d. Wednesday, August 16, 7:00 p.m., Austin Lake Governmental Lake Board Public Hearing, Council 
Chambers. 
e. Thursday, August 17, 7:00 p.m., District Library Board, Portage District Library. 

f. Thursday, August 17, 7:00 p.m., Planning Commission, Council Chambers. 

N. Materials Transmitted.

* 1. Materials Transmitted of July 25, 2017.
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Adjournment. 
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DRAFT 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FROM JULY 25, 2017 

 

 The Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Strazdas at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 At the request of Mayor Strazdas, Tim Earl gave an invocation and City Council and the audience 

recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The City Clerk called the roll with the following members present:  Councilmembers Richard Ford, 

Jim Pearson, Patricia Randall and Claudette Reid, Mayor Pro Tem Nasim Ansari and Mayor Peter 

Strazdas.  Councilmember Terry Urban was absent with notice and excuse.  Also in attendance were 

City Manager Laurence Shaffer, City Attorney Randy Brown and City Clerk James R. Hudson.  

   

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion by Ansari, seconded by Ford, to approve the Regular 

Meeting Minutes of July 11, 2017, as presented.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried 6 to 0. 

  Motion by Randall, seconded by Reid, to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of July 11, 

2017, as presented.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried 6 to 0. 

  Motion by Reid, seconded by Randall, to approve the Pre-Council Meeting Minutes of  

July 24, 2017, as presented.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried 4 to 0 with Councilmember Ford and 

Mayor Strazdas abstaining. 

 

* CONSENT AGENDA:  Mayor Strazdas asked Mayor Pro Tem Ansari to read the Consent Agenda.  

Councilmember Pearson asked that Item F.2, Amendment to the Code of Ordinances, be removed from 

the Consent Agenda, and Councilmember Reid asked that Item F.1, Stryker Way/Portage Road Traffic 

Signal and Intersection Project – Engineering Services, be removed from the Consent Agenda.  Mayor 

Pro Tem Ansari indicated that he would be abstaining from Item F.3, FY 2017-2018 Community 

Development Block Grant and General Fund Contracts, and Mayor Strazdas recused himself from Item 

F.5, Closed Session.  Motion by Reid, seconded by Ford, to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  

Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 6 to 0.   

 

* APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER OF JULY 25, 2017:  Motion by Reid, 

seconded by Ford, to approve the Accounts Payable Register of July 25, 2017, as presented.  Upon a roll 

call vote, motion carried 6 to 0. 

 

 PETITIONS AND STATEMENTS OF CITIZENS:  Christopher Burns, 5706 Briarhill Court, 

announced his candidacy for City Council of the City of Portage and provided some of his credentials. 

  Tim Earl, 6862 Shallowford Way, announced his candidacy for City Council of the City of 

Portage and provided some of his credentials. 

 

 REPORTS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:   

 

   STRYKER WAY/PORTAGE ROAD TRAFFIC SIGNAL AND INTERSECTION 

PROJECT – ENGINEERING SERVICES:  Councilmember Reid summarized this request and asked 

for an explanation for the citizens of why this contract award did not go out for bid and how this is 

different from other contracts with the City.  Mayor Strazdas deferred to City Manager Shaffer, who 

indicated that Wightman and Associates is intimately familiar with Portage road infrastructure and the 

MDOT Grant process involved in this type of situation.  He noted that the City received a grant for 

approximately $260,000 from the State of Michigan to install a signal on Portage Road to accommodate 

the new Stryker development on Stryker Way.  He mentioned that one task for Wightman and 

Associates is to coordinate this project from a grant perspective with MDOT in order to meet all of the 

requirements of the grant; secondly, Wightman and Associates will have to work with Stryker in a very 

high quality and expeditious manner to completion.  He said that the city will have no initial money into 
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this project, so the entire signal will be funded by MDOT; and the amount not funded by MDOT will 

initially be funded by Stryker and will be part of the TIFA at the end of the project.   He summed up by 

saying that for reasons of quality, expediency and the City liaison contact with MDOT, this is in the best 

interest of the City and ensures the project moves along quickly in a high quality manner.  He concluded 

that Wightman and Associates was the firm that could best do this. 

 Councilmember Reid expressed her appreciation that this information was made public as 

Portage does a lot of contracting and the bid process is the method used to ensure quality contractors as 

well as best price; so, when a contract is presented without having gone through the bid process, there 

needs to be an explanation of why that is being done. 

  Motion by Reid, seconded by Randall, to approve an engineering services contract with 

Wightman & Associates, Incorporated, in the amount of $47,875 for the new Stryker Way/Portage Road 

Traffic Signal and Intersection Improvements and authorize the City Manager to sign all documents 

related to the contract on behalf of the city.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 6 to 0. 

 

   AMENDMENT TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES:  Councilmember Pearson reviewed 

the item and indicated that the Communication from the City Manager reads that the proposed 

amendment will not have any significant impact on the Portage community.  He explained that changes 

are not always a problem with large companies because they have staff.  He commented how the Fire 

Department performs great inspections, then focused on the small business people who comment to City 

Council regarding the voluminous tracking requirements, cost and things that are passed without regard 

to cost and explained.  With that, he asked for the expenses, the time commitments and the extra 

recordkeeping that will be imposed on small businesses if these amendments to Chapter 34 are passed 

on August 8, 2017.  Mr. Shaffer acknowledged the good questions asked by Councilmembers Reid and 

Pearson at the Pre-Council Meeting of July 24, and mentioned the two open house seminars presented 

by the Fire Department to provide education to the public regarding these proposed changes and to 

obtain feedback.   

   Mr. Shaffer deferred to Senior Deputy Fire Chief of Operations John Podgorski, who indicated 

that in this update, no additional cost will be passed on to Small Business owners unlike the last update 

and explained.  He contended that these amendments contain mostly life safety elements compatible 

with the rest of the Construction Codes, particularly the Building Code.  He said that the two Codes 

intertwine a lot, that the Construction Code was updated in 2015, and that the attempt here is to update 

the Fire Code to ensure compatibility because staff often works out of two different codes.  He 

confirmed that he is not aware of extra recordkeeping for Mayor Strazdas. 

   Next, Councilmember Pearson asked if the reference to “Open Burning” in Sections 307 and 

105.6.32 affects residents and explained himself.  Chief Podgorski explained that the word “permit” was 

struck out of the International Fire Code because the permit process is performed out of the local 

ordinance, and otherwise there were no changes for the resident.  Discussion followed. 

   Motion by Pearson, seconded by Ansari, to accept for first reading the proposed amendments 

to the City of Portage Code of Ordinances, Chapter 34, Fire Prevention and Protection, and set a public 

hearing at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as may be heard on August 8, 2017, to consider final adoption.  

Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 6 to 0.  Discussion followed. 

 

*   FY 2017-2018 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT AND GENERAL 

FUND CONTRACTS:  Motion by Reid, seconded by Ford, to approve the Fiscal Year 2017-2018 

Community Development Block Grant contracts and General Fund Human/Public Services contracts, 

and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to the contracts on behalf of the city.  

Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 5 to 0 with Mayor Pro Tem Ansari abstaining. 

 

*   UNSAFE/UNFIT STRUCTURE – RAZE ORDER FOR 1411 WEST CENTRE 

AVENUE:  Motion by Reid, seconded by Ford, to approve an order by the Construction Board of 

Appeals to raze and remove the single family home, accessory building and junk/debris located at    

1411 West Centre Avenue.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 6 to 0. 
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*   CLOSED SESSION:  Motion by Reid, seconded by Ford, to hold a closed session 

immediately following the regular meeting to discuss pending litigation and attorney client privileged 

communications.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 5 to 0 with Mayor Strazdas recusing himself 

from the session. 

 

*   JUNE 2017 ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT:  Motion by Randall, seconded by Ansari, to 

receive the communication from the City Manager regarding the June 2017 Environmental Summary 

Report as information only.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 6 to 0. 

 

* MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  City Council received the minutes of the 

Portage Youth Advisory Committee of June 16, 2017, and the Portage Public Schools Board of 

Education Minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 26 and Special Meeting of June 27, 2017. 

 

 COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 

  2017 COMMUNITY SURVEY:  At the request of Mayor Strazdas, Councilmember Reid 

reviewed the discussion of the Council Community Survey Committee.  For question number 4, she 

indicated that the question now reads, “If you feel there is a problem with the Deer Population within the 

Portage City Limits, which of the following identifies your concerns? (Check all that apply.)” instead of,  

“If you feel there is a problem with the Deer Population within the Portage City Limits, which of the 

following issues do you feel should be addressed? (Check all that apply.)”  Under the original 

formulation, she indicated it appeared that the City was going to address these different things in 

different ways, so changing the verbiage, the question asks why do you think there is a problem and 

what are your concerns.  This allows the City to track whether efforts to manage the deer population are 

effective on the items that are of the most concern by the citizens.   

  Next, she recited question number 12 and question number 13 regarding Medical Marihuana 

and listed the answer options citing the removal of the word “only” after the second answer option in 

each question because it made the question sound like the City was asking the resident if there was a 

preference to service only Portage residents, and no people outside of Portage, which is too restrictive 

when the intent of the question is to help Council determine how many dispensaries and how many of 

each type of license, if any, there will be in the City of Portage.  Discussion followed.  

  Motion by Randall, seconded by Ansari, to approve changes to the annual survey document as 

recommended by the City Council Community Survey Committee and authorize the City Manager to 

execute all related documents.  Discussion followed.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 6 to 0. 

 

 RECESS TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION:  8:10 p.m. 

 RECONVENE FROM CLOSE SESSION:  8:36 p.m. 

 

 OTHER CITY MATTERS: 

 

 STATEMENTS OF CITY COUNCIL:  Councilmember Ford expressed his regrets for not 

being able to attend the Stryker Ribbon-cutting event, but he was at the Kzoo Spartan non-profit golf 

outing fundraiser.  He acknowledged the Tom Haroldson article and pictures on mLive saying it looked 

like a very nice event. 

 Councilmember Pearson commented that there were approximately 250 people present at the 

Stryker ribbon-cutting event and, as a Councilmember, what struck him the most were the comments 

from Stryker indicating that the reason for the expansion of the company is because Portage is a great 

place to be; in Portage we are concerned about each other; and it’s a great community.  He also said that 

they mentioned that they could be in China, but this is a place where people who come to interview like 

it here and want to raise their families here. 
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  Councilmember Reid indicated that being able to be at the ground breaking of Stryker was very 

exciting because of what is going to be happening there.  She said that Stryker is looking at having the 

actual opening of the facility at the end of 2019, a full two years.  Claudette Reid, 5419 Woodmont, also 

announced her candidacy for City Council of the City of Portage, provided some of her credentials, and 

indicated that she is looking forward to the upcoming challenges for the City and for the new Council. 

  Councilmember Randall extolled praise on Stryker and their decision to expand in Portage, 

and indicted Stryker is what brought her family here when her Father was recruited and interviewed as a 

Medical Doctor by Homer Stryker in the early 60’s; so, there is a long line of appreciation for Stryker in 

her family.  She also mentioned that the United States Tennis Association (USTA) is sponsoring the 

Boys 16 & 18 National Tennis Championships at Kalamazoo College, 1200 Academy Street, August 6 

through 14, as an opportunity to see competition at a very high level.  She commented that this is a huge 

economic opportunity for the region, a chance for the great hotels and many restaurants of Portage to 

prosper, and another example of regional cooperation and collaboration.  With that, she urged people to 

attend. 

