
FINAL AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF PORTAGE
 JANUARY 12, 2016

5:30 p.m. Board and Commission Interviews 
7:30 p.m. Call to Order. 

Invocation: Pastor Jim Galvin of Berean Baptist Church 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call. 

Proclamations: 

1. The Honorable Betty Lee Ongley Proclamation.

A. Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes.

1. Regular Meeting Minutes of December 15, 2015.

* B. Approval of Consent Agenda Motions.

* C. Accounts Payable Register:

1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the Accounts Payable 
Register of January 12, 2016 as presented.

D. Public Hearings:

1. Communication from City Manager recommending that City Council, subsequent to the public hearing, 
approve the Tentative Plan Amendment for the Oakland Hills at Centre Planned Development subject to the 
two conditions cited in the October 30, 2015 Department of Community Development staff report.

2. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council adopt Resolution No. 3 for the 
South Shore Drive Sanitary Sewer Project #416­S, directing the preparation of the special assessment roll.

E. Petitions and Statements of Citizens:

F. Reports from the Administration:

* 1. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council award the proposal for the 
Lakeview Park and Schrier Park playground improvements to Great Lakes Recreation Company in the 
amount of $92,000 and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related to this action on behalf 
of the city.

* 2. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council adopt Resolution No. 2 for the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive Reconstruction Project #998­R, setting a public hearing of necessity on 
January 26, 2016.

* 3. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council approve the contract with 
Kalamazoo County for household hazardous waste collection for the period of January 1, 2016 through 
December 31, 2016 in the amount of $32,000 and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents 
related to the contract on behalf of the city.

* 4. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council receive the proposed amendment 
to Section 38­35 of Chapter 38, Historical Preservation, of the City of Portage Code of Ordinances and take 
final action to approve the amendment on January 26, 2016.

(1)          



City Council Agenda
January 12, 2016
Page 2 of 2

* 5. Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council:

1. approve Contract 15­5557 between the Michigan Department of Transportation and the City of 
Portage for non­motorized path construction from Osterhout Avenue to Portage Industrial Drive; 

2. adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign Contract 15­5557; 
3. approve a contract amendment with O’Boyle, Cowell, Blaylock and Associates, Inc. for 

construction administration services at a cost not to exceed $79,927.60; and 

authorize the City Manager to sign all other documents related to these projects on behalf of the city.
6. OFF CONSENT ­ Communication from the City Manager recommending that City Council accept the 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for fiscal year ended June 30, 2015.

* 7. Communication from the City Manager regarding updates to the January 22, 2016 City Council Goal 
Setting Retreat ­ Information Only.

G. Communications:

1. OFF CONSENT ­ Presentation and annual update from the Environmental Board.

* 2. Communication from Chris Buckley, Executive Director of the Portage Community Center.

H. Unfinished Business:

* I. Minutes of Boards and Commissions Meetings:

1. Portage Public School Board Regular Meeting of November 23, 2015.

2. Portage Park Board of January 6, 2016.

J. Council Committee Reports:

K. New Business:

L. Bid Tabulations:

M. Other City Matters:

1. Statements of Citizens.

2. From City Council and City Manager.

* 3. Reminder of Meetings:

a. Wednesday, January 13, 7:00 p.m., Environmental Board, City Hall Room No. 1. 

b. Wednesday, January 20, 2:30 p.m., Senior Citizen Advisory Board, Portage Senior Center. 

c. Thursday, January 21, 6:30 p.m., Human Services Board, City Hall Room No. 1. 

d. Thursday, January 21, 7:00 p.m., District Library Board, Portage District Library. 

e. Thursday, January 21, 7:00 p.m., Planning Commission, Council Chambers. 

f. Friday, January 22, 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., City Council Goal Setting Session, Western Michigan 
University, The Oaklands, 1815 West Michigan Avenue, Kalamazoo. 

N. Materials Transmitted.

* 1. Materials Transmitted of December 15, 2015.

Adjournment. 
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City Council
 Meeting Summary

December 15, 2015

LETTER OF RESPECT
 Mayor Strazdas issued a Letter of Respect to Karen Smoots, 9920 Arabian Drive, and her company, Dry My Gloves, Inc., 

for being selected as a Best of MichBusiness 2015 winner.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER
 Approved the Accounts Payable Register of December 15, 2015, as presented.

REPORTS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION
  Approved Contract 15-5486 between the Michigan Department of Transportation and the City of Portage for traffic signal 

improvements along Lovers Lane and East Kilgore Road; adopted a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign 
Contract 15-5486; approved a contract amendment with Abonmarche Consultants for construction administration services 
at a cost not to exceed $42,758; and authorized the City Manager to sign all other documents related to the project on 
behalf of the city.

