
FINAL AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF PORTAGE
 AUGUST 25, 2020

Public Phone Line: (844) 854‐2222 Access Code 529853# (To voice a question or comment, press *6 to enter the 
queue.) 

7:00 p.m. Call to Order. 

Invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call. 

Proclamations. 

A. Consent Agenda:

1. Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes:

a.  Regular Meeting of August 11, 2020. 

b.  Pre‐Council Meeting of August 24, 2020. 

2. Approval of the Accounts Payable Register of August 25, 2020 as presented.

3. Appoint Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber & Kaufman, P.C. as City Attorneys for General Municipal & Legal 
Prosecution Services, with Catherine P. Kaufman appointed as lead City Attorney; and to appoint Douglas 
A. Boodt, PLLC as conflict counsel and for use on special projects, as needed.

4. Resolve to support the grant application to the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) in 
the amount of $100,000 to support construction the performing arts space in the new Charles and Lynn 
Zhang Portage Community Senior Center.

5. Approve a one‐year contract, with the option for two additional one‐year renewals, with Blue Care 
Network for the Blue Care Network Advantage Plan for retiree health insurance and authorize the City 
Manager to execute all documents related to the contract renewal on behalf of the city.

6. Adopt the Resolution to Designate the Freedom of Information Act Coordinator and designate the Public 
Information Officer.

7. To authorize the City Manager to sign a contract for, and purchase, 217 E. Centre Ave. with a purchase 
price of $137,000 and closing costs and expenses not to exceed an additional $3,000.

8. Adopt a Resolution of Necessity to acquire two fee simple interests for development of the Austin Lake 
Trail.

9. Recommend approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) of the Application for Transfer 
and Upgrade of Liquor License by Wine and Canvas for 7055 South Westnedge.

10. Minutes of Boards & Commissions:

a.  Construction Board of Appeals of August 8, 2019. 

b.  Zoning Board of Appeals of July 13, 2020. 

c.  Planning Commission of July 23, 2020. 

11. Materials Transmitted.
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12. Calendar of Meetings:

 Historic District Commission, Wednesday, September 2, 2020 at 8:15 a.m. ‐ Council Chambers. 
 Park Board, Wednesday, September 2, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. ‐ Central Park. 
 Human Services Board, Thursday, September 3, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. ‐ Conference Room #1. 
 Planning Commission, Thursday, September 3, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. ‐ Council Chambers.
 NOTE: All above meetings are subject to cancellation or inclusion/transition of a "virtual" aspect 

due to the on‐going health crisis. Please monitor the City of Portage website at 
www.portagemi.gov for additional information. The public phone line to comment during public 
meetings is: (844) 854‐2222 Access Code 529853# (To voice a question or comment, press *6 to 
enter the queue.) Meetings may be viewed live on Charter channel 995 and AT&T channel 99. All 
meetings can be viewed via live streaming at portagemi.gov/205.

B. Petitions and Statements of Citizens:

C. Communications:

D. Public Hearings:

E. Regular Business Agenda:

F. Unfinished Business:

G. Council Committee Reports:

H. New Business:

I. Statements of Citizens:

J. Statements of City Council and City Manager.

Adjournment. 
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FROM AUGUST 11, 2020 
 
  The Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia Randall at 7:02 p.m.  The 
meeting was held virtually in accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order 2020-02 in light 
of COVID-19.  The following members were present in Chambers: Councilmembers Vic 
Ledbetter and Mayor Patricia Randall.  The following members were present via the WebEx 
meeting platform: Councilmembers Chris Burns, Lori Knapp, Claudette Reid, Terry Urban, and 
Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson.  Also in attendance were City Manager Joe La Margo, Deputy City 
Manager Mike Carroll, Deputy City Manager Adam Herringa, City Attorney Randy Brown, 
Communications & Research Coordinator Sam Bowers, and City Clerk Erica Eklov.   
  At the request of Mayor Randall, the audience observed a moment of silence to reflect 
upon welcoming Vic Ledbetter and the anticipation of sharing talents and perspectives.  
Following the moment of silence, the City Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 SWEARING IN OF VIC LEDBETTER AS COUNCILMEMBER:  City Clerk Eklov gave the Oath of 
Office to Vic Ledbetter as Councilmember and Councilmember Ledbetter signed the Oath of 
Office and The City Council Code of Ethics and Values Policy. 
   
 CONSENT AGENDA:  Mayor Randall shared where the public can access the meeting agenda 
and asked if any Councilmember or anyone in the audience would like an item removed from 
the Consent Agenda.  Councilmember Reid removed Item A.7.  Motion by Knapp, seconded by 
Burns, to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.   
 
  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion by Knapp, seconded by Burns, to approve the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 28, 2020, and Pre‐Council Meeting of August 10, 2020.  
Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
  APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER OF AUGUST 11, 2020:  Motion by 
Knapp, seconded by Burns, to approve the Accounts Payable Register of August 11, 2020.  Upon 
a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
  VEHICLE PURCHASES - COOPERATIVE PURCHASING: Motion by Knapp, seconded by 
Burns, to approve Authorize the purchase of five 4-wheel drive sports utility vehicles through 
the State of Michigan MiDEAL and the Oakland County Cooperative Purchasing Program at a 
total cost of $177,945 and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to 
these purchases on behalf of the city.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
   PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING ROOF REPAIRS - BID TABULATION: Motion by Knapp, 
seconded by Burns, to approve a contract in the amount of $146,176.23 to Division 7 Building 
Contractors, Inc. to replace two sections of roofing on the Department of Public Works building 
and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of 
the city.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0. 
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   POLICE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING ROOF - BID TABULATION:  Motion by Knapp, 
seconded by Burns, to approve a contract in the amount of $103,460 to Great Lakes Systems, 
Inc. to replace eight sections of roofing the Police Headquarters Building and authorize the City 
Manager to execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of the city.  Upon a roll call 
vote, motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
   WATER MAIN EASEMENT RELINQUISHMENT - 2700 EAST CENTRE AVENUE:  Motion 
by Knapp, seconded by Burns, to adopt Resolution 20-2, Relinquish Portion of Water Main 
Easement at 2700 East Centre Avenue.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0. 
    
   MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ANNUAL MEETING:  Motion by Knapp, seconded by 
Burns, to designate the City Manager as the official City of Portage voting representative for the 
Michigan Municipal League Annual Meeting.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
   MINUTES OF BOARDS & COMMISSIONS:  Motion by Knapp, seconded by Burns, to 
accept the meeting minutes of the Historic District Commission of June 3, 2020, and Planning 
Commission of July 9, 2020.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
   CALENDAR OF MEETINGS:  Motion by Knapp, seconded by Burns, to receive the 
Calendar of Meetings.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.   
 