  With regard to the groundbreaking ceremony at Stryker, Mayor Pro Tem Ansari commented it 

is no coincidence that Stryker and Portage have enjoyed a long and fruitful relationship since both have 

considered each other a partner.  He said that the expansion could not have happened without the history 

of this productive partnership and explained.  He praised Homer Stryker and Stryker Corporation.    

  Mayor Strazdas concurred that the groundbreaking ceremony at Stryker was a great day in 

Portage, mentioned that he had the privilege of working with the team owing to his engagement with the 

construction committee and the architecture design committee.  He said it was inevitable, good timing 

and indicated that it is great that it happened this year.  In speaking with Lieutenant Governor Brian 

Calley, he learned that Mr. Calley never connected that the City of Portage was just a mile or two from 

Kalamazoo, and that there is a Fortune 500 company investing a billion dollars over ten years.  He also 

said he appreciated the fact that the broader Southwest Michigan community can work together, and 

singled out City Manager Larry Shaffer and Southwest Michigan First as leaders in our community who 

enable special things to happen through their collaboration.  Further, Mayor Strazdas said that 

Lieutenant Governor Calley recognized that there is some special magic happening in Portage and 

Southwest Michigan.  Mayor Strazdas gave full credit to the City Council as the policymakers who set 

the tone and explained.  He offered his assistance with the transition to the new Council and wished 

“Good Luck” to the candidates running for Council.  

 

* MATERIALS TRANSMITTED:  Motion by Randall, seconded by Ansari, to receive the Materials 

Transmitted of July 17, 2017, and the Department Monthly Reports for June.  Upon a roll call vote, 

motion carried 6 to 0. 

 

 ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Strazdas adjourned the meeting at 8:46 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                            ______________________________     

            James R. Hudson, City Clerk 

 
* Indicates items included on the Consent Agenda.  
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MINUTES FROM THE SPECIAL PRE-MEETING  

OF THE PORTAGE CITY COUNCIL  

OF AUGUST 7, 2017 

 

  Mayor Strazdas called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  The following members 

of City Council were present:  Mayor Pro Tem Ansari and Mayor Peter Strazdas.  The 

following members of City Council were present via the conference phone line:  

Councilmembers Richard Ford, Jim Pearson and Patricia M. Randall.  Councilmembers 

Claudette Reid and Terry Urban were absent with notice and excuse.  Also in attendance 

were City Manager Larry Shaffer, Deputy City Manager Rob Boulis and City Clerk 

James Hudson.   

  Under Item F.4, Delta Dental Plan of Michigan Insurance, Councilmember Ford 

asked why there was a 2.9% decrease in the premiums with no change in coverage, and 

Deputy City Manager Rob Boulis responded that the determination of the cost of the 

premium is experience rated, that it was hard to understand, and pointed out that the 

employees are going to the Dentist twice a year which reduces exposure.  Under Item 

F.5, Other Post Employment Benefits (OPED) Trust Fund and Administration – 

Contract Renewal, Councilmember Ford asked why there was a reduction in the annual 

service fees, and City Manager Larry Shaffer responded that the fees have been sliding 

down for a couple of years now based upon expenses, administrative costs and the  

improvement in investments.  Deputy City Manager Boulis pointed out that OPED is 

part of the Michigan Employees’ Retirement System (MERS) and has a system wide 

basis, while Delta Dental Plan of Michigan Insurance has a basis of City of Portage 

employees only. 

  Mayor Strazdas asked if the three bid tabulations on the Agenda wraps up all of 

the road construction, and City Manager Shaffer responded in the affirmative along with 

some additional Act 51 funds and some additional work on Centre Avenue.  Mayor 

Strazdas indicated he was getting a lot of calls regarding the Oakland Drive Bridge, and   

Mr. Shaffer pointed out that the Bridge is a State project and all calls should go to the 

Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT).  

  When Mayor Pro Tem Nasim Ansari asked when the Angling Road project 

would end, Mr. Shaffer indicated it should be completed by the end of September.  As 

further explanation of the amount of time necessary, he made reference to the extra time 

spent on the public relations aspect of the project when it was initiated, and he 

mentioned that the sewer line was 30 feet deep which wreaked some havoc owing to the 

dewatering requirement. 

 

 ADJOURN:  Mayor Strazdas adjourned the meeting at 8:07 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________     

                              James Hudson, City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM C.1.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Accounts Payable Register
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: William Furry, Director of Finance
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council approve the Accounts Payable Register of 

August 8, 2017 as presented.
 
The City Council reviews and approves the bi-weekly Accounts Payable Register which includes 
automated clearing house payments, paper checks and auto-pay payments. The attached Accounts 
Payable Register covers the period July 16, 2017 through July 30, 2017 and notes $835,338.68 in 
automated clearing house payments, $693,991.89 in paper checks and $64,859.53 in auto-pay 
payments for a grand total of $1,594,190.10.

 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
Attachments: 1. Accounts Payable Register
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Check Type: ACH Transaction

Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
07/28/2017 7207(A) A NEW LEAF PLANT CARE  85.00
07/28/2017 7208(A) A-1 SIGNS PLAYGROUND SIGNS     1,350.00
07/28/2017 7209(A) ABONMARCHE CONSULTANTS, INC ENGINEERING SERVICES  21,618.74
07/28/2017 7210(A) ACCESS EMPLOYER STAFFING SERVICES TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES  3,563.52
07/28/2017 7211(A) ALL CITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC. CROSSING GUARDS  1,246.32
07/28/2017 7212(A) ALL-PHASE ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES  189.60
07/28/2017 7213(A) ALL-TRONICS, INC. ALARM MONITORING  515.40
07/28/2017 7214(A) ALRO STEEL CORPORATION SERVICES TRAILER STE  1,307.18
07/28/2017 7215(A) AMERICAN SAFETY & FIRST AID RAMONA PARK FIRST AID  118.46
07/28/2017 7216(A) ANIMAL REMOVAL SERVICE, LLC JUNE SERVICES        1,075.00
07/28/2017 7217(A) APOLLO FIRE APPARATUS REPAIR FIRE APPARATUS REPAIRS  356.96
07/28/2017 7218(A) AUMACK, MICHAEL UMPIRE PAYROLL  475.00
07/28/2017 7219(A) BCHS-HELPNET HELPNET EAP PROGRAM  1,614.69
07/28/2017 7220(A) BEEBE, RONALD E. UMPIRE PAYROLL  144.00
07/28/2017 7221(A) BILL'S LOCK SHOP, INC. PADLOCKS             912.00
07/28/2017 7222(A) BRENNER OIL CO. GASOLINE             10,670.14
07/28/2017 7223(A) CARRIER & GABLE TRAFFIC SIGNAL CAMERA  12,680.00
07/28/2017 7224(A) CLEAN EARTH ENVIRONMENTAL SERV SLUDGE REMOVAL SERVICE  6,912.50
07/28/2017 7225(A) CONCRETE PREPARATION SERVICES LLC COURT PREPARATION  3,600.00
07/28/2017 7226(A) DATA CONSTRUCTS LLC WEBSITE HOSTING SERV  97.95
07/28/2017 7227(A) DEER CONTRACTING & LANDSCAPE WALL REPAIR          6,797.00
07/28/2017 7228(A) DELTA DENTAL PLAN OF MICHIGAN DENTAL PLAN INSURANCE  18,201.25
07/28/2017 7229(A) DUST & CAMPBELL, P.C. MTT JUNE RESEARCH  175.00
07/28/2017 7230(A) EG WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES  536.56
07/28/2017 7231(A) EKLOV, ERICA 7/11/17 CITY COUNCIL DINNER  105.07
07/28/2017 7232(A) ENGINEERED PROTECTION SYSTEMS, INC. ALARM SYSTEM MONITOR  1,687.08
07/28/2017 7233(A) FARM N GARDEN SPLIT RAIL FENCE     553.86
07/28/2017 7234(A) FARO TECHNOLOGIES, INC. SERVICE AGREEMENT    7,210.00
07/28/2017 7235(A) FERRELLGAS, LP CYLINDER RENTAL      12.00
07/28/2017 7236(A) FURRY, WILLIAM MGFOA M-SHIP, TELLY AWARD APP  341.53
07/28/2017 7237(A) GAIL ANDRUS TRAVEL TRIP VENDOR PAYMENT  1,741.75

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  7/16/2017  to:  7/30/2017
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
07/28/2017 7238(A) GLOBAL TELEMATIC SOLUTIONS LLC GTS MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION  625.00
07/28/2017 7239(A) GREATER KALAMAZOO UNITED WAY JULY 2017 CONTRIBUTIONS  755.84
07/28/2017 7240(A) GRIFFIN PEST SOLUTIONS, INC. FIRE FACILITY MAINT  185.00
07/28/2017 7241(A) INDUSCO SUPPLY CO., INC. BATHROOM SUPPLIES  181.45
07/28/2017 7242(A) IRISH AYRES ENTERPRISES, LLC MOWING AND LANDSCAPING  4,356.00
07/28/2017 7243(A) J & J LAWN SERVICE, INC. MOWING AND TRIMMING  6,163.00
07/28/2017 7244(A) J-AD GRAPHICS, INC NEWSLETTERS  998.00
07/28/2017 7245(A) KEHOE, EDWARD J PROGRAM INSTRUCTOR  310.00
07/28/2017 7246(A) KIEL, MICHAEL UMPIRE PAYROLL  84.00
07/28/2017 7247(A) LAKE MICHIGAN MAILERS, INC. MAIL PROCESSING  29.24
07/28/2017 7248(A) M & M CUSTOM FABRICATING INC. NAME BADGES RANGERS  42.69
07/28/2017 7249(A) MAPLE HILL SPRINKLING, INC. IRRIGATION MAINTENANCE  6,105.00
07/28/2017 7250(A) MATERIALS RESOURCES T-SHIRTS - PARKS SEASONALS  1,118.48
07/28/2017 7251(A) MAURER'S TEXTILE RENTAL SERVICES 16/17 BUDGET UNIFORM  18.51
07/28/2017 7252(A) MCCULLIN, LARRY W. UMPIRE PAYROLL  368.00
07/28/2017 7253(A) MEJEUR ELECTRIC LLC ELECTRICAL REPAIRS   587.00
07/28/2017 7254(A) NEW FRESH CLEANING SERVICE JANITORIAL SERVICES  1,617.00
07/28/2017 7255(A) OGDEN, JESSE UMPIRE PAYROLL  42.00
07/28/2017 7256(A) OMM ENGINEERING, INC. ENGINEERING SERVICES  16,169.50
07/28/2017 7257(A) PCM SALES, INC. FY 2017-18 MONTHLY IT  40,960.00
07/28/2017 7258(A) PERCEPTIVE CONTROLS, INC. SCADA MAINTENANCE  22,962.91
07/28/2017 7259(A) PLM LAKE & LAND MANAGEMENT 2017 WEST LAKE MANAGEMENT  20,250.00
07/28/2017 7260(A) PORTAGE FIREFIGHTERS JULY 2017 UNION DUES  1,726.08
07/28/2017 7261(A) PORTAGE ON-CALL FIREFIGHTERS JULY 2017 UNION DUES  80.00
07/28/2017 7262(A) PORTAGE POLICE OFFICERS ASSOC JULY 2017 UNION DUES  714.00
07/28/2017 7263(A) PREIN & NEWHOF PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  1,545.70
07/28/2017 7264(A) PROFESSIONAL BUILDING SERVICES LLC JANITORIAL SERVICES  3,197.54
07/28/2017 7265(A) QUADRANT II MARKETING, LLC NEWSLETTER AUGUST  2,043.40
07/28/2017 7266(A) RIDGE AUTO NAPA MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES  50.16
07/28/2017 7267(A) RIETH-RILEY CONSTRUCTION CO.,  INC HOT PATCH            19,870.27
07/28/2017 7268(A) ROAD EQUIPMENT PARTS CENTER MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES  2,733.97
07/28/2017 7269(A) ROBINSON, KEVIN UMPIRE PAYROLL  210.00