  Approved the Development Agreement concerning the reconstruction and dedication of Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, 
Portage, Michigan; approved the Martin Luther King Jr. Drive land division with public improvements for 6601 
Constitution Boulevard; and adopted Resolution No. 1, approving the special assessment for properties contained within 
the preliminary special assessment roll, accepting the City Manager Report and requesting preparation of Resolution No. 2 
for the Martin Luther King Jr. Drive Project #998-R. 

  Approved the Final Plan for Greenspire Apartments (Phase V), 8615 Tozer Court, subject to finalization of the storm water 
design and approval by the MDEQ to discharge into the wetland area.

 Approved one-year contract renewals with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network for employee 
health insurance; maintained current employer/employee cost sharing practices by taking action to exempt the city from 
requirements of P.A. 152 for the 2016 medical benefits plan year, and authorized the City Manager to execute all 
documents related to the contract renewals on behalf of the city.

 Approved the purchase of WiFi hardware from Secant Technologies through the Regional Educational Media Center 
cooperative purchasing program in the amount of $13,512.13;  professional installation services from Secant Technologies 
in the amount of $10,862; extension of the city-owned fiber infrastructure installed by the city fiber maintenance provider, 
Midwest Communications Services, in the amount of $20,802, and installation of electrical equipment through Mejeur 
Electric LLC in the amount of $500 for a total project cost of $45,676.13 for the provision of public/private WiFi at the 
Celery Flats Historical Area and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents related to this action on behalf of 
the city.

 Approved the annual licensing and software maintenance services agreement with BS&A, Incorporated, at a total cost of 
$42,745 and authorized the City Manager to execute all related documents on behalf of the city.

 Adopted Resolution No. 2 for the South Shore Drive Sanitary Sewer Project #416-S, setting a public hearing of necessity 
on January 12, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as may be heard.

 Received the communication from the City Manager regarding the November 2015 Environmental Activity Report as 
information only.

 Received the Department Monthly Reports from the various City Departments.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 Adopted the 2016 Proposed Changes to Fee Schedules; the proposed 2016 Charges for Documents (FOIA Fees); the     

recommended 2016 Recreation Program Fee Revisions; the Resolutions for Community Development Fees, Electrical 
Permits, Building Permits, Plumbing Permits and Mechanical Permits; and the 2016 Special Assessment Rate Resolution.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 Councilmember Pearson recognized Councilmember Reid as Chair of the Finance Committee and, as Chair of the Search 

Committee, he reported that Jeff Troyer from Calhoun County was chosen as the Executive Director of the Countywide 
Consolidated Dispatch Authority.  He commended City Manager Larry Shaffer for his hard work developing very good 
relations with leaders all over the County and his yeoman effort with him as Co-Chair of the Contract Negotiations 
Committee.  Councilmember Reid mentioned that Mr. Troyer will begin his duties in February 2106, and that the 
Authority is in the process of hiring Attorneys and getting some of the other structure in place to begin developing a plan.
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 Councilmember Randall reported on the Discover Kalamazoo Board where she and Mr. Shaffer learned a lot about the 
Pure Michigan Campaign, viewed new commercials for 2016 with voiceovers by Actor Tim Allen originally from 
Kalamazoo and a Western Michigan University Graduate.

 Councilmember Reid reported on the Public Media Network (PMN) Board and cited the new cameras in Council 
Chambers mentioned by IT Director Devin Mackinder earlier as the result of the work of the Futures Committee which has 
purchased the existing equipment at each of the municipality members and purchased all of the new equipment at each 
location and will also be maintained and replaced as necessary by PMN for consistency, ease of use and increased quality.

BID TABULATIONS
 Awarded a contract to perform design and construction engineering services for the 2016 Local Streets Reconstruction 

Project to Abonmarche Consultants, Incorporated, in the amount not to exceed $197,140 and authorized the City Manager 
to execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of the city.

 Approved a contract with Volunteer Energy Services, Inc. for the procurement of natural gas, with the option for five 
annual renewals, and authorized the City Manager to execute all documents on behalf of the City of Portage.