PETITIONS AND STATEMENTS OF CITIZENS:  Patricia Rakoci, applicant and representative for 
Redwood Living noted she was on hand to speak regarding the rezoning application.  Mayor 
Randall thanked Ms. Rakoci for calling in and stated that she would defer to Ms. Rakoci during 
the Regular Business portion of the meeting. 
 Dr. Monifa Jumanne (610 Mall Drive, Apt. 107) welcomed new Councilmember 
Ledbetter and expressed interest in his role going forward on the City Council. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS AGENDA:   
 
   REZONING APPLICATION #19/20-4, 7801 GARDEN LANE AND THE NORTH 660-FEET 
OF 1203 EAST CENTRE AVENUE:  Mayor Randall deferred to Councilmember Reid for an 
explanation regarding removing the item from the Consent Agenda. 
   Councilmember Reid expressed concern with the proposed development exhibiting 
only one point of ingress and egress.  She requested that the city strives for two points of 
ingress and egress, noting the secondary access point as presented currently is only for 
emergency access.  Ms. Reid stated that she understood the action recommended was for 
setting the public hearing on the proposed development but hoped to start a discussion for 
increased access now. 
   City Manager La Margo stated that the Fire Marshal and International Fire Code did 
not require a second ingress/egress due to the single-story construction and fire suppression 
system constructed within each unit, which is beyond code requirements.  However, he noted 
the Community Development Department had requested a paved secondary emergency exit 
that will function as a pedestrian and bicycle access.  Mr. La Margo stated that the Community 
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Development Department did not pursue a secondary automobile access drive to Garden Lane 
due to negative feedback from the adjacent property owners. 
   Interim Community Development Director Forth explained that both the Public Safety 
and Traffic Engineer reviewed the project with neither requiring a second access point for the 
project.  He further noted that the proposed emergency access drive will be owned and 
operated by the developer. Mr. Forth provided additional information regarding recent traffic 
patterns and the benefits of a Lover's Lane access point as compared to access on Garden Lane.  
Mr. Forth closed by stating City Council has three options with the first being approval of the 
development plan as presented with the primary access point and secondary emergency 
access, or approve the development without any secondary emergency access, or to approve 
the proposed development with full vehicular access for both Lovers Lane, as well as Garden 
Lane. 
   Councilmember Reid inquired whether Garden Lane was slated for any type of 
improvements or reconstruction in the near future.  Interim Director Forth responded that it 
was not likely noting that Garden Lane had been recently re-paved.  Councilmember Reid 
encouraged City Council to pursue a second ingress/egress point in light of the number of 
residential units each featuring a two-car garage. 
   Councilmember Burns inquired whether the city currently had similar residential 
developments featuring single ingress and egress access.  Interim Director Forth confirmed 
citing several examples.  Councilmember Burns then asked whether staff had responded to the 
residents opposing the development during the Planning Commission process.  Interim Director 
Forth stated that staff was able to review and allay concerns with the residents prior to the 
Planning Commission's public hearing. 
   Following additional inquiries from City Council, Mr. Forth introduced Patricia Rakoci, 
the representative for the Redwood Living development.  Ms. Rakoci relayed similar 
communities constructed by the developer in Michigan and summarized the proposed project 
for the City of Portage. 
   Councilmember Reid asked the City Attorney to clarify whether to recommend a 
revision to the proposed development at the current meeting or wait for the September 8th 
public hearing.  City Attorney Brown responded that such a modification should be pursued 
during the public hearing. 
   Councilmember Urban asked whether Ms. Rakoci's firm was amenable to a secondary 
vehicular access point, noting that he simply desired to have the alternative option available at 
the public hearing in an effort to maintain an interconnected community.  Ms. Rakoci 
confirmed a secondary access point was possible. 
   Mayor Randall asked City Manager La Margo to notify the adjacent Garden Lane 
property owners that secondary access was under Council consideration for the September 8th 
public hearing. 
   Motion by Reid, seconded by Burns, to accept Rezoning Application #19/20-4, 
Redwood Living PD, 7801 Garden Lane and the north 660-feet of 1203 East Centre Avenue, for 
first reading and set a public hearing for September 8, 2020; and subsequent to the public 
hearing, consider approving Rezoning Application #19/20-4, Redwood Living PD and changing 
the zoning designation of 7801 Garden Lane and the north 660-feet of 1203 East Centre Avenue 
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from R-1B, one family residential to PD, planned development.  Upon a roll call vote, motion 
carried 7 to 0. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Councilmember Burns provided an update regarding the 
Central County Transportation Authority (CCTA).  He stated the CCTA continues to review its 
Youth Mobility Program operated in conjunction with Kalamazoo Public Schools (KPS).  Mr. 
Burns relayed the Metro Transit continues to board passengers from the rear entrance without 
charging fares until such a time when riders can board in the front safely.  He noted that the 
KPS demand for rides will be down in light of upcoming school year learning taking place 
remotely.  Finally, he highlighted a September 16th Public Hearing on the upcoming fiscal year 
CCTA budgets, which are in good shape as a result of CARES Act funding assistance. 
   Councilmember Reid provided an update regarding the Kalamazoo County 
Environmental Health Advisory Council (KCEHAC).  She noted that the KCEHAC has not met 
since March in light of COVID-19, but she had an informational update from the County Health 
and Human Services Department projects.  Ms. Reid relayed County efforts regarding the 
tracking of mosquito-related Eastern Equine Encephalitis and Zika, PFAS monitoring, and 
mitigation in partnership with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services for 
Portage, Cooper and Richland communities, as well as the provision of personal protective 
equipment to vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  Councilmember Reid also relayed that 
Kalamazoo County Health and Human Services Department is monitoring local restaurants for 
COVID-19 precautions and pursuing violations of the Governor’s Executive Orders. 
   Motion by Reid, seconded by Knapp, to accept the Council Committee Reports as 
presented.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
STATEMENTS OF CITY COUNCIL AND CITY MANAGER:  Councilmember Reid welcomed 
Councilmember Ledbetter, noting she looked forward to working with him in person soon. 
   Councilmember Urban also welcomed Councilmember Ledbetter, relaying that they had 
been able to have an informal conversation while out in their neighborhood as they learned 
they live in the same subdivision. 
   Councilmember Knapp welcomed Councilmember Ledbetter noting she looked forward 
to working with him. 
   Councilmember Burns also welcomed Councilmember Ledbetter.  Mr. Burns then asked 
the City Clerk for an update regarding the August 4th Primary Election, which City Clerk Eklov 
provided. 
   Councilmember Ledbetter thanked everyone for the welcoming words, noting that his 
life experiences have both prepared him for this role, as well as to assist in improving the city.  
Mr. Ledbetter expressed his love for Portage and noted he looks forward to his new position. 
   City Manager La Margo welcomed Councilmember Ledbetter as well, noting there are 
several upcoming projects in which he will be involved.  Mr. La Margo then thanked the Office 
of the City Clerk staff for their efforts with the August 4th Election.  Mr. La Margo closed by 
noting the well-attended 3-day charrette from the week prior regarding the Lake Center District 
Area and provided an update on that program. 
   Mayor Pro Tem Pearson welcomed Councilmember Ledbetter, stating it was an exciting 
time to be a part of the City Council. 
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   Mayor Randall also welcomed Councilmember Ledbetter, stating she looks forward to 
adding his perspective to the City Council.  She then congratulated the Office of the City Clerk 
on the August 4th Election and stressed the importance of voting, noting that Portage had the 
highest voter participation in Kalamazoo County.  Mayor Randall highlighted the recent protest 
by Portage Public School teachers, parents, and bus drivers regarding the Return to Learn plan.  
She stated that the City Council will support Portage Public Schools in any way while stressing 
that the city does not have authority over the school district.  Mayor Randall closed by stating 
she hopes a consensus regarding the upcoming school year can be safely achieved.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Randall adjourned the meeting at 8:06 p.m. 
 
 
         ____________________________________ 
         Erica L. Eklov, City Clerk 
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MINUTES FROM THE PRE-MEETING   
OF THE PORTAGE CITY COUNCIL   

OF AUGUST 24, 2020  
  
  Mayor Patricia Randall, via the WebEx meeting platform, called the meeting to order at 
8:00 a.m.  Councilmembers Lori Knapp, Vic Ledbetter, and Mayor Pro Tem Jim Pearson also 
joined via the WebEx meeting platform.  Councilmember Chris Burns, Claudette Reid and Terry 
Urban were absent with excuse.  Also in attendance were City Manager Joseph La Margo, 
Deputy City Manager Mike Carroll, Deputy City Manager Adam Herringa, and City Clerk Erica 
Eklov.    

With regard to Item A.2, Councilmember Knapp inquired about Check #314335 
regarding a $1,050 payment to Margaret Smith for an inconvenience fee relating to a retention 
basin.  City Manager La Margo stated he would research and respond. 