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  7/16/2017  to:  7/30/2017
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
07/28/2017 7270(A) S B F ENTERPRISES, INC. PRINTING AND PROCESSING  2,923.98
07/28/2017 7271(A) SEVERANCE ELECTRIC COMPANY,INC TRAFFIC SIGNAL REPAIRS  232,539.55
07/28/2017 7272(A) SNELL, DEBRA PROGRAM INSTRUCTOR  192.00
07/28/2017 7273(A) SOLARWINDS, INC. SOLARWINDS SOFTWARE  1,422.00
07/28/2017 7274(A) SUEZ WATER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES UTILITY SYSTEM OPERATIONS  167,775.40
07/28/2017 7275(A) THE POSTMAN INC. FENCE REPAIR  545.00
07/28/2017 7276(A) THOMPSON, HELENE PROGRAM INSTRUCTOR  260.00
07/28/2017 7277(A) TOO CLEAN JANITORIAL CLEANING MAINTENANCE  5,395.00
07/28/2017 7278(A) TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC. SOFTWARE MAINTENANCE  150,730.00
07/28/2017 7279(A) UNITED AUTO. IMPLEMENT WORKERS 2290 JULY 2017 UNION DUES  449.34
07/28/2017 7280(A) USA SOFTBALL OF MICHIGAN SOFTBALLS            2,680.00
07/28/2017 7281(A) VANDERBERG, WARD M UMPIRE PAYROLL  141.00
07/28/2017 7282(A) VANDERVEEN, LAUREN CPA RENEWAL  289.91
07/28/2017 7283(A) WEST MICHIGAN STAMP & SEAL,INC NAME PLATES  36.40
07/28/2017 7284(A) WEST SHORE SERVICES, INC REPAIRS TO SIREN SITE  959.18
07/28/2017 7285(A) WIGHTMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC. ENGINEERING SERVICES  2,781.25
07/28/2017 7286(A) WINGFOOT COMMERCIAL TIRE FIRE APPARATUS MAINT  1,517.29
07/28/2017 7287(A) WOLVERINE LAWN SERVICE, INC. IRRIGATION SYSTEM REPAIRS  34.08
07/28/2017 7288(A) WOOD PLUMBING LLC, D BACKFLOW PREVENTER  2,674.00

ACH Payments:  835,338.68

Check Type: Paper Check
07/18/2017 303006 MML UNEMPLOYMENT FUND QUARTERLY CONTRIBUTIONS  97.13
07/28/2017 303007 10TH DISTRICT COURT BAIL BOND  150.00
07/28/2017 303008 10TH DISTRICT COURT BAIL BOND  500.00
07/28/2017 303009 12TH DISTRICT COURT BAIL BOND  281.00
07/28/2017 303010 A T & T MAINTENANCE CONTRACT  10,449.84
07/28/2017 303011 A T & T TELEPHONE SERVICE  1,965.06
07/28/2017 303012 A T & T LONG DISTANCE LONG DISTANCE SERVICE  9.00
07/28/2017 303013 A-1 ASPHALT SEALING & REPAIR, INC. MEREDITH BUS STOP  19,999.14
07/28/2017 303014 ABILITY MEP LLC HVAC ENGINEERING  16,898.84
07/28/2017 303015 ACE PARKING LOT STRIPING, INC. PARKING LOT REPAIRS & STRIPING  367.00

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  7/16/2017  to:  7/30/2017
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
07/28/2017 303016 ADP, INC. BI-WEEKLY PAYROLL  4,314.15
07/28/2017 303017 AICPA AICPA DUES -2017-18  265.00
07/28/2017 303018 ALLEGRA PRINT & IMAGING CARDS AND ENVELOPES  1,259.03
07/28/2017 303019 ALLIED MECHANICAL SERVICE BACKFLOW PREVENTER  1,546.45
07/28/2017 303020 ARTWEAR APPAREL GRAPHICS, INC. KIDS SPORTS SAMPLER  164.00
07/28/2017 303021 ATA NATIONAL TITLE GROUP, LLC OVER PAYMENT  797.50
07/28/2017 303022 ATA NATIONAL TITLE GROUP, LLC REFUND DUE TO 2017 J  680.92
07/28/2017 303023 ATLAS BUSINESS SOLUTIONS, INC. LICENSE FOR YEAR  1,771.20
07/28/2017 303024 BALKEMA EXCAVATING BOND REFUND  360.00
07/28/2017 303025 BEST WAY DISPOSAL, INC. 16/17  CURBSIDE RECYCLING  45,350.72
07/28/2017 303026 BORGESS CORPFIT HMP NEWSLETTER       250.00
07/28/2017 303027 BORGESS HEALTH ALLIANCE MEDICAL SERVICES  136.00
07/28/2017 303028 BORGESS HEALTH ALLIANCE PHYSICAL/CLANDESTINE  279.00
07/28/2017 303029 BROWN, DIANE TRIP REFUND          95.00
07/28/2017 303030 BUETTNER, TOM TRIP VENDOR PAYMENT  75.00
07/28/2017 303031 CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES 16/17 HPS CONTRACT  5,817.50
07/28/2017 303032 CENTER MASS, INC. EMP TRNG - POLICE  299.00
07/28/2017 303033 CHIZEK, MARY TRIP REFUND          1,229.00
07/28/2017 303034 CITY OF KALAMAZOO TREASURER WATER SERVICE  778.74
07/28/2017 303035 CONSUMERS ENERGY-BILL PMT CNT T/S POLE ATTACHMENT  287.98
07/28/2017 303036 COSTAR REALTY INFORMATION, INC. REALTY SALES INFORMATION  321.82
07/28/2017 303037 DAVE'S CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC. CONCRETE FOR PROJECT  2,405.00
07/28/2017 303038 DENOOYER BROTHERS, INC. VEHICLE REPAIR       50.00
07/28/2017 303039 DETERS, JAMES & SARI S BOND REFUND  120.00
07/28/2017 303040 DEWOLF & ASSOCIATES EMP TRNG - POLICE  525.00
07/28/2017 303041 DEWOLF & ASSOCIATES EMP TRNG - POLICE  385.00
07/28/2017 303042 EDWARDS, HENRY UMPIRE PAYROLL  210.00
07/28/2017 303043 EMERGENCY VEHICLE PRODUCTS POLICE VEHICLE MAINT  29.00
07/28/2017 303044 ENGINEERING SUPPLY & IMAGING MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT  1,452.00
07/28/2017 303045 ESKANDER, ALVI RENTAL DEPOSIT REFUND  100.00
07/28/2017 303046 FIRE DEPARTMENT TRAINING NETWORK FIRE OPS TRAINING    1,500.00
07/28/2017 303047 FLETCHER ENTERPRISES PAINTING SERVICES    9,300.00

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  7/16/2017  to:  7/30/2017
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
07/28/2017 303048 FORBES CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATING REFUND OF HYDRANT METER  100.00
07/28/2017 303049 FORSHEE, MARK UMPIRE PAYROLL  141.00
07/28/2017 303050 FORSYTH, LARRY TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY  75.00
07/28/2017 303051 GLEESING, KEVIN TRAINING EXPENSES  60.00
07/28/2017 303052 GREATER KALAMAZOO FOP LODGE 98 JULY 2017 UNION DUES  521.74
07/28/2017 303053 GREATER KALAMAZOO FOP LODGE 98 JULY 2017 UNION DUES  2,800.92
07/28/2017 303054 H J DEATON & SON INC. #10 LIMESTONE FINES  1,966.78
07/28/2017 303055 HACKNEY, JEAN TRIP REFUND          40.00
07/28/2017 303056 HARTMAN, CHARLES UMPIRE PAYROLL  48.00
07/28/2017 303057 HEATH, KEVIN UMPIRE PAYROLL  126.00
07/28/2017 303058 HOGNACHI, DAVID UMPIRE PAYROLL  115.00
07/28/2017 303059 HOME DEPOT FLEET MAINTENANCE    1,494.07
07/28/2017 303060 HOYLE, KATHLEEN HAYLOFT CHAIRS  4,701.50
07/28/2017 303061 HOYLE, KATHLEEN GRAIN ELV CHAIRS  2,350.75
07/28/2017 303062 INT'L PUBLIC MGT ASSOC FOR HR IPMA MEMBERSHIP  397.00
07/28/2017 303063 J. SEBASTIAN TRUCKING & EXC, INC. HYDRANT REFUND  100.00
07/28/2017 303064 JAC'S PROGRAM VENDOR PAYMENT  183.17
07/28/2017 303065 JAC'S PROGRAM VENDOR PAYMENT  137.38
07/28/2017 303066 KALAMAZOO COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER LEXINGTON GREEN DRAIN IMPROV  200,000.00
07/28/2017 303067 KALAMAZOO COUNTY TREASURER COLONIAL ACRES MOBIL  512.50
07/28/2017 303068 KALAMAZOO COUNTY TREASURER'S ASSN REIMBURSE AD - SUMMER  29.20
07/28/2017 303069 KALAMAZOO IN BLOOM, INC. KALAMAZOO IN BLOOM  7,161.65
07/28/2017 303070 KALAMAZOO LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES IRRIGATION REPAIRS  294.53
07/28/2017 303071 KALAMAZOO SPORTSWEAR SILK SCREEN SERVICES  71.25
07/28/2017 303072 KENT COMPANIES, INC. SIDEWALK CONCRETE  795.00
07/28/2017 303073 LAVERDURE, ROBERT UMPIRE PAYROLL  46.00
07/28/2017 303074 LENDERS TITLE SOLUTIONS OVER PAYMENT SUMMER  1,459.84
07/28/2017 303075 LERMA, INC. EMP TRNG  85.00
07/28/2017 303076 LERMA, INC. EMP TRNG  85.00
07/28/2017 303077 LOCKWOOD, SHARON TRIP REFUND          118.00
07/28/2017 303078 LOOMANS, LOWELL TRIP REFUND          100.00
07/28/2017 303079 LOUTHAN, WILLIAM F UMPIRE PAYROLL  48.00