      STATEMENTS OF CITIZENS
 Josh Weiner, Meyer C. Weiner Company, representing ownership of Village Green Properties, Crossroads Centre, Portage 

Centre-the stakeholders along Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, thanked all of City Council and commended Council for a 
well-run meeting, and commended all of Council for the mutual respect shown to one another and the succinct manner with 
which Council presented their thoughts.  He explained that relationships do matter and agreed whole-heartedly that City 
Manager Larry Shaffer reached out his hand (to him), and he thanked Councilmember Randall for the introduction (to Mr. 
Shaffer).  He noted that his Father always said reasonable people can reason together, and that is what has happened here.  
He thanked Chris Barnes, Chris Forth, Vicki Georgeau, Rob and City Attorney Randy Brown for working together in a 
short time period to produce an agreement satisfactory to all parties and explained.

STATEMENTS OF CITY COUNCIL AND CITY MANAGER
 Councilmember Urban expressed good wishes to all during the holidays and safe shopping, travels and celebrations.
 Councilmember Reid touted the Portage Central High School Christmas Concert currently taking place this evening.  She 

also mentioned a recent meeting with Dave Maturen and Brandt Iden where Al Pschola, Chair of the Committee on 
Appropriations, discussed the state budget process and how that impacts local government, the rural issue of adopting 
Generally Accepted Agricultural and Management Practices (GAAMPs) for farms and farm operations in Michigan (Note:  
these farm management practices are scientifically based and updated annually to utilize current technology promoting 
sound environmental stewardship on Michigan farms).  She also quipped that they discussed “chicken” issues and found 
that they are not unlike those in Portage.  Lastly, she expressed her support for the Michigan State University Football Team 
in hopes they make it to the championship game.  

 Councilmember Randall wished everyone a Merry Christmas as this is a very special time for families, and wished 
everyone a healthy and safe New Year. 

 Councilmember Ford thanked Councilmember Urban for his fine effort with a very long Consent Agenda even though 
Council removed many of the items for a detailed consideration.  He also mentioned the advent of the paperless electronic 
agenda that will replace the paper version soon and touted the resultant efficiencies that should be realized.  He wished 
everyone Happy Holidays, a Happy New Year, and he concurred with Councilmember Reid saying, “Go Green!”  Mayor 
Strazdas concurred with Councilmember Ford regarding the electronic agenda.

 Councilmember Pearson thanked City Council for their teamwork and cited how productive the many Committee of the 
Whole Meetings were in 2015, then he wished everyone Happy Holidays and safe travels. 

 City Manager Shaffer acknowledged Josh Weiner and his team for the tremendous job they did putting together the 
agreement for Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, and indicated that he was looking forward to working on more opportunities 
with Mr. Weiner.  He wished Mayor Strazdas and City Council all the best during the Holiday Season and thanked each of 
them for his or her support over the past year.  He publicly acknowledged the great staff, Department Heads and team of the 
City of Portage, and wished all Portage citizens the very best over the holiday season.

 Mayor Pro Tem Ansari announced that the City Council Goal Setting Retreat is set for Friday, January 22, 2016, from    9 
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on the campus of Western Michigan University on Oakland Drive with Jill Allen as the facilitator.  He 
said the focus of the Retreat this year is reviewing the strategic priorities established in the last Council Retreat, measure 
progress against these priorities and make adjustments as necessary.  He also mentioned the excellent job by the Parks 
Department on the Tree Lighting Ceremony, the large attendance at the event and expressed how proud he was for the 
winners of the essay contest of “Why I Love Portage,” who turned on the light switches.  Finally, he wished everyone 
Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas.

(5)          



 Mayor Strazdas reflected on his recent trip to Washington, D.C., and his opportunity to advocate with our Congressman 
regarding some major votes, the Federal Highway Bill and more financial resources for I-94, and the embargo news 
relevant to Fort Custer.  He reflected on the thousand people who showed up for the Tree Lighting Ceremony and thanked 
all who were involved.  He reflected also on the collegiality of City Council and the lack of collegiality in Washington, 
D.C.  He cited the plan for the Council Retreat and his assurances that the City Council will come together to make positive 
change for Portage and for Portage citizens.

**********

COMPLETE MINUTES OF EACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING ARE AVAILABLE ON THE CITY WEBSITE AT 
PORTAGEMI.GOV, IN CITY HALL AND IN THE DISTRICT LIBRARY.  MINUTES OF CITY BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS.
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DRAFT

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 15, 2015

The Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Strazdas at 7:30 p.m.

At the request of Mayor Strazdas, Pastor Ron Hansen of the Pathfinder United Methodist Church 
gave an invocation, and City Council and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

At the request of Mayor Strazdas, the City Clerk called the roll with the following members present:  
Councilmembers Richard Ford, Jim Pearson, Patricia M. Randall, Claudette Reid and Terry Urban, 
Mayor Pro Tem Nasim Ansari and Mayor Peter Strazdas.  Also in attendance were City Manager 
Laurence Shaffer, City Attorney Randy Brown and City Clerk James R. Hudson. 