With regard to Item A.3, Mayor Pro Tem Pearson inquired whether a lead counsel would 
be present at each meeting.  City Manager La Margo responded that one would be present and 
after review of the new firm the anticipated primary attorney would be Catherin Kaufman.  
Mayor Pro Tem Pearson further inquired whether this included Planning Commission meetings 
in addition to City Council meetings, stressing consistency.  City Manager La Margo and Deputy 
City Manager Carroll confirmed and noted the Zoning Board of Appeals would also be included. 

With regard to Item A.4, Mayor Randall asked the City Manager to provide City Council 
with the list of pending grant applications, as well as notify the Council when the City 
Administration receives decisions regarding the outcomes for the new Community Senior 
Center project.  City Manager La Margo affirmed he would provide to Council.  Mayor Randall 
further requested the City Manager to advise City Council regarding the date of the 
groundbreaking. 

With regard to Item A.6, Councilmember Ledbetter inquired how Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) requests were handled specifically for the Police Division.  Mayor 
Randall responded that the Police Division handles its FOIA requests.  City Manager La Margo 
confirmed and noted the proposed FOIA Coordinator reassignment pertained to general city 
requests. 

With regard to Item A.7, Mayor Randall inquired about the status of the property 
adjacent to 217 East Centre Avenue.  City Manager La Margo responded that 217 East Centre is 
currently before Council for a decision while the City Administration continues to actively 
pursue the second, adjacent property.  Deputy City Manager Carroll confirmed the pending 
status of the second property will not delay the groundbreaking for the new Community Senior 
Center. 

With regard to Item A.8, Mayor Pro Tem Pearson asked for clarification regarding the 
potential for Eminent Domain.  Deputy City Manager Herringa responded that the Resolution 
solely pertained to easements for 10711 and 10313 East Shore Drive.  He further stated that the 
City Administration would need to come back before City Council regarding any additional 
adjacent properties.  Mayor Pro Tem Pearson further inquired whether there had been any 
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rebuff from the property owners.  Deputy City Manager Herringa responded that both property 
owners on East Shore Drive were willing to approve the proposed easements. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  Following a summary of the meeting, Mayor Randall adjourned the 

meeting at 8:13 a.m.    
 
 
                      __________________________________           
       Erica L. Eklov, City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM A.2.
AUGUST 25, 2020

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Joseph La Margo, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Accounts Payable Register
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Lauren VanderVeen, Interim Finance Director
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: Approval of the Accounts Payable Register of August 25, 

2020 as presented.
 
The City Council reviews and approves the bi-weekly Accounts Payable Register which includes 
automated clearing house payments, paper checks and auto-pay payments. The attached Accounts 
Payable Register covers the period August 2, 2020 through August 15, 2020 and notes $709,335.85 in 
automated clearing house payments, $459,065.50 in paper checks, $112,406.27 in auto-pay payments, 
$9,094,136.67 in electronic payments and ($751.78) in credit card payments for a grand total of 
$10,374,192.51.
 
FUNDING: Not Applicable 
 
Attachments: 1. Accounts Payable Register of August 25, 2020
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER
Check Dates From: 8/02/2020 to 8/15/2020

Page 1 of 7

Check Type:  ACH Transaction
Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
08/07/2020 13557(A) ABONMARCHE CONSULTANTS, INC ENGINEERING SVC/S WESTNEDGE-SHAVER 51,459.65
08/07/2020 13558(A) AKERS WOOD PRODUCTS RAMONA PARK STUMP REMOVAL 112.50
08/07/2020 13559(A) AMERICAN SAFETY & FIRST AID RANGER OFFICE FIRST AID 68.18
08/07/2020 13560(A) ANIMAL REMOVAL SERVICE, LLC ANIMAL REMOVAL SERVICES 1,430.00
08/07/2020 13561(A) AUMACK, MICHAEL UMPIRE PAYROLL 2020 225.00
08/07/2020 13562(A) BEEBE, RONALD E. UMPIRE PAYROLL 2020 200.00
08/07/2020 13563(A) BEST WAY DISPOSAL, INC. CURBSIDE RECYCLING PROGRAM  56,581.90
08/07/2020 13564(A) COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SOLUTIONS CONTRACT MOWING 1,416.64
08/07/2020 13565(A) ETNA SUPPLY, INC. TOUCHLESS TOILET FLUSH 1,788.00
08/07/2020 13566(A) F D LAKE COMPANY ANNUAL CHAIN INSPECTION 2,436.85
08/07/2020 13567(A) FORSHEE, MARK UMPIRE PAYROLL 2020 200.00
08/07/2020 13568(A) FURRY, WILLIAM FINANCE CONSULTANT SERVICES 2,012.50
08/07/2020 13569(A) HOJNACKI, DAVID UMPIRE PAYROLL 2020 138.00
08/07/2020 13570(A) IP CONSULTING, INC. CISCO SMARTNET RENEWAL 1,444.64
08/07/2020 13571(A) IRISH AYRES ENTERPRISES, LLC MOWING SERVICES             15,275.00
08/07/2020 13572(A) KLOSTERMAN DISTRIBUTING RAMONA CONCESSIONS 725.75
08/07/2020 13573(A) LOUTHAN, WILLIAM F UMPIRE PAYROLL 2020 168.00
08/07/2020 13574(A) MAPLE HILL SPRINKLING, INC. IRRIGATION START UP & REPAIRS 1,072.00
08/07/2020 13575(A) MARANA GROUP METER SERVICE 273.00
08/07/2020 13576(A) MATERIALS RESOURCES JANITORIAL SUPPLIES  150.30
08/07/2020 13577(A) MCCULLIN, LARRY W. UMPIRE PAYROLL 2020 48.00
08/07/2020 13578(A) MEEKHOF TIRE SALES & SERVICE INC. TIRES AND SERVICES       516.00
08/07/2020 13579(A) MICHIGAN PAVING & MATERIALS CO. ANGLING RD & MEREDITH ST RECONST 90,799.95
08/07/2020 13580(A) ONSTAFF USA INC TEMP EMPLOYEE - STREETS 6,654.08
08/07/2020 13581(A) PECKELS, CHRISTINE CLASS INSTRUCTOR YOGA 5 SESSIONS 300.00
08/07/2020 13582(A) PHILLIPS, KIMBERLY PROGRAM SUPPLIES REIMBURSEMENT 89.53
08/07/2020 13583(A) PRINTING SERVICES INC PORTAGER PRODUCTION 3,608.98
08/07/2020 13584(A) R W LAPINE INC. FIRE FACILITY MAINT 852.42
08/07/2020 13585(A) RHODES, KEVIN UMPIRE PAYROLL 2020 200.00
08/07/2020 13586(A) RIDDERMAN & SONS OIL CO. INC. GASOLINE AND DIESEL 12,217.75
08/07/2020 13587(A) ROAD EQUIPMENT PARTS CENTER MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES 614.99
08/07/2020 13588(A) ROBINSON, JASON UMPIRE PAYROLL 2020 94.00
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER
Check Dates From: 8/02/2020 to 8/15/2020