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  7/16/2017  to:  7/30/2017
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
07/28/2017 303080 LYSTER EXTERIORS HUD GRANT HOUSE  10,311.60
07/28/2017 303081 M M R M A LIABILITY INSURANCE  247,738.00
07/28/2017 303082 MAGURA, LUCILLE TRIP REFUND          200.00
07/28/2017 303083 MAGURA, STEPHEN & LUCILLE TRIP REFUND          256.00
07/28/2017 303084 MED EXPRESS URGENT CARE, PC MICH DOT PHYSICAL         95.00
07/28/2017 303085 MENARDS, INC SUPPLIES  365.11
07/28/2017 303086 MIBIZ CMO FY 17-18 MIBIZ S  59.00
07/28/2017 303087 MICH ASSOC OF HOSTAGE NEGOTIATORS EMP TRNG  150.00
07/28/2017 303088 MICH MUNICIPAL POLICE & FIRE REPAIR POLICE VEHICLE REPAIRS  359.21
07/28/2017 303089 MICHIGAN ASSOC. OF SENIOR CENTERS ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP  75.00
07/28/2017 303090 MICHIGAN OFFICE ENVIRONMENTS PARKS OFFICE FURNITURE  2,982.97
07/28/2017 303091 MIDWEST ENERGY COOPERATIVE STREETLIGHT ENERGY  279.24
07/28/2017 303092 MIFMA 2017 MEMBERSHIP  250.00
07/28/2017 303093 MOORS I, LLC CITY MANAGER MEETING  42.71
07/28/2017 303094 MOSQUITO CONTROL OF SW MICHIGAN MOSQUITO SPRAY SERVICES  298.00
07/28/2017 303095 MULDER GLASS AND GLAZING BOND REFUND  100.00
07/28/2017 303096 NAPCH EMP TRNG - POLICE  400.00
07/28/2017 303097 NEAL, JACK AND ELLEN TRIP REFUND          1,000.00
07/28/2017 303098 OFFICE DEPOT, INC. OFFICE SUPPLIES  2,720.65
07/28/2017 303100 OLDENBURG, GEORGANNE TRAVEL VENDOR PAYMENT  700.00
07/28/2017 303101 PATESEL, TERRY UMPIRE PAYROLL  141.00
07/28/2017 303102 PAYNE, DOLORES TRIP REFUND          100.00
07/28/2017 303103 PEERLESS-MIDWEST, INC. WELL PUMP REPLACEMENT  12,850.00
07/28/2017 303104 PETERMAN CONCRETE CO. DPS CONCRETE WORK    1,118.73
07/28/2017 303105 PETERS, DONNA TRIP REFUND          285.00
07/28/2017 303106 PHILLIPS, KATHERINE TRIP REFUND          100.00
07/28/2017 303107 PILGRIM, DIANE TRIP REFUND          123.00
07/28/2017 303108 PULVER CONSTRUCTION BOND REFUND  50.00
07/28/2017 303109 R W LAPINE INC. FURNACE REPLACEMENT  2,852.69
07/28/2017 303110 RATHCO SAFETY SUPPLY, INC. SIGNS AND SIGN MATER  5,566.00
07/28/2017 303111 REPUBLIC SERVICES OF WEST MICHIGAN WASTE SERVICES       813.08
07/28/2017 303112 RHODES, KEVIN UMPIRE PAYROLL  168.00

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  7/16/2017  to:  7/30/2017
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
07/28/2017 303113 RICHARD EVERETT FIRE TRAINING        296.00
07/28/2017 303114 SANDERSON DEHAAN IRRIGATION IRRIGATION SYSTEM REPAIRS  354.50
07/28/2017 303115 SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT SUPPLIES       150.22
07/28/2017 303116 SITEONE LANDSCAPE SUPPLY LLC IRRIGATION SUPPLIES  110.67
07/28/2017 303117 SLENDAK, KIMBERELY HAYLOFT/STUART DEPOSIT  300.00
07/28/2017 303118 SMITH, ROBERT UMPIRE PAYROLL  84.00
07/28/2017 303119 SOMSEL, CAROL TRIP REFUND          50.00
07/28/2017 303120 SONESTA ES SUITES AUBURN HILLS LODGING FOR TRAINING  246.36
07/28/2017 303121 SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN FIRST FY 2016-2017 SWMF CONTRACT  12,500.00
07/28/2017 303122 SPORT COURT OF WEST MICHIGAN BASKETBALL COURT LINES  825.00
07/28/2017 303123 STATE OF MICHIGAN SOR FEES  60.00
07/28/2017 303124 STATE OF MICHIGAN EMP TRNG  65.00
07/28/2017 303125 STATE OF MICHIGAN EMP TRNG  65.00
07/28/2017 303126 STATE OF MICHIGAN EMP TRNG  65.00
07/28/2017 303127 STATE SYSTEMS RADIO, INC RADIO SERVICE - JULY  467.50
07/28/2017 303128 STEENSMA LAWN & POWER EQUIPMENT TRAILER SERVICES     3,420.00
07/28/2017 303129 STOB, EDWARD TRIP REFUND          125.00
07/28/2017 303130 STUDENT HAULERS ABATEMENT 7537 S SPRINKLE  2,800.00
07/28/2017 303131 SWANSON, MARY J BOND REFUND  200.00
07/28/2017 303132 T A SCOTT CONSTRUCTION BOND REFUND  327.50
07/28/2017 303133 T. RIDENOUR CONSTRUCTION STAMPED CONCRETE REP  5,314.00
07/28/2017 303134 TODD ARBANAS ENTERPRISES INC. TREE CLEARING SERVICE  1,900.00
07/28/2017 303135 UNDERGROUND SECURITY COMPANY UNDERGROUND RECORDS  1,782.90
07/28/2017 303136 UNIQUE IDEAS WOOD CARVINGS        2,750.00
07/28/2017 303137 UNITED PARCEL SERVICE WEEKLY DELIVERY  12.00
07/28/2017 303138 UNITED STATES TREASURY IRS FORM 720  128.82
07/28/2017 303139 USABLUEBOOK HYDRANT METERS       2,817.08
07/28/2017 303140 VERIZON WIRELESS SERVICES, LLC TELEPHONE SERVICE  1,822.86
07/28/2017 303141 WATKINS, GREG UMPIRE PAYROLL  144.00
07/28/2017 303142 WEDEL'S INC. PLANTING SOIL        974.35
07/28/2017 303143 WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY GEOGRAPHICAL AERIAL PHOTO  1,488.00
07/28/2017 303144 WIKEL, ESTHER M & KIM TAX REFUND  131.37

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
07/28/2017 303145 WILLIAM F. PIPER, PLC TAX REFUND  129.47
07/28/2017 303146 FAIR HOUSING CENTER OF SW MICHIGAN 16/17 HPS CONTRACTS  500.00

Paper Checks:  693,991.89

Check Type: Auto-Pay
7/17/2017 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC  1,220.63
7/18/2017 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC  662.30
7/19/2017 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC  14,715.26
7/20/2017 RANDALL BROWN & ASSOC ATTORNEY PAYMENT  18,810.00
7/21/2017 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC  11,742.09
7/24/2017 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC  171.10
7/26/2017 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC  17,477.17
7/27/2017 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC  60.98

Auto-Pay Payments:  64,859.53

Grand Total:  1,594,190.10

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM D.1.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Amendment to the Code of Ordinances
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Nicholas Armold, Director of Public Safety - Police / Fire Chief
John Podgorski, Senior Deputy Fire Chief

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council adopt the proposed amendments to the City 

of Portage Code of Ordinances, Chapter 34, Fire Prevention and 
Protection.

 
The City of Portage currently enforces the 2012 International Fire Code as part of the Code of 
Ordinances, Chapter 34, Fire Prevention and Protection.  Updating to the newer 2015 International Fire 
Code is recommended and will not have any significant impact to the Portage community.
 
In an attempt to solicit public input and answer questions pertaining to the recommended Fire Code 
update, two public open houses were publicized and conducted twice on July 12, 2017.  To 
accommodate citizen schedules, two sessions were provided, one at 2:00 p.m. and another at 6:00 p.m. 
 One citizen was in attendance at the beginning of the 2:00 p.m. session with a brief question on 
cooking grills, something already regulated under the current fire code.  No other citizens with 
questions pertaining to the Fire Code update attended either session.

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council adopt the proposed amendments to the City of Portage 
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 34, Fire Prevention and Protection. 
 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
Attachments: 1. Q&A Fire Code Amendment

2. July 12, 2017 IFC Public Meeting Documents
3. Fire Code Amendments and Adoption Notices

(18)          



Questions and answers pertaining to ordinance amendment.

Who utilizes “carbonation systems” in Portage?

Restaurants, the most recent one was Monelli’s on Westnedge.  They opted to install the system, even 
though it was not a requirement at the time.  They utilize a bulk carbon dioxide tank stored in the 
basement.  The sensor connects to the fire alarm system and sounds the alarm when it detects a 
sufficient amount of CO2 in the air.  This level is well below the harmful level, but high enough to 
prevent false alarms.

What will be the cost to implement?   

These systems are comprised of a sensor that connects to a monitored alarm panel.  They are quite 
simple and cost effective.  As stated, Monelli’s chose to install one, even though it was not required.  

When was the last fatality in the US from carbon dioxide release in a restaurant?  

While I am not sure if it is the most recent, there was an 80 year old lady that died in a McDonalds from 
leaking CO2 in 2011.  Nine other people were injured in this event.  (Link: 
https://ehssafetynewsamerica.com/2012/07/05/deaths-injury-incidents-on-the-rise-at-restaurants-
using-liquid-co2/).  Another incident occurred in 2005 where two people died from a CO2 leaks in a fast 
food restaurant.  The solution to this issue was to move the connection point to fill the tank.  However, 
monitoring for the presence of CO2 could have prevented all three of these deaths and several injuries, 
including those to firefighters.  These systems are also required by the building code, which references 
the section in the 2015 IFC.

I thought the City just passed an ordinance that allowed for the lanterns?  Why do we want to change 
that?  

Lanterns are not seen as fireworks and therefore the ordinance does not apply to them. The Fire 
Division has been working to ban their use in the city as they are dangerous and pose a potential hazard 
to the public.  Anytime an open flame is released into the air, this is a hazardous occurrence.  There have 
been several documented cases of these lanterns causing wildfires, building fires, and injuries when they 
fall from the sky, still on fire, out of control.  The addition of a tether allows the operator to retrieve the 
lantern before in lands in a dangerous place.

The answer to the fire hydrant question is not clear to me.  What is the language presently?  What does 
the new language require?  How is the change different?  What will be the cost for individuals to 
implement?  

The hydrant language currently does not allow a hydrant on an adjacent property to be considered 
available for a business.  This means a business has to add hydrants to satisfy requirements.  The Fire 
Marshal has allowed these hydrants to be used if a cross access agreement is in place.  The new code 
language states this, that if a cross access agreement is in place, these hydrants can be used.  There will 
be zero impact on business owners due to this, only a reaffirmation that the Fire Marshal was 
interpreting the intent of the code correctly.
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Derek Henson, Fire Marshal 
June 27, 2017  Department of Public Safety 
  269-329-4486 
 

 
 
  The Portage Department of Public Safety – Fire Division will host a public input 

session regarding the adoption of the 2015 International Fire Code.  The city has 

currently adopted the 2012 International Fire Code and intends to match the adopted 

code version with that of the Michigan Building Code. The 2017 International Fire Code 

can be found at https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/document/toc/546/.  

 Interested citizens are encouraged to attend to provide comments and questions 

to Public Safety staff.  Two sessions will be held on July 12, 2017, in the Council 

Chambers at City Hall (7900 South Westnedge Avenue) – the first from 2 to 4 p.m. and 

the second from 6 to 8 p.m.  Anyone wishing to provide input is invited to attend. 

###### 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.1.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: FEMA Corporation, PA 198 Tax Abatement
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Vicki Georgeau, Director of Community Development
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council: 

1. accept the application for an industrial tax abatement for 
1716 Vanderbilt Avenue, and

2. adopt Resolution No. 1-17 setting a public hearing on 
the expansion of Industrial Development District No. 55 
for 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue on August 22, 2017.