LETTER OF RESPECT:  Mayor Strazdas issued a Letter of Respect for Karen Smoots,            
9920 Arabian Drive, and her company, Dry My Gloves, Inc., for being selected as a Best of 
MichBusiness 2015 winner.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion by Ansari, seconded by Randall, to approve the Regular 
Meeting Minutes of December 1, 2015, as presented.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 6 to 0 with 
Mayor Strazdas abstaining.

* CONSENT AGENDA:  Mayor Strazdas asked Councilmember Urban to read the Consent Agenda.  
Councilmember Reid asked that Items F.2, Martin Luther King Jr. Construction Project, F.3, Final Plan 
for Greenspire Apartments (Phase V), 8615 Toser Court, F.4, Health Insurance Contract Renewals, and 
Item F.5, Public/Private Wi-Fi Construction at Celery Flats, be removed from the Consent Agenda.  
Mayor Pro Tem Ansari asked that Item H.1, 2016 Fee Schedules, be removed from the Consent Agenda.    

Motion by Urban, seconded by Ansari, to approve the Consent Agenda motions as amended.  
Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.   

* APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER OF DECEMBER 15, 2015:  Motion by 
Urban, seconded by Ansari, to approve the Accounts Payable Register of December 15, 2015.  Upon a 
roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

REPORTS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

* TRAFFIC SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS - LOVERS LANE AND EAST KILGORE 
ROAD:  Motion by Urban, seconded by Ansari, to approve Contract 15-5486 between the Michigan 
Department of Transportation and the City of Portage for traffic signal improvements along Lovers Lane 
and East Kilgore Road; adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign Contract 15-5486; 
approve a contract amendment with Abonmarche Consultants for construction administration services at 
a cost not to exceed $42,758; and authorize the City Manager to sign all other documents related to the 
project on behalf of the city.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

      MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT:  
Councilmember Reid reviewed the item and expressed a concern that approving the land division of the 
private road known as Martin Luther King Jr. Drive with public improvements for 6601 Constitution 
Boulevard could set a precedent for other commercially related roads like this and cited Ring Drive 
around the Crossroads Mall as an example.  In recognizing the condition of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Drive and its importance to the commercial district, City Manager Shaffer pointed out it is one of the 
entryways into some very significant commercial property in the City.  He noted that he is unaware of 
any other similarly situated properties in the City which therefore makes this situation unique.  He 
explained that this is totally new construction of the road, will cost the citizens nothing, and the City will 
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only be responsible for snow plowing and future maintenance.  He viewed it positively as an opportunity 
for a partnership to manage a long-standing challenge to the City, an opportunity for the Administration 
to develop relationships with the property owners in the area, and the future opportunity to do other 
creative things that might have benefit to Portage citizens.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Shaffer deferred to T&U Director Chris Barnes, who concurred that Martin Luther King Jr. 
Drive is unique, that there are no other situations like this, but he did cite Merchant Place off of East 
Centre Avenue where a similar attempt was made, but the owners could not agree owing to the cost and 
explained.  He added that if this request is approved, it would become a public street and the City of 
Portage would receive Act 51 Funds for long term maintenance.  Discussion followed.  Councilmembers 
Randall, Ford, Mayor Pro Tem Ansari and Councilmember Pearson spoke in favor of granting the 
request.  City Manager Shaffer interjected that Constitution Blvd is scheduled for re-paving which 
makes this a perfect time to work on Martin Luther King Jr. Drive and explained.

Motion by Randall, seconded by Reid, to approve the Development Agreement concerning the 
reconstruction and dedication of Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Portage, Michigan; approve the Martin 
Luther King Jr., Drive land division with public improvements for 6601 Constitution Boulevard; and 
adopt Resolution No. 1, approving the special assessment for properties contained within the 
preliminary special assessment roll, accepting the City Manager Report and requesting preparation of 
Resolution No. 2 for the Martin Luther King Jr. Drive Project #998-R.  Upon a roll call vote, motion 
carried 7 to 0.

FINAL PLAN FOR GREENSPIRE APARTMENTS (PHASE V), 8615 TOZER COURT:  
Councilmember Reid outlined the information on this item and asked for more information regarding the 
request to discharge storm water into the wetland area; the design relation; and, is there really a question 
of whether it will be approved by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality and what is the 
process related to that.  