Page 2 of 7

Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
08/07/2020 13589(A) SCHUMACHER, MICHAEL LEADERSHIP SKILLS DEV SEMINAR 100.00
08/07/2020 13590(A) SUEZ WATER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES HYDRANT REPAIR REIMBURSEMENT            3,646.62
08/07/2020 13591(A) VERPLANK TRUCKING CO. LIMESTONE DELIVERY        1,569.96
08/14/2020 13592(A) C T S TELECOM, INC. DEDICATED FIBER OPTIC CIRCUIT 3,418.75
08/14/2020 13593(A) CARRIER CORPORATION CITY HALL/AIR CONDENSING & COILS 96,000.00
08/14/2020 13594(A) EKLOV, ERICA ELECTION SUPPLIES REIMBURSEMENT 292.90
08/14/2020 13595(A) HARTFORD LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY LIFE & LTD INSURANCE  9,478.23
08/14/2020 13596(A) KUSHNER & COMPANY, INC. KUSHNER & CO. FSA & COBRA ADMIN 284.48
08/14/2020 13597(A) MICROSYSTEMS, INC. PAPERVISION LICENSES 997.50
08/14/2020 13598(A) MIH MICHIGAN LLC DISASTER RECOVERY SVC MO CHARGE 1,757.70
08/14/2020 13599(A) ONSTAFF USA INC ELECTIONS TEMP EMPLOYEE 6,283.17
08/14/2020 13600(A) PORTAGE COMMUNITY CENTER HUD - PARKING LOT PROJECT 150,000.00
08/14/2020 13601(A) REPUBLIC SERVICES OF WEST MICHIGAN WASTE SERVICES             1,172.33
08/14/2020 13602(A) SEVERANCE ELECTRIC COMPANY,INC INSTALL SERVICE PEDESTAL                3,116.00
08/14/2020 13603(A) SUEZ WATER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES UTILITY SYSTEM OPERATION                178,044.60

Total ACH: 709,335.85

Check Type:  Paper
08/07/2020 314259 19 PROPS REFUND CREDIT BAL AT 525 ROMENCE 738.60
08/07/2020 314260 4 SEASONS TREE SERVICES, LLC TREE REMOVAL    2,800.00
08/07/2020 314261 ALDER, SANDRA INSTRUCTOR FEE 1,050.00
08/07/2020 314262 BAILEY TERRA NOVA FARMS SNAP REIMBURSEMENT 45.00
08/07/2020 314263 BALKEMA EXCAVATING, INC. WETHERBEE IMPROVEMENTS/SAN SEWER 105,912.31
08/07/2020 314264 BESTEMAN, CARL TRIP REFUND 200414 CELTIC WOMAN 100.00
08/07/2020 314265 BEYONDTRUST CORPORATION BOMGAR RENEWAL 2,421.05
08/07/2020 314266 BUEHRLE, RICHARD C JR & BROOKE BD BOND REFUND 400.00
08/07/2020 314267 BURKE, ROBYN SWIM LESSONS REFUND 45.00
08/07/2020 314268 CARTWRIGHT, PAUL SURVIVAL SUNDAY FAMILY CAMP REF 90.00
08/07/2020 314269 CENTERS, NANCY STUART MANOR RENTAL REFUND 300.00
08/07/2020 314270 CHEESE PEOPLE OF GRAND RAPIDS SNAP REIMBURSEMENT 60.00
08/07/2020 314271 CHICAGO TITLE OF MICHIGAN OP SUMMER 2020 TAXES 4302 E CENTRE 641.72
08/07/2020 314272 CINTAS CORP. UNIFORM RENTAL FOR INSPECTORS 17.39
08/07/2020 314273 CLEAR CHANNEL AIRPORTS AIRPORT ADVERTISING 2,852.00
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER
Check Dates From: 8/02/2020 to 8/15/2020