 
Attached is a PA 198 tax abatement request from the FEMA Corporation for 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue.  
FEMA Corporation designs, manufactures and tests custom engineered electro-hydraulic components.  
The company is proposing to construct a 47,567-square-foot building addition along the west side of 
the existing facility at 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue and invest in machinery and associated equipment to 
accommodate projected business and employment growth.  FEMA Corporation will retain 150 jobs 
and create 14 new jobs within two years as a result of the proposed expansion project.  

The project cost for the real property investment in the building addition is $2.25 million.  Personal 
property investments are also proposed but are exempt manufacturing personal property and therefore, 
not part of the tax abatement application.  Consistent with the City Council Tax Abatement Incentive 
Policy, FEMA Corporation has requested a six-year abatement on real property.  Attached is a vicinity 
map with the existing and proposed boundaries of District No. 55.  IDD No. 55 was established in 
1989 and expanded in 2004, 2007 and again in 2012.

The City Administration will finalize review of the application and prepare the necessary analysis for 
consideration by City Council at the public hearing, recommended for August 22, 2017. 
 
FUNDING: Not Applicable 
 
Attachments: 1. FEMA Corporation Tax Abatement Application

2. Preliminary site plan of proposed building addition and site improvement
3. Vicinity Map (showing District No. 55 and the proposed expansion area)
4. Resolution No. 1-17 (FEMA IDD #55)
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EXHIBIT A 
 CITY OF PORTAGE 
 NOTICE OF HEARING ON THE EXPANSION OF 
 INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT NO. 55 
 UNDER ACT 198 OF P.A. 1974 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the _____ day of __________, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as may be heard, a public hearing will be held at the City Hall in the City of 
Portage, Michigan on the request of FEMA CORPORATION for the expansion of an Industrial 
Development District under Michigan Act 198 of P.A. 1974 for a partial tax exemption for ad 
valorem property taxes. 
 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that said district is commonly described as property 
located at 1716 Vanderbilt Avenue, Portage, Michigan, and more particularly described as follows: 

 
City of Portage, County of Kalamazoo, State of Michigan is fully described as follows: 

 
Part of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 29, Town 3 South, Range 11 West, City of Portage, 
Kalamazoo County, Michigan described as: Commencing at the northeast corner of said 
section 29; thence S 00 degrees 00' 00" E along the east line of said section a distance of 
1326.76 feet to a nail found at the Southeast corner of the Northeast 1/4 of the Northeast 
1/4 of said Section 29; thence N 88 degrees 33’ 23” W a distance of 165.27 feet; thence 
N 00 degrees 01’ 08” W a distance of 464.68 feet; thence S 89 degrees 58’ 52” W a 
distance of 28.17 feet; thence S 89 degrees 58’ 17” W a distance of 100.00 feet; thence 
N 00 degrees 01’ 43” W a distance of 8.00 feet; thence N 89 degrees 58’ 17” W a distance 
of 27.17 feet; thence N 00 degrees 00’ 44” E a distance of 216.95 feet to the Point of 
Beginning; thence N 00 degrees 00’ 44” E a distance of 276.59 feet; thence N 89 degrees 
59’ 16” W a distance of 263.93 feet; thence S 00 degrees 00’ 44” W a distance of 276.59 
feet; thence S 89 degrees 59’ 16” E a distance of 263.93 feet to the Point of Beginning.  
 
Described piece of land contains 73,000 square feet or 1.676 acres more or less.

 
Any resident or taxpayer of the City or other interested person shall have the right to 

appear and be heard at said hearing. 
 
Dated:  _____________, 2017                                                                     

James R. Hudson, City Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Z:\JODY\PORTAGE\INDUSTRIAL\FEMA\DISTRICT NO 55\RESOLUTION #1.08012017.DOCX 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.2.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Copperleaf Phase 2 - Final Condominium Approval
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Vicki Georgeau, Director of Community Development
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council grant final approval for Copperleaf Phase 2 

single-family residential site condominium subject to:

1. completion of sidewalks and street trees by November 
2019, and

2. Association By-laws be amended to include the Phase 2 
Maintenance and Indemnification agreements between 
the Association and the City of Portage.

 
On December 6, 2016, City Council granted final preliminary condominium approval (engineering 
plans) for Copperleaf Phase 2 allowing the developer, Westfield Capital, LLC, to proceed with 
construction.  The developer has completed all required public improvements with the exception of the 
concrete sidewalks and street trees.  Receiving final condominium approval before completion of all 
public improvements will allow the developer to record an amendment to the Master Deed and 
Homeowner Association Bylaws.  Once recorded, the developer can then begin selling condominium 
sites and building houses. 

Consistent with final preliminary condominium approval, the storm water from the public streets will 
be collected and directed into a private retention basin owned and maintained by the homeowners 
association. The homeowners association will also maintain the landscaped median islands located 
within Taunton Trail and Ryan Court.  Maintenance and indemnification agreements between the 
association and the City of Portage concerning the identification sign located at the intersection of 
Copperleaf Trail and West Milham Avenue, landscaped areas located in the public street right-of-way 
and discharge of storm water from the public streets to the private basin were prepared and recorded 
with the Master Deed for Phase 1.  Similar agreements have been prepared and approved by the City 
Attorney to include the lots in Phase 2.   However, the Association By-laws need to be amended to 
include the Phase 2 agreements.

In conformance with Section 42-921 of the Land Development Regulations and to ensure completion 
of the sidewalks and street trees, the developer has deposited with the city a surety bond in the amount 
of 125 percent of the total construction costs.  The amount of the surety bond has been reviewed by the 
City Administration and determined to be acceptable. 

Therefore, it is recommended that final condominium approval be granted for Copperleaf Phase 2 with 
the stipulation that sidewalks and street trees be installed by November 2019 and the Association By-
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laws need to be amended to include the Phase 2 agreements.  Should the developer not complete the 
remaining public improvements, the developer can request that City Council grant an extension of time 
or the surety will be used by the city to complete the construction. 

 
FUNDING: Not Applicable 
 
Attachments: 1. Condominium Maps
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.3.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Final Plan for Streamsong - Phase I (715 West Osterhout Avenue) 
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Vicki Georgeau, Director of Community Development
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council approve the Final Plan for Streamsong - 

Phase I at 715 West Osterhout Avenue, subject to conditions.
 
A final plan has been submitted by SDV Development LLC, to construct the first phase of the 
Streamsong Condominiums Planned Development project at property addressed as 715 West 
Osterhout Avenue.  Streamsong Condominiums (Phase I) will include a total of 29 condominium units, 
clubhouse/pool and a network of interior private streets.  The area of Phase I involves approximately 
9.26 acres and is zoned PD, planned development. On March 14, 2017, City Council approved the PD, 
planned development zoning change and associated tentative plan/narrative for the Streamsong 
Condominiums Planned Development that included a mixed residential condominium project on the 
approximate 39-acre tract of land. The overall development consists of 102 single family detached and 
attached residential dwellings constructed in four phases. The first phase of the Streamsong 
Condominiums Planned Development has been designed in substantial conformance with the approved 
tentative plan.

Access to the site will be provided through a boulevard entrance from West Osterhout Avenue, 
opposite the Schrier Park entrance.  In conjunction with Phase I of the Streamsong Condominiums, the 
applicant will also construct a left-turn lane on West Osterhout Avenue.  Storm water will be collected 
and conveyed through a series of underground perforated storm pipes with surface discharge to a 
temporary infiltration swale.  Four-foot-wide concrete sidewalks will be installed along the east side of 
Road “B” Drive and along both sides Road “C” cul-de-sac street (see attached map).

The City Administration is recommending approval of the Final Plan for Streamsong (Phase 1), subject 
to:  1) review and approval of the temporary storm water infiltration swale by the MDEQ, if necessary; 
2) submittal of a detailed landscape plan for administrative review/approval; and 3) finalization of 
engineering related details associated with the public water main and sanitary sewer main extensions, 
as well as left-turn lane construction on West Osterhout Avenue.  During the July 20, 2017 meeting, 
the Planning Commission recommended to City Council approval of the Final Plan subject to the same 
conditions.
 
FUNDING: Not Applicable 
 
Attachments: 1. July 28, 2017 Planning Commission transmittal

2. July 20, 2017 (draft) Planning Commission minutes 

(54)          
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3. July 14, 2017 Department of Community Development report with 
attachments (map)
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.4.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Delta Dental Plan of Michigan Insurance
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: William Furry, Director of Finance
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council approve a two-year contract renewal, with the 

option of one additional two-year renewal, with Delta Dental 
Plan of Michigan for employee dental insurance and authorize 
the City Manager to execute all documents on behalf of the city.

 
The City of Portage provides dental insurance to all full-time employees as part of negotiated labor 
agreements and the non-union fringe benefit package.  Dental benefits include basic (diagnostic, 
preventative, radiographs, oral surgery, endodontic, periodontic and restorative services), 
prosthodontic (services and appliances such as bridges, partial and complete dentures that replace 
missing natural teeth), and orthodontic (services, treatment and procedures required for the correction 
of malpositioned teeth) to age 19.

The city has contracted with Delta Dental Plan of Michigan for these benefits since 1977 and the 
current two-year contract will expire on August 31, 2017.  City staff was able to negotiate a two-year 
contract renewal with a 2.69% decrease to premiums with no change in coverage.  Based upon current 
enrollment, the total cost of the two-year contract renewal is estimated to be $421,700. Delta Dental 
has provided excellent customer service to city staff over the life of the contract.

Therefore, City Council approval of a two-year contract renewal for the period of September 1, 2017 – 
August 31, 2019 and the option for an additional two-year renewal with Delta Dental Plan of Michigan 
is recommended.

 
FUNDING: Funds have been included in the 2017/2018 fiscal year budget to cover the cost of 

employee benefits. 
 
Attachments: 1. N/A
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.5.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Trust Fund Investment and Administration 
- Contract Renewal

 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: William Furry, Director of Finance
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council award a three-year contract renewal to 

Michigan Employees' Retirement System (MERS) for the 
administration and investment of the Other Post Employment 
Benefit (OPEB) trust fund and authorize the City Manager to 
execute all documents related to this contract on behalf of the 
city.

 
A trust fund for the Other Post Employment Benefit (OPEB) liability was established by the city in 
2005 in response to rule changes by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) regarding 
the management of current and future OPEB expenses.  The City of Portage began setting money aside 
internally in June 2000, anticipating the future costs of retiree health insurance and other benefit 
liabilities.  That money was eventually placed in the MERS trust fund in November of 2007 under the 
terms of the 2004 GASB Statement No.45, Accounting and Financial Reporting by Employers for 
Post-employment Benefits Other Than Pensions.  Additional GASB pronouncements and proposed 
rules have been released since then, with expanded requirements for balance sheet reporting of 
unfunded liabilities and other financial disclosures.  The OPEB liability of the City of Portage is fully 
funded.

In 2005, City Council awarded a contract to the Michigan Employees' Retirement System (MERS) for 
the investment and administration of its OPEB trust fund.  City Council last approved renewal of this 
contract in 2014.  Over 140 local Michigan government entities use MERS for investment and trust 
fund administration of their OPEB assets due to the specific expertise of MERS in this limited 
marketplace.  In their renewal proposal MERS, reduced their annual service fees, from approximately 
$35,000 to less than $20,000, for the next three years.  MERS has consistently provided satisfactory 
service and guidance to the city for both investment and trust fund administration.

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council award a three-year contract renewal to MERS for the 
administration and investment of the Other Post Employment Benefit Trust Fund and authorize the 
City Manager to execute all documents related to this contract on behalf of the city. 
 
