
CITY OF PORTAGE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

AGENDA  
 

Monday, June 8, 2026 
7:00 PM 

 
Portage City Hall 

Council Chambers 

 

  
CALL TO ORDER 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  
ROLL CALL 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

1. Minutes dated May 11, 2026 
  
OLD BUSINESS:   

1. ZBA #25-05; 3629 East Shore Drive 
  
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. ZBA #25-06; 2339 Woody Noll Drive 
  
OTHER BUSINESS:  

1. Election of officers 
  
STATEMENT OF CITIZENS: 
  
ADJOURNMENT:   
 

 
 

 
Star (*) indicates printed material within the agenda packet. 
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TO:  Zoning Board of Appeals    DATE: June 8, 2026 
 
FROM: Peter Dame, Chief Development Officer  
 
SUBJECT:  
 
CODE SECTION: 
 

 

APPEAL: 
 

 

STAFF  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

 
At the May 11th meeting, the applicant was granted a postponement to the 
June meeting in order to give the opportunity to work with city staff in 
exploring more conforming alternatives. The applicant has been doing so, 
and now requests an additional postponement to the July 13, 2026 meeting, 
after the new Unified Development Ordinance has been adopted by City 
Council and the new zoning regulations go into effect. 
 
It is recommended the Board grant the postponement to June 13, 2026 so the 
applicant can finalize plans for a conforming use. 

PRACTICAL  
DIFFICULTY: 
 

 
 

 
Attachments:    
1. ZBA 25-05; request postponement to July 13 
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TO:  Zoning Board of Appeals    DATE: June 8, 2026 
 
FROM: Peter Dame, Chief Development Officer  
 
SUBJECT: ZBA #25-06 
 
CODE SECTION: 
 

42-350; Schedule of Regulations 

APPEAL: 
 

Request variance to construct a 3rd garage stall five feet from the (east) side 
property line where a minimum 10-foot side yard setback is required 

STAFF  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

 
The applicant requests the variance per the enclosed application, photos, site 
sketch, and related materials. The subject property is a 0.3 acre lakefront lot 
and is improved with a 1,824 square-foot dwelling and attached two-stall 
garage. The property is zoned R-1B, and is located on a cul-de-sac in a 
residential neighborhood. The applicant proposes to construct a 21-foot by 
11.5'-foot third garage stall attached to the dwelling by the roof. The 
proposed garage addition would extend to within five feet eight inches (plus 
roof overhang) where a minimum 10-foot side yard setback is required. A 
five-foot variance is therefore requested. 
 
A conforming alternative is available: the applicant could technically 
construct a side-loading detached garage in the middle of the front yard. 
However, beyond the unusual aesthetics, this option also presents some 
difficulties. Stone retaining walls line both sides of the existing driveway, as 
a two to three-foot elevation difference exists between the driveway grade 
and the adjacent front yard. Even more problematic is the underground 
sewer and water utilities that run directly through the middle of the front 
yard where any detached garage would need to be located.  
 
The lot's topography and the location of underground utilities are 
extraordinary circumstances applying to the property that do not apply 
generally of other properties in the same zoning district. While the right to 
have a third garage stall is not necessarily a given in every location 
throughout the city, their frequent presence in more affluent neighborhoods, 
such as this, could argue for the variance being necessary to preserve a 
substantial property right to have a third garage stall which is similar to that 
possessed by other properties in the same zoning district and the vicinity. 
Neither the site's topography nor the presence of underground utility 
easements was caused by the applicant. Five-foot side yard setbacks are 
commonly found in connection with lakefront properties, so the variance 
will not be out of character or detrimental to adjacent properties. And lastly, 
the variance will not materially impair the intent and purpose of the zoning 
ordinance. For these reasons, the variance can be recommended. 
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ZBA #25-06 
Page 2 

 

 
 

PRACTICAL  
DIFFICULTY: 
 

 
topography of lot and presence of underground utility easement. 

 
Attachments:    
1. ZBA 25-06 supplemental info 
2. ZBA 25-06; application form 
3. aerial layout 
4. Notification Map Layout 
5. motion form 
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Zoning Board of Appeals 

First Name Last Name Current Term  
David Bergher 01/26-02/29  
Mark Martin 01/26-02/29 Alt. 
Linda Fry 01/25-02/28  
Aimee Potts 01/26-02/29  
Michael Stempihar 01/26-02/29  
Ken Seybold 01/25-02/28  
Hillary Taylor 01/25-02/28  
Dan Merkle 06/26-02/28 Alt. 
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