Page 3 of 7

Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
08/07/2020 314274 COBLE, KENDI SWIM LESSONS REFUND 45.00
08/07/2020 314275 CUBIC, THOMAS OP 4823 BRIARHILL DR FINAL WATER 140.38
08/07/2020 314276 CULVER, BARB REFUND FOR FINAL BILL-205 RUTH ST 104.48
08/07/2020 314277 DAVE'S CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC. AVON/DEVON SIDEWALKS   530.00
08/07/2020 314278 DEVON TITLE AGENCY OP 5327 WISTERIA ST FINAL WATER 7.57
08/07/2020 314279 DUMONT, SONYA RAMONA PARK RENTAL & VOUCHERS REF 240.00
08/07/2020 314280 DUNLOP, JOHN W FISH CAMP INSTRUCTION 210.00
08/07/2020 314281 EMERGENCY VEHICLE PRODUCTS FIRE APPARATUS MAINT 2,480.00
08/07/2020 314282 FABRICATED FLEX & HOSE VACTOR HOSES            372.82
08/07/2020 314283 FOYZUNNESSA, YASMIN RAMONA PARK RENTAL REFUND 110.00
08/07/2020 314284 FREIGHTLINER OF GRAND RAPIDS, INC. TRUCK MAINTENANCE    253.79
08/07/2020 314285 FULTON & SONS INC., JAMES E SPRING CLEANUP 2020    3,729.00
08/07/2020 314286 FUTURE PRO, INC. BASKETBALL HOOPS-OAKLAND DR PK 3,855.00
08/07/2020 314287 GARCIA, EDUARDO SCHRIER PARK DEPOSIT REFUND 150.00
08/07/2020 314288 GILBERTSON, SAM SWP TOURNAMENT FIELD RENTAL REF 140.00
08/07/2020 314289 GORDON FOOD SERVICE RAMONA CONCESSIONS 286.01
08/07/2020 314290 HAMMOND, LEA SCHRIER DEPOSIT & RENTAL REFUND 350.00
08/07/2020 314291 HAWKINS, JESSICA SWIM LESSONS REFUND 45.00
08/07/2020 314292 HAYWARD BAKER INC. FIRE ST #2 AGGREGATE PIERS 11,586.79
08/07/2020 314293 HENICKY, ROBERT OP WATER BILLS FOR VALLEYWOOD LN 2,837.16
08/07/2020 314294 HIMEBAUGH, NICOLE RAMONA PARK RENTAL REFUND 110.00
08/07/2020 314295 HOME DEPOT MISC BUILDING SUPPLIES 219.89
08/07/2020 314296 HOOGENBOOM, CATHLEEN SWIM LESSONS REFUND 45.00
08/07/2020 314297 HOPPS, BARBARA PICKLEBALL SESSION 2 REFUND 25.00
08/07/2020 314298 HORNEV, ALLISON SWIM LESSONS REFUND 45.00
08/07/2020 314299 INCREDIBLE KETTLE SNAP REIMBURSEMENT 56.00
08/07/2020 314300 INSIGHT PUBLIC SECTOR, INC. WEBCAMS FOR PCS 555.61
08/07/2020 314301 JACKSON, LYSSA SWIM LESSONS REFUND 90.00
08/07/2020 314302 JEFFRIES, TERESA LAKEVIEW PAVILION REFUND 220.00
08/07/2020 314303 KALAMAZOO COUNTY TREASURER 2019 PRE REFUND-PARCEL 08531-007-A 14.02
08/07/2020 314304 KALAMAZOO COUNTY TREASURER 2019 PRE REFUND-PARCEL 01640-025-O 25.10
08/07/2020 314305 KALAMAZOO COUNTY TREASURER REIMB RETIREE PAYOUT PER 1997 AGREEM 5,629.37
08/07/2020 314306 KALAMAZOO COUNTY TREASURER OAKBROOK AUG 2020 MOBILE HM TAXES 322.50
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08/07/2020 314307 KALSEE CREDIT UNION OP SUMMER 2020 TAX PARCEL # 055 2,755.41
08/07/2020 314308 KEENAN, CHRIS RAMONA SOCCER DEPOSIT REFUND 100.00
08/07/2020 314309 KRAGT, POLLY SWIM LESSONS REFUND 45.00
08/07/2020 314310 KZOO TIRE COMPANY POLICE VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 784.50
08/07/2020 314311 LAMORANDIER, SANDY HAYLOFT THEATRE RENTAL REFUND 1,140.00
08/07/2020 314312 LECHOTA, SUZANNE RAMONA PARK RENTAL REFUND 110.00
08/07/2020 314313 LUBRATICH, BRANDT AMPHITHEATRE RENTAL REFUND 240.00
08/07/2020 314314 MACHIELA, JORI SWIM LESSONS REFUND 45.00
08/07/2020 314315 MAGEE, MEGAN SCHRIER PARK RENTAL REFUND 450.00
08/07/2020 314316 MAIN STREET PORTRAITS INC PHOTGRAPHY SERVICES 437.00
08/07/2020 314317 MATUREN, NICOLE SWIM LESSONS REFUND 90.00
08/07/2020 314318 MICHIGAN PAVEMENT MARKINGS LLC MAJOR/LOCAL STREETS SPECIALTY MARKING 107,300.80
08/07/2020 314319 MOSQUITO CONTROL OF SW MICHIGAN DET. PIKACHU MOVIE        2,214.00
08/07/2020 314320 PACKER, ADAM SWIM LESSONS REFUND 90.00
08/07/2020 314321 PEREZ, ABDON HAYLOFT DEPOSIT & RENTAL REFUND 360.00
08/07/2020 314322 PETERMAN CONCRETE CO. PICKLEBALL COVER-RAMONA PK 146.23
08/07/2020 314323 POPP, ROBERT LAKEVIEW SOFTBALL DEP REFUND 140.00
08/07/2020 314324 QUINN, LEANDRA SWIM LESSONS REFUND 90.00
08/07/2020 314325 REVERSKI, MICKEY SCHRIER PARK PAV RENTAL REFUND 110.00
08/07/2020 314326 RICKSTAD, CHLOE OP FINAL WATER BILL 4213 CEDARCREST 102.20
08/07/2020 314327 ROSEBOOM, AMY RAMONA PARK RENTAL REFUND 110.00
08/07/2020 314328 SANDERS, SAMANTHA SWIM LESSONS REFUND 45.00
08/07/2020 314329 SARKOZY BAKERY LLC SNAP REIMBURSEMENT 33.00
08/07/2020 314330 SCHARBONEAU, SAMANTHA GRAIN ELEVATOR DEP & RENTAL REF 257.50
08/07/2020 314331 SCHUPAN & SONS, INC. PROTECTIVE TABLETOP SNEEZE GUARDS 2,277.60
08/07/2020 314332 SEMELBAUER, MICHELLE GRAIN ELEVATOR DEP & RENTAL  REF 280.00
08/07/2020 314333 SERVICELINK, LLC OP STAX20 & UB ACCT-6576 PLEASANT 162.26
08/07/2020 314334 SIGN SHOP OF WESTERN MICHIGAN COVID REGULATIONS SIGN 75.00
08/07/2020 314335 SMITH, MARGARET INCONVENIENCE FEE/RETENTION BASIN 1,050.00
08/07/2020 314336 STAR TITLE AGENCY OP FINAL WATER BILL 7227 PROVENCE 56.86
08/07/2020 314337 SUPERIOR BUSINESS SOLUTIONS CERTIFICATE HOLDERS 1,000.30
08/07/2020 314338 THOMAS, TINA RAMONA PARK RENTAL REFUND 110.00
08/07/2020 314339 TITLE SOURCE AGENCY OP 5347 PLATEAU UTILITY ACCOUNT 96.97
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
08/07/2020 314340 TITLE SOURCE AGENCY OP 7453 JAMAICA LANE WATER BILL 126.66
08/07/2020 314341 TRUGREEN PROCESSING LANDSCAPE SERVICES 943.57
08/07/2020 314342 USPS PORTAGER POSTAGE 8,600.00
08/07/2020 314343 USPS REFILL POSTAGE METER 5,000.00
08/07/2020 314344 VALLEY CITY SIGN VETERAN'S MEMORIAL        2,590.00
08/07/2020 314345 VANGUARD FIRE & SUPPLY CO., INC. ABC EXTINGUISHERS & MAINT 679.49
08/07/2020 314346 VERIZON WIRELESS CELLULAR TELEPHONES 4,840.48
08/07/2020 314347 VERSALIFT MIDWEST, LLC BUCKET AND CRANE SVC    845.00
08/07/2020 314348 WHALEY, DANIELLE SCHRIER DEPOSIT & RENTAL REFUND 275.00
08/07/2020 314349 WIGHTMAN ENGINEERING SERVICES         4,148.75
08/07/2020 314350 WILKE, TRISTAN SCHRIER DEPOSIT & RENTAL REFUND 350.00
08/07/2020 314351 WOODBURN, JAMIE SWIM LESSONS REFUND 90.00
08/07/2020 314352 WYOMING ASPHALT PAVING CO. INC RAMONA PARK LOT PAVING  123,900.00
08/14/2020 314353 ADVANCE II LLC ELECTION TEMP EMPLOYEE 2,913.54
08/14/2020 314354 ALLEGRA PRINT & IMAGING PRINTING SERVICES 986.00
08/14/2020 314355 ARTWEAR APPAREL GRAPHICS, INC. DRI-FIT GRAPHITE LONG SLEEVE/RANGERS 102.00
08/14/2020 314356 AT&T ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS 6,572.42
08/14/2020 314357 BECK, EMILY LAKEVIEW SOFTBALL DEPOSIT REFUND 100.00
08/14/2020 314358 CFP HOLDING COMPANY, LLC FIRE ALARM ROUTINE INSPECTIONS 1,072.70
08/14/2020 314359 CITY OF KALAMAZOO TREASURER WATER SERVICE                 389.08
08/14/2020 314360 DURIAN, TAMMY REIMB FOR PRECINCT TACKLE BOXES 174.79
08/14/2020 314361 FOUTS, ANNA MAILBOX REIMBURSMENT 44.00
08/14/2020 314362 JOHNSTON LEWIS ASSOCIATES INC. INSURANCE ON STORAGE TANKS 4,975.35
08/14/2020 314363 KEENAN, CHRIS RAMONA SOCCER NORTH DEPOSIT REF 100.00
08/14/2020 314364 KNOX CO. FIRE FACILITY MAINT 176.00
08/14/2020 314365 NATIONS TITLE AGENCY OF MICHIGAN OP FINAL SEWER BILL-5124 BRONSON 48.52
08/14/2020 314366 SEECLICKFIX, INC. SEE CLICK FIX ANNUAL LICENSE 10,185.00
08/14/2020 314367 THOMPSON, LISA HAYLOFT THEATRE RENTAL REFUND 1,040.00
08/14/2020 314368 UNITED PARTY & EVENT SERVICES HAMPTON BOG MEETING EQUIPMENT 953.00
08/14/2020 314369 VERIZON WIRELESS WIRELESS SERVICE 48.12
08/14/2020 314370 ZERO WASTE USA, INC. PET WASTE BAGS 2,187.84

Total Paper Checks: 459,065.50
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount
Check Type:  Auto-pay Payment

08/03/2020 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC 124.42
08/05/2020 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC 18,754.87
08/06/2020 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC 45,345.98
08/07/2020 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC 1,482.11
08/10/2020 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC 9,579.57
08/11/2020 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC 24,561.20
08/12/2020 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC 886.65
08/13/2020 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC 582.60
08/14/2020 CONSUMERS ENERGY GAS-ELECTRIC 11,088.87

Total Auto-pay Payments: 112,406.27

Check Type: Electronic Payment 
08/07/2020 MULTIPLE WEEKLY TAX DISBURSEMENT 1,991,155.10
08/14/2020 MULTIPLE WEEKLY TAX DISBURSEMENT 7,065,135.00
08/14/2020 ICMA PENSION WITHHOLDINGS 37,846.57