FUNDING: Funding of the trust is included annually in the city budget. 
 
Attachments: 1. MERS Proposal
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2. MERS Performance & Fee Summary
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MERS Total Market Portfolio                              	 2.43%	 5.91%	 13.00%	 5.53%	 8.54%	 4.67%	 0.32%	 0.20%	 0.52%
Note: 2.00% charge from amounts withdrawn/ 
                transferred within 90 days of each contribution 

MERS Global Stock Portfolio (100/0)                	 3.64%	 9.57%	 18.42%	 6.49%	 -	 -	 0.38%	 0.20%	 0.58% 
MERS Capital Appreciation Portfolio (80/20)  	 3.04%	 7.70%	 16.64%	 5.95%	 10.54%	 -	 0.27%	 0.20%	 0.47%
MERS Established Market Portfolio (60/40)    	 2.70%	 6.73%	 13.77%	 5.43%	 8.80%	 5.23%	 0.25%	 0.20%	 0.45%

MERS Balanced Income Portfolio (40/60)        	 2.36%	 5.71%	 9.32%	 4.47%	 6.82%	 -	 0.24%	 0.20%	 0.44%

MERS Capital Preservation Portfolio (20/80)   	 1.89%	 4.41%	 5.73%	 3.84%	 5.11%	 -	 0.18%	 0.20%	 0.38%

MERS Diversified Bond Portfolio (0/100)         	 1.57%	 3.07%	 1.68%	 2.39%	 2.80%	 5.08%	 0.20%	 0.20%	 0.40% 

Large Cap Stock Index                                        	 3.04%	 9.22%	 17.72%	 9.34%	 14.34%	 7.21%	 0.05%	 0.20%	 0.25%
Mid Cap Stock Index                                          	 1.87%	 6.07%	 18.75%	 8.62%	 14.89%	 8.61%	 0.05%	 0.20%	 0.25%
Small Cap Stock Index                                        	 1.73%	 2.85%	 22.34%	 9.16%	 -	 -	 0.05%	 0.20%	 0.25%
International Stock Index                                   	 6.44%	 14.58%	 19.51%	 0.81%	 8.08%	 -	 0.09%	 0.20%	 0.29%
Emerging Market Stock                                      	 6.18%	 17.86%	 22.30%	 2.20%	 -	 -	 0.91%	 0.20%	 1.11%
Short-Term Income                                             	 0.25%	 0.59%	 0.64%	 0.64%	 0.56%	 1.94%	 0.05%	 0.20%	 0.25%

Retiree Health Funding Vehicle (RHFV) and Investment Services Program (ISP)

www.mersofmich.com1134 Municipal Way, Lansing, MI 48917 | 517.703.9030 | 800.767.MERS (6377)

Page 1 of 1

Performance and Fee Summary

Returns: Returns are presented after the Total Annual Operating Expense. Returns for periods greater than one year are annualized. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 
Current performance may be higher or lower.  Funds are subject to investment risk from a number of sources, including the management style of the fund and market volatility. Markets are 
volatile and can rise or decline significantly in response to company, political, regulatory, market, or economic developments. A fund’s total return, like securities prices generally, will fluctuate 
within a wide range. As a result, you could lose money over short or even long periods. Funds are also subject to investment-related risk, which is the chance that returns from companies 
invested in by the fund will trail returns from other asset classes or the overall market.

Fees: The Total Annual Operating Expense consists of MERS operating costs, custody and recordkeeping costs, and investment management expenses. 

Diversification: To help achieve a long-term security, you should give careful consideration to the benefits of a well-balanced investment portfolio. Spreading assets among different types of  
investment categories can help achieve a favorable rate of return while minimizing overall risk of losing money. This is because market or other economic conditions that cause one category of 
assets – or particular fund  – to perform very well often causes another asset category  – or another particular fund  – to perform poorly. Diversification is not a guarantee against loss, however, 
it is an effective strategy to help you manage risk.

This summary is designed to provide descriptive information only. You should research all possible investment choices by reading each fund’s summary sheet. MERS, as a governmental plan, is 
exempted by state and federal law from registration from the SEC. The MERS Funds consist of a portfolio of assets in a separate account in a collective trust, specifically for MERS Plans. Unlike a 
mutual fund, only the participants in a MERS Plan can invest in the MERS Funds. 

It is important to periodically review investments, investment objectives, and investment options to help ensure that your retirement savings will meet your retirement goals. 

MERS has made every effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate and up to date. Please see MERS website at www.mersofmich.com for recent information, or contact MERS at 
800.767.MERS (6377).					   

Disclaimer

PUB 5133 20170710

Online users can click on any fund name below for more detailed information.

Fund Name

Returns

1 yr. 3 yr. 5 yr.Quarter-
to-date

10 yr.

Annual Expense   

Portfolios Built for You (Stocks/Bonds)

Invest-
ment1

TotalAdmin 
Fee2

1Investment Manager Expense: This expense is charged by the investment manager(s) for the specified fund in order to invest the program’s assets. 
This expense is calculated into the daily unit share pricing and reflected in the performance.
2Administrative Fee: This fee accrues during each month and is charged at the end of each month to the account based on the daily average balance. 
This fee is shown on your quarterly statement as a line-item charge under “Administrative Fee.” 

Year-to-
date

Funds to Build Your Own Portfolio

2Q
06/30/17
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.6.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Fireworks Display Permit - The Crossroads Mall
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: James Hudson, City Clerk
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council approve a Permit for a Fireworks Display on 

August 12, 2017, with a rain date of August 13, 2017, to be 
conducted by Wade Shows, Inc., and located at Crossroads Mall 
as part of the "Crossroads Summer Family Festival." 

 
Wade Shows, Inc., in cooperation with The Crossroads Mall (General Growth Properties), has 
submitted an application for a permit to conduct a public fireworks display on August 12, 2017, at The 
Crossroads Mall at 6600 South Westnedge Avenue.  The display is planned as part of festivities related 
to the planned "Crossroads Summer Family Festival."  The public display of fireworks is regulated by 
Public Act 256 of 2011, the Michigan Fireworks Safety Act.  PA 256 provides that municipalities may 
issue permits for public fireworks displays per the State Fire Marshal.  The planned celebration 
involves "display fireworks" and not "consumer fireworks" as defined under the Fireworks Safety Act. 
 Display fireworks are large and explosive items typically used for public events and are locally 
permitted for use by professionals.  
  
PA 256 requires that the local governmental unit rule on the competency and qualifications of 
pyrotechnic operators who propose to conduct a display before the permit is issued.  In the City of 
Portage, the responsibility is designated to the Fire Marshal.  Wade Shows, Inc., a professional 
pyrotechnic company would be conducting the August 12, 2017 display (with a rain date of August 
13).  Based on requirements set forth in the International Fire Code and applicable National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) standards, the Fire Marshal has determined that Wade Shows, Inc., is 
both competent and qualified.      

The Department of Community Development and Department of Public Safety are coordinating 
with Wade Shows and The Crossroads Mall to ensure a safe and orderly event.  Pending City Council 
approval, Wade Shows will mail a notice about the upcoming event to property owners within one-
quarter mile of the fireworks launch location.  The fireworks display is proposed to be launched at a 
location to the southeast of the Sears Department Store (see attached map).  The proposed location is 
approximately 1,000 feet from the nearest residential home and approximately 25 feet from the nearest 
neighboring property.         

As such, it is recommended that City Council approve a permit for the proposed public fireworks 
display conducted by Wade Shows, Inc., and sponsored by The Crossroads Mall on August 12, 2017, 
with a rain date of August 13, 2017. 
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FUNDING: N/A 
 
Attachments: 1. July 11, 2017 Wade Fireworks Application (map)

2. Michigan Fireworks Safety Act - Excerpt
3. Crossroads Mall Fireworks Fire Marshal Approval
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MICHIGAN FIREWORKS SAFETY ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 256 of 2011

28.466 Articles pyrotechnic or display fireworks ignition; permit; competency and
qualifications of operators; retention of fee.
Sec. 16. (1) The legislative body of a city, village, or township, upon application in writing on forms

provided by the department and payment of a fee set by the legislative body, if any, may grant a permit for the
use of agricultural or wildlife fireworks, articles pyrotechnic, display fireworks, or special effects
manufactured for outdoor pest control or agricultural purposes, or for public or private display within the city,
village, or township by municipalities, fair associations, amusement parks, or other organizations or
individuals approved by the city, village, or township authority, if the applicable provisions of this act are
complied with. After a permit has been granted, sales, possession, or transportation of fireworks for the
purposes described in the permit only may be made. A permit granted under this subsection is not transferable
and shall not be issued to a minor.

(2) Before a permit for articles pyrotechnic or a display fireworks ignition is issued, the person, firm, or
corporation applying for the permit shall furnish proof of financial responsibility by a bond or insurance in an
amount, character, and form deemed necessary by the local governing authority to satisfy claims for damages
to property or personal injuries arising out of an act or omission on the part of the person, firm, or corporation
or an agent or employee of the person, firm, or corporation, and to protect the public.

(3) A permit shall not be issued under this act to a nonresident person, firm, or corporation for ignition of
articles pyrotechnic or display fireworks in this state until the person, firm, or corporation has appointed in
writing a resident member of the bar of this state or a resident agent to be the legal representative upon whom
all process in an action or proceeding against the person, firm, or corporation may be served.

(4) The local governing authority shall rule on the competency and qualifications of articles pyrotechnic
and display fireworks operators as required under NFPA 1123, as the operator has furnished in his or her
application form, and on the time, place, and safety aspects of the display of articles pyrotechnic or display
fireworks before granting permits.

(5) A local unit of government that charges a fee to issue a permit under this section shall retain the fee
paid.

History: 2011, Act 256, Eff. Jan. 1, 2012.

Rendered Friday, August 12, 2016 Page 1 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 280 of 2016

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.7.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Fire Station No. 2 Facility Replacement - Architectural Services Contract
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Nicholas Armold, Director of Public Safety - Police / Fire Chief
John Podgorski, Senior Deputy Fire Chief

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council award a contract to Williams Architects of 

Itasca, Illinois, in the amount of $232,500 for architectural 
services for Fire Station No. 2 and authorize the City Manager 
to execute all documents on behalf of the city.

 
A facility audit was conducted by Paradigm Design Inc. in 2013 to evaluate needed repairs and 
upgrades of Fire Station No. 2. at 6101 Oakland Drive.  Station No. 2 is the oldest in the system and 
requires extensive work to ensure the integrity of the structure.  The evaluation recommended various 
repairs to the building roof, plumbing, electrical, flooring, fire suppression and alarm system.  In 
addition to the condition of the building, the overall facility and living quarters are small and not 
properly sized for the operational needs of the Fire Division.  In 2015, an additional feasibility study 
was completed by Paradigm Design to determine existing and future programming and operational 
needs of the Fire Division.  The study determined construction of a new, larger fire station facility is 
warranted.  Therefore, the Fire Station No. 2 Facility Replacement is included in the 2017-2027 
Capital Improvement Program.  Design and engineering is planned in FY 2017-18 and the 
reconstruction is planned for FY 2018-19 and FY 2019-20. 

A Request for Proposals (RFP) for architectural services for design of a new Fire Station No. 2 was 
sent to local architectural firms, as well as firms that have prior experience in designing fire stations. 
 Of the seven proposals received, only two were found to meet all requirements of the RFP: Williams 
Architects of Itasca, Illinois in the amount of $232,500 and Sidock Group of Novi, Michigan in the 
amount of $253,975. 

City staff conducted phone interviews with the references provided by each firm and site visits to 
several of the fire stations previously designed by the firms.  Interviews of representatives from both 
Williams Architects and Sidock Group were conducted, which provided city staff the opportunity to 
view each vendor's presentation, review the firms' processes and ask follow-up questions related to the 
phone interviews of references and site visits.

Subsequently, staff determined that Williams Architects is best suited to provide architectural services 
for the new Fire Station No. 2 project. In addition to submitting the lowest cost proposal that met all 
requirements, Williams Architects’ quality in product outcomes, attention to detail, as well as efficient 
and effective flow path in their design was observed.  In addition, each reference contacted commented 
on the outstanding service and follow-up received from Williams Architects before, during and after 
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project completion. 

It is therefore recommended that City Council award a contract to Williams Architects of Itasca, 
Illinois in the amount of $232,500 for architectural services for Fire Station No. 2 and authorize the 
City Manager to execute all documents on behalf of the city. 
 
FUNDING: Funds are available in the FY 2017-2018 Capital Improvement Program budget. 
 
Attachments: 1. N/A
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.8.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Southwest Michigan First - Economic Development Contract
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Vicki Georgeau, Director of Community Development
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council approve a contract in the amount of $25,000 

with Southwest Michigan First to support economic 
development activities in the City of Portage and authorize the 
City Manager to execute the contract on behalf of the city.

 
Southwest Michigan First (SMF) has established an important and productive relationship with the 
most significant industrial and commercial entities in the region.  SMF has the capacity to attract and 
secure development beyond the capabilities presently deployed by the City of Portage.  With those 
conditions in mind, City Council indicated at the February 10, 2015 Committee of the Whole Meeting 
its desire to engage in a stimulated and more active effort to promote economic development in the 
city.  With that in mind, the city entered into a year-long contract with SMF in June 2015 for activities 
that SMF would undertake on behalf of the City of Portage to improve the economic profile of the city 
and stimulate further growth.  The city renewed this contract for 2016-2017 in the same amount as the 
prior contract and in that time, SMF assisted in securing the new 485,000-square-foot Stryker 
Instruments expansion.

As such, the City Administration would like to renew the contract with SMF for 2017-2018, 
maintaining the current contract amount.  As part of the contract, SMF will continue to:

 Provide ongoing and annual consultations between the City Manager and the CEO of SMF;
 Initiate a review of current processes, best practices and effectiveness of local incentive 

packages and how the City of Portage and SMF can work together to attract entities to the City 
of Portage;

 Assist with job creation and tax-based development with the specific goal to ensure that SMF 
and the City of Portage utilize resources in a coordinated fashion to effectuate positive growth 
in the city; and

 Facilitate monthly updates between the City Manager and a SMF Jobs Team representative to 
discuss current projects and strategies in order to encourage development in the city.

The goal of these initiatives is to continue to forge a closer bond with SMF and offer Portage the best 
opportunity to compete for new projects in the region, resulting in an enhanced tax base and new jobs.  

In consideration of these activities, it is recommended that City Council approve a contract in the 
amount of $25,000 with Southwest Michigan First to support economic development activities in the 
City of Portage and authorize the City Manager to execute the contract on behalf of the city.
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FUNDING: Funding for the contract amount is budgeted and available in the 2017-2018 budget. 
 
Attachments: 1. 2017-2018 Agreement

2. 2017 Progress Report
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM G.1.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Michigan Municipal League Annual Meeting
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: James Hudson, City Clerk
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council designate the City Manager as the official 

City of Portage voting representative for the Michigan 
Municipal League Annual Meeting.

 
Per the attached notice dated July 27, 2017 from the President and CEO of the Michigan Municipal 
League (MML), the MML's Annual Meeting is scheduled to take place Wednesday, September 13 in 
Holland, Michigan as part of the Annual Convention.  

The MML has requested that each member municipality designate a voting delegate who will be in 
attendance at the MML Convention to cast a vote on behalf of the city as an official representative.

As attendance at part of the MML Convention was already planned by the  City Manager, it is 
recommended that City Council designate the City Manager as the official City of Portage voting 
representative for the Michigan Municipal League Annual Meeting. 
 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
Attachments: 1. Communication from the Michigan Municipal League
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City of Portage 
Historic District Commission 

Portage City Hall 
Conference Room #2 

Wednesday June 7, 2017 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Meeting called to order:  8:20 AM 
 
Present:  K. VanLonkhuyzen, J. Duniphin, E. Eklov, M. Barton, F. Grunert, S. Nemeth, M. Maytnier, C. 
Forrest  
 
Absent:  D. Dalton (had to leave early/excused) 
 
Minutes from May 2, 2017 approved. 
 
Property Reports:   
2112 Vanderbilt 
Homeowner adding new roofing without HDC approval process.   
New roof shingles differ from current. 
Sent homeowner an application for exterior changes as a formality. 
 
922 Osterhout 
Homeowner wanted advice on what colors were used circa 1852. 
Sent a formal application and information on Greek Revival homes of that period. 
 
5720 Oakland 
Current application on file has expired. 
Homeowner sent new application. 
 
Old Business: 
May 18th Annual Event was a success. 
Good attendance. 
One photo book and 2 trading packs were sold. 
Anonymous $20 donation received. 
 
MORSA 2017 Award 
E. Eklov and J. Duniphin attended award ceremony and accepted the award on behalf of the HDC and 
City of Portage.  City has allocated the $250 award prize to HDC. 
J.  Duniphin was also given stamps with images of MORSA schoolhouses. 
 
New Business:  
Community Development has noted Double Greek Revival building on Mick Lynch property has code 
infractions (missing roof panel). 
 
C. Forrest submitted a draft of letter to area realtors that would appraise them of the constraints placed 
on exterior changes to historic homes. It was recommended that the letter have HDC logo added. He 
also supplied a draft letter for new homeowners.  Both are to be reviewed and discussed at the next 
meeting. 
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There was a suggestion that the Outreach and May Event committees be combined. 
 
It is traditional for the President of the HDC give an annual presentation to City Council. K. 
VanLonkhuyzen will present report at the June 27th meeting.  Would like suggestions for talking points. 
 
2663 Mandigo  
County has foreclosed on property due to unpaid taxes. County Treasurer now formal owner. 
A report sent to HDC says several buildings are in a state of deterioration.  Outbuildings collapsing and 
home appears to have structural and water damage.  All buildings are full of trash as is the yard.  Two 
automobiles have been abandoned on the property.  County is clearing out buildings and cleaning up 
outside trash.  County has expressed desire to demolish all buildings, de-list and sell property.  It was 
recommended that HDC follow established procedures and inform the county of the process.  The first 
step is to form a study committee and begin with a site visit.  The normal timeline for the process is two 
to three months.  J. Duniphin, M. Barton and C.  Forrest have agreed to meet at the property on 
Saturday, June 10.  
 
Meeting Adjourned:  9:25 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted:  Martha Deming Maytnier 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM L.1.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: 2017-2018 Local Streets Reconstruction Project - Bid Tabulation
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Wm. Roger Buell, Director of Transportation and Utilities
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council award a construction contract for the 2017-

2018 Local Streets Reconstruction Program to Michigan Paving 
& Materials Company of Kalamazoo, Michigan, in an amount 
not to exceed $1,038,360.35 and authorize the City Manager to 
execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of the 
city. 

 
The 2017-2018 Capital Improvement Program budget provides funding for the Local Streets 
Reconstruction Program, which includes the reconstruction of approximately 30 local streets totaling 
over 5.4 miles.  The project entails "complete street" enhancements, connections of existing sidewalk, 
storm drainage improvements, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) sidewalk ramps, concrete curb 
radii at non-curb intersections and asphalt resurfacing.

On January 24, 2017, City Council awarded a contract in the amount of $131,118 to Abonmarche 
Consultants for the design and construction engineering portion of the project.  Project design has been 
completed and on July 27, 2017 bids for the construction work were received from three contractors. 
 The low bid was submitted by Michigan Paving & Materials Company of Kalamazoo, Michigan in the 
amount of $1,038,360.35.  Michigan Paving & Materials has successfully completed many similar 
projects for the city.  If awarded, project construction will begin in late August 2017 with a break in 
paving over the winter months and will be completed in summer of 2018.

Street conditions are rated using a rating system known as Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating 
(PASER).  The standard breakdown for the PASER ratings with a general description is as follows:

Rating Description
9-10 Excellent (new pavement)
8 Very Good (little to no maintenance required
6-7 Good (sound structural condition with crack seal maintenance)
4-5 Fair (candidates for pavement overlay)
3 Poor (needs patching and repair to remove failed areas prior to an overlay)
2 Very Poor (severe deterioration, needs reconstruction with total base 

repair)
1 Failed (requires total reconstruction)

On a scale of 1-10, the 30 local streets included in this project have a PASER rating ranging from two 
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to four, which means they are in poor/fair condition.  The reconstruction of these local streets will 
include spot base repair as needed and provide additional strength with a new asphalt overlay.  This 
project meets standard asset management strategies for these ratings and will return these streets to a 9-
10 rating when complete.

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council award a construction contract to Michigan Paving & 
Materials Company of Kalamazoo, Michigan for the 2017 Local Streets Reconstruction Program in the 
amount not to exceed $1,038,360.35 and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related 
to the contract on behalf of the city.
 
FUNDING: Funds are budgeted in the 2017-2018 Capital Improvement Program Local Street 

Reconstruction fund. 
 
Attachments: 1. Bid Tabulation

2. Local Streets Reconstruction Program - List of Streets
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BID TABULATION
2017 LOCAL STREETS RECONSTRUCTION

BIDDER TOTAL BID

Michigan Paving & Materials Co. $1,038,360.35
2300 Glendenning Rd.
Kalamazoo, MI  49001

Lakeland Asphalt Corp. $1,169,219.40
548 Avenue A
Springfield, MI  49037

Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc. $1,232,717.90
911 Hatfield Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI  49001

Bids Opened 7/27/2017
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Street From To

Woodland Green Forest Dr Dead End or Start

Green Forest Woodland Dr Winter Forest Dr

Cloverleaf Oleander Ln Dead End or Start

Mullein Angling Rd Bunchberry Dr

Bellflower Romence Rd Dead End or Start

Bunchberry Oleander Ln Mullein Ln

Oleander Bellflower Dr Dead End or Start

Lynnhill Wedgewood Dr Dead End or Start

Rugby Wedgewood Dr Dead End or Start

Tamworth Wedgewood Dr Dead End or Start

Wedgewood Dead End or Start Angling Rd

Admiral S. Westnedge Ave Dorset St

Cameo Admiral Ave Dead End or Start

Dorset Admiral Ave Cameo Ave

Black Forest Fireside Ave Suffield Woods Ave

Copper Oaks Fireside Ave Suffield Woods Ave

Suffield Woods Sprinkle Rd Copper Oaks St

Balmoral Dead End or Start Florinda Ave

Biscayne Balmoral St Sprinkle Rd

Pompano Balmoral St Sprinkle Rd

Wells Sprinkle Rd Dead End or Start

Montague Hickoryview St S. Westnedge Ave

Aldersgate Montague Dr Montague Dr

Conestoga Frontier Ave Dead End or Start

Frontier Angling Rd Dead End or Start

Homestead Frontier Ave Dead End or Start

Wishing Well Angling Rd Dead End or Start

Lori Vanderbilt Ave Dead End or Start
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM L.2.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Summer Mill and Fill Program Phase II - Bid Tabulation
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Rod Russell, Director of Public Services
Wm. Roger Buell, Director of Transportation and Utilities

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council:

1. approve the low bid of $145,583.17 from Michigan 
Paving & Materials Company,

2. award Change Order #1 in the amount of $104,416.51 
and

3. award Change Order #2 in the amount of $59,950.50,

for a grand total cost of $309,950.18 for Summer Mill and Fill 
Program Phase II asphalt repairs to major and local streets and 
authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to 
these actions on behalf of the city.