Total Electronic Payments: 9,094,136.67

Check Type:  Credit Card Transactions
07/01/2020 BUZZSPROUT.COM PODCAST MONTHLY PODCAST HOSTING SERVICE 24.00
07/01/2020 OPERA GRAND RAPIDS SENIOR CENTER TRIP CREDIT (588.00)
07/02/2020 MICHIGAN CPA ANNUAL MICHIGAN CPA MEMBERSHIP 315.00
07/03/2020 VECMAR COMPUTER SOLUTIONS TREASURY CHECK SCANNER 929.69
07/07/2020 AMAZON.COM ELECTION SUPPLIES STORAGE BOXES 127.89
07/09/2020 CHICAGO CUBS SENIOR CENTER TRIP CREDIT (2,486.40)
07/09/2020 CHICAGO CUBS SENIOR CENTER TRIP CREDIT (30.00)
07/09/2020 NAUTICA QUEEN SENIOR CENTER TRIP CREDIT (485.00)
07/14/2020 SHAW FESTIVAL SENIOR CENTER TRIP CREDIT (311.47)
07/14/2020 SPL MIFMA MI FARMERS MARKET ASSOC MEM 250.00
07/15/2020 AMZN MKTP SUPPLIES-LANTERN EVENT AT RAMONA 9.41
07/16/2020 SOCIETYFORHUMANRESOURCE ANNUAL SOCIETY FOR HR MEM 219.00
07/20/2020 AMAZON.COM RET ELECTION SUP STORAGE BOXES (36.54)
07/20/2020 AMAZON.COM RET ELECTION SUP STORAGE BOXES (54.81)
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07/20/2020 AMAZON.COM RET ELECTION SUP STORAGE BOXES (36.54)
07/20/2020 EPSON   AMERICA TREASURY CHECK SCANNER REPAIR 194.00
07/21/2020 AMZN MKTP SUPPLIES-LANTERN EVENT AT RAMONA 20.13
07/21/2020 DRAYTON ENTERTAINMENT SENIOR CENTER TRIP CREDIT (73.51)
07/22/2020 CLEVELANDINDIANS TIX SENIOR CENTER TRIP CREDIT (186.00)
07/27/2020 AMAZON.COM WATER FILTRATION SYS-CHAMBERS 297.40
07/27/2020 BIRANDO SUPPLIES-LANTERN EVENT AT RAMONA 14.97
07/27/2020 SMK SURVEYMONKEY.COM ANNUAL FEE FOR SERVICE 288.00
07/28/2020 WEB SECURE  POSITIVESS SSL CERTIFICATE - WEBSITE 75.00
07/29/2020 WEB SECURE  POSITIVESS SSL CERTIFICATE - WEBSITE/DOMAINS 209.00
07/29/2020 WEB SECURE  POSITIVESS SSL CERTIFICATE - WEBSITE 75.00
07/29/2020 WEB SECURE  POSITIVESS SSL CERTIFICATE - WEBSITE 75.00
07/30/2020 NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF GOVE INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC PROCUREMENT MEM 190.00
07/31/2020 BUZZSPROUT.COM PODCAST MONTHLY PODCAST HOSTING SERVICE 24.00
07/31/2020 PAYPAL REALTYRATES COMM/INDUSTRIAL SURVEY-ASSESSORS 199.00

Total Credit Card Payments: (751.78)

Grand Total: 10,374,192.51
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM A.3.
AUGUST 25, 2020

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Joseph La Margo, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Appointment of City Attorneys
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Michael Carroll, Deputy City Manager
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: Appoint Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber & Kaufman, P.C. as 

City Attorneys for General Municipal & Legal Prosecution 
Services, with Catherine P. Kaufman appointed as lead City 
Attorney; and to appoint Douglas A. Boodt, PLLC as conflict 
counsel and for use on special projects, as needed.

 
The five-year contract between the City of Portage and Randall L. Brown and Associates, PLC of 
Portage, Michigan, for city legal services expires on August 31, 2020.  The City Council, at the regular 
meeting of June 9, 2020, authorized the City Manager to seek informal proposals from local legal firms 
for general municipal city attorney services and separately for municipal prosecuting services.  Below is 
a summary of those activities.

First, the Charter of the City of Portage addresses the issue in how a City Attorney is appointed.  
Section 6.2(a) states “the Council shall appoint the City Manager and the City Attorney who shall each 
serve at the pleasure of the Council.”  As a result of that Charter requirement, the City Attorney is 
appointed directly by the City Council in a manner similar to that of the City Manager.  The City 
Attorney’s duties are also outlined by the City Charter; Section 6.6 states in part that the City Attorney 
“shall act as the legal advisor of and be responsible to the Council in all respects concerning the 
performance of its official duties.”  The City Attorney also serves as an advisor to the City Manager 
concerning legal issues affecting the City Administration.  The City Attorney prosecutes all ordinance 
violations, as well as prepares and reviews all ordinances, regulations, contracts and bonds.  The City 
Attorney attends and advises for all City Council meetings.  The City Attorney also serves the various 
boards and commissions of the city.  The City Attorney performs other duties as prescribed by the 
Charter and the Council as needed.

The Request for Proposal (RFP) allowed applicants to submit a proposal for:  a) General Municipal City 
Attorney Services solely; b) Prosecution Legal Services solely; or c) General Municipal City Attorney 
Services and Prosecution Legal Services.

Current City Attorney Randall Brown merged his law practice with that of Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, 
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Seeber & Kaufman, P.C. on July 1st.  Attorney Brown’s contract with the City was assigned to his new 
firm that same date.

The Bauckham law firm was the only submittal for all three categories of services listed above.  One 
other attorney (Douglas A. Boodt, PLLC) submitted a proposal for Prosecution Legal Services solely.  
Both proposals are attached to this report.  Bauckham’s proposal was on an annual & cost per month 
basis, whereas Boodt’s proposal was hourly.  In light of the fact that Bauckham’s first two years of their 
proposal (for a 9 member law firm) are less than the City is currently paying (for a two member law 
firm), Administration feels that financially, their proposal is entirely reasonable.  Boodt’s proposal is 
also well within the price per hour for municipal prosecution as previously discussed in the Committee 
of the Whole on City Attorney Services.  As for Bauckham’s submittal being presented in all three 
categories, it is noted that the difference between their General Municipal & their General Municipal 
with Prosecution submittals is only approximately $25,000 per year.

City Administration has met with 3 of the partners of the Bauckham firm, and one of their associates.  
Further, City Administration has also had the opportunity over the last 7 weeks to observe the results of 
the Bauckham firm with regards to Municipal Prosecutions.  City Administration has also been 
contacted by staff members within Community Development.  One indicated that their experience of the 
new prosecutor – Roxanne Seeber – has been very positive.  The other indicated that a judge or 
magistrate complimented the City for entering into a relationship with Roxanne Seeber.  It is 
Administration’s view that the bench at Bauckham is fairly deep – over several practice areas – and that 
they are very competent attorneys.

City Administration also checked references on Attorney Douglas A. Boodt and received very favorable 
feedback.

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council, consistent with Section 6.2 of the City Charter, appoint 
Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber & Kaufman, P.C. as the City Attorney, for General Municipal and 
Prosecution Legal Services, with Catherine P. Kaufman as the City’s lead contact.  Also, the 
Administration recommends that Council appoint Douglas A. Boodt, as conflict counsel and for use in 
special projects as needed. 
 
FUNDING: The FY 2020-2021 City Council approved budget allocates sufficient funds for city legal 

services. 
 
Attachments: 1. Baukham Proposal

2. Boodt Proposal
3. City Attorney Services RFP Tabulation
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CITY ATTORNEY SERVICES
PROPOSAL TABULATION

Proposals opened 7/23/20 Proposal Tabulation prepared 7/24/20

Annual
Monthly 
Payment

Annual
Monthly 
Payment

Fee Schedule for General Municipal Law
September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021 $200,000.00 $16,666.67 NA NA
September 1, 2021 to August 31, 2022 $200,000.00 $16,666.67 NA NA
September 1, 2022 to August 31, 2023 $210,000.00 $17,500.00 NA NA
September 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024 $210,000.00 $17,500.00 NA NA
September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025 $210,000.00 $17,500.00 NA NA

Fee Schedule for Prosecution Legal Services
September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021 $100,000.00 $8,333.33
September 1, 2021 to August 31, 2022 $100,000.00 $8,333.33
September 1, 2022 to August 31, 2023 $105,000.00 $8,750.00 See Attached Proposal
September 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024 $105,000.00 $8,750.00
September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025 $105,000.00 $8,750.00

Fee Schedule for General Municipal Law and 
Prosecution Legal Services
September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021 $225,718.00 $18,809.83 NA NA
September 1, 2021 to August 31, 2022 $225,718.00 $18,809.83 NA NA
September 1, 2022 to August 31, 2023 $237,003.90 $19,750.33 NA NA
September 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024 $237,003.90 $19,750.33 NA NA
September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025 $237,003.90 $19,750.33 NA NA

Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, 
Seeber & Kaufman, P.C.

Douglas A. Boodt, 
PLLC
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM A.4.
AUGUST 25, 2020

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Joseph La Margo, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: MCACA Grant Application Support
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Kathleen Hoyle, Director of Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizen 
Services
Kimberly Phillips, Senior Citizen Services Manager

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: Resolve to support the grant application to the Michigan Council 

for Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) in the amount of 
$100,000 to support construction the performing arts space in the 
new Charles and Lynn Zhang Portage Community Senior Center.

 
The Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs offers a grant that provides capital support for arts-
related projects. In April, the Senior Citizen Services Manager submitted a grant request in the amount 
of $100,000 to assist with the cost of the performing arts area in the new Portage Community Senior 
Center, with notification expected in September 2020. The grant application requires approval by the 
City Council of the pending application. It is recommended that City Council resolve to support the 
grant application to the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs in the amount of $100,000 to 
support the construction of the performing arts space in the new Charles and Lynn Zhang Portage 
Community Senior Center. 
 
FUNDING: Not Applicable  
 
Attachments: None 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM A.5.
AUGUST 25, 2020

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Joseph La Margo, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Blue Care Network Advantage Plan
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Shannon Hertz, Director of Human Resources
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: Approve a one-year contract, with the option for two additional 

one-year renewals, with Blue Care Network for the Blue Care 
Network Advantage Plan for retiree health insurance and 
authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to 
the contract renewal on behalf of the city.

 
The Blue Care Network Advantage Plan provides supplemental retiree health insurance coverage to 
Portage Police Officers’ Association (PPOA) retirees and spouses with Medicare coverage.  The 
supplemental insurance coverage is based upon retirees and spouses enrolling in the plan with 
qualifications based upon the PPOA Retiree Health Plan document.

In 2012, the collective bargaining agreement between the city and the PPOA resulted in a change to 
supplemental retiree health insurance coverage for PPOA retirees and spouses eligible for Medicare 
coverage.  The Blue Care Network Advantage Plan provides a less expensive alternative to the former 
PPOA retiree health coverage, Blue Care Network-HMO.

The Blue Care Network Advantage Plan contract expires on December 31, 2020.  The city has received 
a premium decrease of 16.75%, including taxes.  Premiums associated with Blue Care Network 
Advantage Plan are non-negotiable and plan coverage levels are defined in the PPOA labor agreement.  
The PPOA reimburses the city for all retiree health benefits.  For reference, the 2019 calendar year cost 
is estimated to total $94,546.90; the 2020 calendar year cost is estimated to be $84,291.48 with the 
premium decrease.   

City Council approval of a one-year contract for the Blue Care Network Advantage Plan is 
recommended for the period of January 1, 2021 – December 31, 2021, with the option for two, one-year 
renewals. 
 
FUNDING: Premiums are paid by the City of Portage to Blue Care Network on a monthly basis, 

however, reimbursement is made in full to the city on a monthly basis by the PPOA 
Retiree Health Plan which is administered by the PPOA. 
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Attachments: None 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM A.6.
AUGUST 25, 2020

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Joseph La Margo, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Resolution to Designate Freedom of Information Act Coordinator
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Erica Eklov, City Clerk
Mary Beth Block, Public Information Officer

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: Adopt the Resolution to Designate the Freedom of Information 

Act Coordinator and designate the Public Information Officer.
 
Consistent with the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Public Act 442 of 1976, a citizen 
can request to inspect or obtain copies of public records prepared, owned, used, possessed, or retained 
by the city.  Per Section 15.236, a municipality shall designate an individual as the public body's FOIA 
coordinator who is responsible for accepting and processing requests for the public body's public 
records and approving a denial of records.  Under the statue, a FOIA coordinator is also allowed to 
designate another individual to act on his or her behalf in accepting and processing requests for the 
public body's public records, and in approving a denial. 

Historically the City Clerk and Deputy City Clerk have functioned as the FOIA Coordinator for the City 
of Portage with the Police Division Records staff directly responding to Public Safety records requests, 
under the oversight of the City Clerk. With the July 1, 2020 creation of the Office of Public Information 
and the increased work demand in the Office of the City Clerk, it is recommended that FOIA activities 
be more appropriately reassigned to the Public Information Officer for the city.  The Police Division 
Records staff would continue to directly respond to Public Safety records requests, under the oversight 
of the PIO.  Municipalities throughout Michigan assign the FOIA Coordinator position differently.  
Many utilize the Clerk, whereas the City of Warren and Village of Vicksburg utilize their 
Communications Director or Director of Community Engagement.  The cities of Kalamazoo, Grand 
Rapids, and Dearborn appoint the City Attorney as the FOIA Coordinator.  Delta Charter Township and 
Bay City designate the Township or City Manager as their FOIA Coordinator.  

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council adopt the Resolution to Designate the Freedom of 
Information Act Coordinator and designate the Public Information Officer as the FOIA Coordinator. 
 
FUNDING: Not Applicable. 
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Attachments: 1. FOIA Coordinator Resolution
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM A.7.
AUGUST 25, 2020

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Joseph La Margo, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Purchase of 217 E. Centre Ave.
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Michael Carroll, Deputy City Manager
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: To authorize the City Manager to sign a contract for, and 

purchase, 217 E. Centre Ave. with a purchase price of $137,000 
and closing costs and expenses not to exceed an additional 
$3,000.

 
The City of Portage has been attempting to acquire two parcels of land (217 E. Centre and 225 E. 
Centre) to allow the fully planned construction of the new Community Senior Center to be completed.  
City Administration has been negotiating with those two property owners since the beginning of the 
year.  

The owner of 217 E. Centre has agreed to a contract with the purchase price of $137,000.  The City 
Administration has agreed to cover the title insurance policy costs, which would typically be paid by the 
Seller.  It is believed those costs will not exceed $1,000.  To allow an expeditious closing, City 
Administration is asking for a cushion of closing costs not to exceed $3,000.

It is recommended that City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract for the purchase 
of 217 E. Centre Avenue. 
 
FUNDING: The approved 2020-2021 budget contains property acquisition funding for this purchase. 
 
Attachments: None 

(47)          



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM A.8.
AUGUST 25, 2020

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Joseph La Margo, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Resolution of Necessity Approval for Austin Lake Trail Land Purchases
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Kathleen Hoyle, Director of Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizen 
Services

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: Adopt a Resolution of Necessity to acquire two fee simple 

interests for development of the Austin Lake Trail.
 
The Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Capital Improvement Program budget includes funding for property 
acquisition for the Austin Lake Trail, a three-mile, 10-foot-wide non-motorized trail that will generally 
follow the original Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad right-of-way along the east side of Austin Lake.  
The trail will connect the southern city limits of the City of Portage to Zylman Avenue, providing a 
connection for Austin Lake area residents to the Portage Trailway system and Ramona Park.  Easements 
in support of Austin Lake Trail development have been acquired from Pfizer, Inc.; however, additional 
property will be required to complete the new three-mile trail as identified on the the attached map.  