 
The fiscal year 2017-2018 Major & Local Street budgets include funding for “mill and fill” repairs to 
sections of streets where surface asphalt is in poor condition.  As part of the Summer Mill and Fill 
Program Phase II, sections of Bishop Avenue, Corporate Avenue, Old Kilgore Road, West Romence 
Road and Vanderbilt Avenue, totaling nearly 1.7 miles, will be repaired.

In addition to advertising the project in the Kalamazoo Gazette and on the city website, the City 
Administration invited six (6) area asphalt companies to bid on Phase II of the Summer Mill and Fill 
Program.  A total of two bids were received and opened on July 27, 2017.  The low bid in the amount 
of $145,583.17 was received from Michigan Paving & Materials Company of Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
 Michigan Paving & Materials has performed this type of work for the city in the past with good 
results.

Due to some mid-season adjustments, additional Act 51 funding became available.  As such, the 
following contract change orders are recommended:

1. Change Order #1 in the amount of $104,416.51 for the addition of 0.8 miles of additional 
repairs on three roads (Corporate Avenue, Old Kilgore Road and West Romence Road).

2. Change Order #2 in the amount of $59,950.50 to include milling of 1.5 inches of asphalt and 
re-surfacing on Portage Road. This work will also include re-striping for a 3-lane section with 
bike lanes from East Osterhout Avenue to Wetherbee Avenue.  By completing these measures 
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now, the work will be completed before school is back in session in September 2017.

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council award a contract to Michigan Paving & Materials 
Company in the amount of $145,583.17, as well as contract Change Order #1 in the amount of 
$104,416.51 and contract Change Order #2 in the amount of $59,950.50, for a grand total of 
$309,950.18 for mill and fill asphalt repairs of major and local street sections and authorize the City 
Manager to execute all documents related to this action on behalf of the city.
 
FUNDING: Funds are available for this work in the fiscal year 2017-2018 of the Major & Local 

Street budgets. 
 
Attachments: 1. Bid Tabulation

2. Change Order #1
3. Change Order #2
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Bids Opened 7/27/2017

Michigan Paving & Materials Co. Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc.
2300 Glendenning Ave. 911 Hatfield Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI  49001 Kalamazoo, MI  49001

Item Description Unit Est. Qty. Per Unit Total Per Unit Total

MDOT 13A Mod HMA w/165 # SYD TON 2,068 $56.00 $115,808.00 $52.00 $107,536.00
Cold Mill HMA Surface ( 1.5 inches) SYD 20,981 $1.05 $22,030.05 $1.20 $25,177.20
White Solid, Waterborne FT 11,726 $0.13 $1,524.38 $0.07 $820.82
4” Yellow Double, Waterborne FT 2,115 $0.26 $549.90 $0.14 $296.10
Yellow Solid/Skip, Waterborne FT 1,932 $0.22 $425.04 $0.07 $135.24
Yellow Skip, Waterborne FT 208 $0.10 $20.80 $0.10 $20.80
24” Stop Bar,  Waterborne FT 45 $5.00 $225.00 $0.75 $33.75
Traffic Control and Construction Signage EA 1 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $20,700.00 $20,700.00

Grand Total $145,583.17 $154,719.91

ADDITIONAL PRICING
White Skip, Waterborne FT $0.13 $0.10
4” White Dash, Waterborne FT $0.13 $0.10
4” Yellow Solid, Waterborne FT $0.17 $0.14
4” Yellow Temporary Reflective Tape FT $1.24 $1.50
School Symbol, Waterborne EA $97.50 $60.00
Left Turn Arrow, Waterborne EA $78.00 $30.00
Right Turn Arrow,  Waterborne EA $78.00 $30.00

Combo Arrow, Right/Through, Waterborne EA $97.50 $40.00

Combo Arrow, Left/Through, Waterborne EA $97.50 $40.00
Through Arrow, Waterborne EA $65.00 $30.00
Only Symbol,  Waterborne EA $78.00 $30.00
12” Cross Walk, Waterborne FT $3.25 $0.50
Bike Symbol w/ Arrow, Waterborne EA $124.00 $50.00

RR Crossing Symbol and Bars, Waterborne EA $170.00 $90.00
Manhole Adjust (Type M-7 Solid) EA $325.00 $250.00
Water Valve Adjust EA $500.00 $350.00
22A Stabilized Gravel CYD $65.00 $70.00
Top Dirt & Grass Seed CYD $130.00 $150.00
Drainage Structure Cover, Adjust, Case 1 EA $750.00 $600.00
4” Line, Removal FT $1.00 $0.50
Specialty Pavement Marking, Removal EA $97.50 $50.00
Concrete Curb, Remove & Replace FT $45.00 $60.00
Concrete Sidewalk 4”, Remove & Replace SFT $22.00 $13.00
Concrete Sidewalk 6”, Remove & Replace SFT $24.00 $14.00
Concrete Sidewalk Ramp w/ ADA Plates, 6”, 
Remove & Replace SFT $32.00 $35.00

BID TABULATION
SUMMER MILL & FILL PHASE II
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM L.3.
AUGUST 8, 2017

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: South Westnedge Avenue Reconstruction Project - Bid Tabulation
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Wm. Roger Buell, Director of Transportation and Utilities
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council award a contract to Abonmarche Consultants, 

Incorporated, in the amount not to exceed $182,000 to perform 
engineering services for the reconstruction of South Westnedge 
Avenue from Romence Road to Mall Drive and authorize the 
City Manager to execute all documents related to the contract on 
behalf of the city.

 
The FY 2017–2018 Capital Improvement Program budget contains funding for the Major Street 
Reconstruction Program.  The program will focus on preserving and restoring pavement conditions on 
select major streets, which will allow additional roadway mileage to be restored annually.  Major street 
reconstruction projects are selected based on pavement condition, average daily traffic, federal aid 
eligibility and location for potential development activities.  As part of the program, reconstruction of 
South Westnedge Avenue from Romence Road to Mall Drive is planned for spring 2018.

On July 26, 2017, three bids were received for the design and construction engineering services for 
South Westnedge Avenue.  Based on review of the proposals, staff determined that the low bid from 
Abonmarche Consultants, Incorporated, in the amount of $182,000 best fits the needs of the project. 
Abonmarche Consultants has significant experience with Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) policies and procedures, as well as prior South Westnedge Avenue projects.  Abonmarche 
Consultants successfully completed the engineering services for South Westnedge Avenue from Amos 
Avenue to Old Kilgore Road in 2008, South Westnedge Avenue from Mall Drive to Dawnlee Avenue 
in 2015 and the South Westnedge Avenue Romence Road traffic signal upgrade in 2017.

The current South Westnedge Avenue reconstruction project has been approved by the Kalamazoo 
Area Transportation Study (KATS) Policy Committee for federal funding.  In total, approximately 
$700,000 in federal funds has been approved to assist in financing the project.  The remaining cost of 
approximately $327,000 will be the city's share financed through funds in the Municipal Street Fund.

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council award a contract to Abonmarche Consultants, 
Incorporated, in the amount not to exceed $182,000 to perform engineering services for South 
Westnedge Avenue Reconstruction from Romence Road to Mall Drive and authorize the City Manager 
to execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of the city.   
 
FUNDING: Funds are available in the FY 2017–2018 Capital Improvement Program budget. 
 
Attachments: 1. Bid Tabulation 
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TABULATION OF PROPOSALS - PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES
SOUTH WESTNEDGE AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION

Estimated Project Hours
Firm Design Construction Total Proposal

Abonmarche Consultants, Inc. 
95 W. Main St. 
Benton Harbor, MI  49022

470 1202 1672 $182,000.00

Wightman & Associates, Inc. 
9835 Portage Rd. 
Portage, MI  49002

663 1314 1977 $183,750.00

Progressive AE 
1811 4 Mile Road NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49525

588 1089 1677 $235,585.00

Proposals Opened 7/27/2017
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	 Call to Order.
	 Invocation: Father Stan Witek of St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church.
	 Pledge of Allegiance.
	 Roll Call.
	 Proclamations:
	A. Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes.
	1. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 25, 2017.
	Minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 25, 2017.

	2. Pre-Council Meeting Minutes of August 7, 2017.
	Pre-Council Meeting Minutes of August 7, 2017.


	B. Approval of Consent Agenda Motions.
	C. Accounts Payable Register:
	1. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	Accounts Payable Register


	D. Public Hearings:
	1. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	Q&A Fire Code Amendment
	July 12, 2017 IFC Public Meeting Documents
	Fire Code Amendments and Adoption Notices


	E. Petitions and Statements of Citizens:
	F. Reports from the Administration:
	1. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	FEMA Corporation Tax Abatement Application
	Preliminary site plan of proposed building addition and site improvement
	Vicinity Map (showing District No. 55 and the proposed expansion area)
	Resolution No. 1-17 (FEMA IDD #55)

	2. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	Condominium Maps

	3. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	 July 28, 2017 Planning Commission transmittal
	July 20, 2017 (draft) Planning Commission minutes  
	July 14, 2017 Department of Community Development report with attachments (map)

	4. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report

	5. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	MERS Proposal
	MERS Performance & Fee Summary

	6. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	July 11, 2017 Wade Fireworks Application (map)
	Michigan Fireworks Safety Act - Excerpt
	Crossroads Mall Fireworks Fire Marshal Approval

	7. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report

	8. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	2017-2018 Agreement
	2017 Progress Report


	G. Communications:
	1. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	Communication from the Michigan Municipal League


	H. Unfinished Business:
	I. Minutes of Boards and Commissions Meetings:
	 a. Historic District Commission of June 7 and July
	June 7, 2017 Minutes

	 b. Park Board Ad Hoc Bicycle Advisory Committee of
	Park Board Ad Hoc Bicycle of 7.12.17

	 c. Planning Commission of July 20, 2017.
	Planning Commission of 7.20.17


	J. Council Committee Reports:
	K. New Business:
	L. Bid Tabulations:
	1. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	Bid Tabulation
	Local Streets Reconstruction Program - List of Streets

	2. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	Bid Tabulation
	Change Order #1
	Change Order #2

	3. Communication from the City Manager recommending t
	City Manager's Report
	Bid Tabulation 


	M. Other City Matters:
	1. Statements of Citizens.
	2. From City Council and City Manager.
	3. Reminder of Meetings:
	 a. Wednesday, August 9, 7:00 p.m., Environmental B
	 b. Monday, August 14, 7:00 p.m., Zoning Board of A
	 c. Wednesday, August 16, 2:30 p.m., Senior Citizen
	 d. Wednesday, August 16, 7:00 p.m., Austin Lake Go
	 e. Thursday, August 17, 7:00 p.m., District Librar
	 f. Thursday, August 17, 7:00 p.m., Planning Commis


	N. Materials Transmitted.
	1. Materials Transmitted of July 25, 2017.
	Materials Transmitted of July 25, 2017.


	 Adjournment.