At this time, a Resolution of Resolution of Necessity to proceed with negotiations for the purchase of 
two additional properties (identified as the yellow line on the attached map) is appropriate.  These two 
parcels represent the southern portion of the Austin Lake Trail between the city limit and Nash Avenue. 
The Resolution of Necessity is needed to comply with federal land acquisition regulations as federal 
grant funds from the Michigan Department of Transportation will be requested for future construction 
of the trail.  Appraisals have been completed for these two parcels and Good Faith Offers are being 
prepared by Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. to be presented to the two land owners to 
begin negotiations.  

It is recommended that City Council adopt the Resolution of Necessity to acquire two fee simple 
interests for development of the Austin Lake Trail. 
 
FUNDING: Not Applicable 
 
Attachments: 1. Resolution of Necessity Austin Lake Trail 081920

2. Austin Lake Trail Route
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Nash Ave..

Austin Lake Trail Already Acquired (Pfizer)

Resolution of Necessity to Negotiate

Pending
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM A.9.
AUGUST 25, 2020

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Joseph La Margo, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Application for Transfer and Upgrade of Liquor License - Wine and Canvas (7055 
South Westnedge)

 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Erica Eklov, City Clerk
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: Recommend approval by the Michigan Liquor Control 

Commission (MLCC) of the Application for Transfer and 
Upgrade of Liquor License by Wine and Canvas for 7055 South 
Westnedge.

 
The Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) requires local government consideration of the 
attached Local Government Approval Resolution prior to the MLCC review of a request for a transfer 
of location for an active Retail - On Premises (Tavern) License.  The applicant, Wine and Canvas, is 
transferring its existing license from a prior store front in Oshtemo Township to an existing store front 
in the City of Portage at 7055 South Westnedge Avenue.  Further, the applicant is also applying to the 
MLCC to “upgrade” the classification of the existing Tavern license to a Class C license. If a request 
entails transfer classification of an on-premises license that allows the sale and service of only beer and 
wine to a license that allows the sale and service of beer, wine, and spirits, the local governmental unit 
where the license is located must have approved the sale of spirits for on-premises consumption.

Positive reviews of the application were recently completed by the Departments of Community 
Development, Finance and Fire Division of the Department of Public Safety.  It is recommended that 
City Council recommend approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) of the 
Application for Transfer and Upgrade of Liquor License by Wine and Canvas for 7055 South 
Westnedge. 
 
FUNDING: Not Applicable 
 
Attachments: 1. Applicant Request

2. Local Government Approval Resolution
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WNC of Kalamazoo 2 llc
Wine & Canvas Kalamazoo
7055 South Westnedge Avenue, Portage, MI 49002
269-290-2445

Portage City Clerk Office,

I am requesting a liquor license transfer to conduct business in Portage.  The license #240695 
transferring from Oshtemo Twp. 5031 W Main St, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 to Portage Twp. 7055 
South Westnedge Avenue, Portage, MI 49002.

The use of the liquor license will be for Wine & Canvas which is a paint & sip located in the 
Sam’s Club Plaza.  This will enable us to serve wine, beer and other light spirits to our customers 
during painting classes.

The transfer request has been submitted to the Sate of Michigan Request ID # RQ-2007-08920 
and is pending approval from the Local Government with submission of form LLC-106, 
attached.

I am the sole llc member with 100% ownership.

Thank you for your consideration.

Nechole Culp
Owner Wine & Canvas, Kalamazoo
Home Address:
2973 Hunters Meadow
Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Cell: 269-986-5066
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Business ID:

Request ID: 
(For MLCC use only)

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) 

Toll Free: 866-813-0011 • www.michigan.gov/lcc 
 

• You must obtain a recommendation from the local legislative body for a new on-premises license application, certain types of license 
classification transfers, and/or a new banquet facility permit.

• Complete this resolution or provide a resolution, along with certification from the clerk or adopted minutes from the meeting at 
which this request was considered.

for the following license(s):

(township, city, village)

Instructions for Applicants:

Instructions for Local Legislative Body:

LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program.Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. LCC-106 (10/15)

(township, city, village)

to be located at:

(date)

(time)

Banquet Facility Permit Address of Banquet Facility:

Under Article IV, Section 40, of the Constitution of Michigan (1963), the Commission shall exercise complete control of the alcoholic beverage traffic 
within this state, including the retail sales thereof, subject to statutory limitations.  Further, the Commission shall have the sole right, power, and duty to 
control the alcoholic beverage traffic and traffic in other alcoholic liquor within this state, including the licensure of businesses and individuals.

council/board

the following resolution was offered:

and the following permit, if applied for: 

If disapproved, the reasons for disapproval are

approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

this application be considered forIt is the consensus of this body that it
        (recommends/does not recommend)

Vote

DateSignature of ClerkPrint Name of Clerk

Please  return this completed form along with any corresponding documents to: 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 30005, Lansing, MI 48909 
Hand deliveries or overnight packages: Constitution Hall - 525 W. Allegan, Lansing, MI 48933 

Fax to: 517-763-0059

(regular or special)   

Local Government Approval
(Authorized by MCL 436.1501)

At a meeting of the 
 (regular or special)   

called to order by on at
(date)  

Moved by and supported by

that the application from 
 (name of applicant - if a corporation or limited liability company, please state the company name)

 (list specific licenses requested)

Yeas: 

Nays:

Absent:

I hereby certify that the foregoing is true and is a complete copy of the resolution offered and adopted by the 

council/board at a meeting held on
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^  ̂ CITY OF PORTAGE CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS

Minutes of Meeting - August 8, 2019

The City of Portage Construction Board of Appeals meeting of August 8, 2019 was called to order at
5:00 PM in Conference Room #1 of Portage City Hall, 7900 South Westnedge Avenue, Portage,
Michigan.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Bill Koopsen; William Leach; Todd Gasaway; Gary Gilchrist; Barney Martlew; Sheldon Smith and
George Theodoru.

MEMBERS ABSENT:

None

MEMBERS EXCUSED:

None.

IN ATTENDANCE:

Terry Novak, Deputy Director of Building and Housing Services and Mike Beery, Senior Building
Inspector.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

Gary Gilchrist was selected as the Construction Board of Appeals Chairman.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of March 14,2019 were approved.

BOARD ACTION:

5834 Monticello Avenue - Show Cause Hearing

Deputy Director Novak introduced the item to the Board and provided information pertaining to the
condition of the house and accessory building. No one was in attendance to represent the property.
Novak advised the Board of efforts to assist the property owner due to his medical condition. Novak
also advised the Board of the legal notifications that were provided. Senior Building Inspector Mike
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Beery provided detail of the condition of the house and accessory building. Members of the Board
inquired about various items including; potential value of the land with and without the house, potential
to repair the house, and repayment of the cost incurred if the city completed the demolition work. Staff
responded that the land would be worth more with the house removed as the house had been open to the
elements and was past the point of being repaired. Staff also explained the process to recover the cost
for the demolition should the property owner not pay.

After further discussion, a motion was made by Member Smith that the vacant single family house and
accessory building located at 5834 Monticello Avenue be razed and removed from the site along with
any debris within 30-days. Should the owner fail to comply with the order, the matter shall be referred
to City Council with a recommendation that the city be authorized to raze/remove the buildings and any
junk and debris on the site. Any and all costs incurred for such action shall be due and payable as
permitted in the City of Portage Unsafe Structure Ordinance. William Leach seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:

The Board^eeting adjourned at 5:30.

sspectfully Submitted,

Terry A. Novak,
Depmy Director of Building and Housing Services

T;\COMMDEV\2019-2020 Department f'ilcs\Board Files\Consiruction\Minuies\20I9 08 08 CBA Minutes.docx
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