Community Development Director Vicki Georgeau indicated that when the Final Site Plan was 
submitted to the Planning Commission for review, the full utility plans had not been submitted and the 
MDEQ may require permits; and, prior to pulling permits for construction, should the MDEQ require a 
permit to discharge into the wetlands, the applicant would need to provide that permit to the City, or 
provide documentation that permits were not required.  She commented that this is pretty standard and it 
can sometimes take a long time to get MDEQ approval for these types of project requests.  In answer to 
Councilmember Reid, Ms. Georgeau indicated that the City would require permits before issuing 
approval.  She introduced Greg Dobson from American Village Builders and Rich MacDonald from the 
Hinman Company, who were present to answer any questions Council might have regarding the Project.
Discussion followed.  

Motion by Reid, seconded by Urban, to approve the Final Plan for Greenspire Apartments 
(Phase V), 8615 Tozer Court, subject to finalization of the storm water design and approval by the 
MDEQ to discharge into the wetland area.  Discussion followed.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 
to 0. Discussion followed.

HEALTH INSURANCE CONTRACT RENEWALS:  Councilmember Reid described the 
item and indicated that “to maintain current employer/employee cost sharing practices” is part of the 
request “by taking action to exempt the city from requirements of P.A. 152” and asked for an idea of the 
numbers involved for the taxes and fees since the proposal waives them.  City Manager Shaffer 
explained, then deferred to Deputy City Manager Rob Boulis for the actual numbers she wanted.  

Deputy City Manager Boulis provided background information on the progression of the taxes 
and fees and associated State cap since 2011.  He broke down the non-union group taxes and fees at 
$26.65 per month for Single Coverage, $63.00 per month for Two Person Coverage and $79.00 per 
month for Family Coverage, and indicated that the union group coverage amounts are similar, explained 
it is a fairly significant amount and that the request includes these amounts.  
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In answer to Councilmember Reid, Mr. Boulis conjectured that all of the additional insurance 
carriers, who were solicited for bids as a result of the increased premiums during the renewal process, 
refused to quote for the 2016 renewal because they may have either questioned the seriousness of the 
City to move from Blue Cross/Blue Shield, or they may have thought that they could not beat the quote 
from Blue Cross/Blue Shield.  He explained that having only one company that provided the quote does 
meet the State requirement that the municipality obtain a quote every three years, but this does not mean 
that the City will not go for another quote before then.  

Motion by Randall, seconded by Reid, to approve one-year contract renewals with Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network for employee health insurance; maintain current 
employer/employee cost sharing practices by taking action to exempt the city from requirements of P.A. 
152 for the 2016 medical benefits plan year; and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents 
related to the contract renewals on behalf of the city.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

PUBLIC/PRIVATE WI-FI CONSTRUCTION AT THE CELERY FLATS:  
Councilmember Reid asked about the private aspect of WiFi at Celery Flats beyond the public purpose 
and what is the ongoing cost of the measure.  City Manager Shaffer highlighted WiFi as an amenity for 
those who utilize wireless services and to accommodate some of the perceived future uses for the 
Interpretive Center.  IT Director Devin Mackinder concurred and explained that the proposed software 
would allow the IT Department to maintain the antennas, other proposed hardware and security needs 
for the site.  He explained that the private WiFi partition would not add significantly to the overall cost.  

He explained that there are no ongoing costs unless something breaks and has to be fixed, that 
the life expectancy of the equipment is 7-8 years under normal usage and explained.  Discussion 
followed regarding the appropriateness of Celery Flats as a location for WiFi as parks are places to get 
away from technology, and Mr. Mackinder and Mr. Shaffer spoke in support.  Mayor Strazdas expressed 
his reservations, but indicated he was in favor of the security aspect of WiFi at Celery Flats.

Councilmember Randall concurred with Mayor Strazdas, spoke in favor of this request, and 
cited many of the positive possibilities that could result with the advent of WiFi at Celery Flats.  
Councilmember Pearson thanked Mr. Mackinder and also spoke in favor of the proposal.

In answer to Councilmember Ford, Mr. Mackinder explained that the Fiber would last 20-25 
years and, when thinking about running fiber out to Celery Flats, the security cameras were one of the 
main security components being considered, plus some kind of emergency buttons or phones that could 
be used for security purposes.  He indicated that once the Fiber was at the Hayloft Theatre, it would 
become less expensive to cross the street with fiber to the Interpretive Center, the Water Reclamation 
Center and the other buildings as needed and explained.  Mr. Mackinder confirmed for Councilmember 
Ford that there is WiFi within City Hall.  Discussion followed. 

Councilmember Reid expressed her appreciation to Mr. Mackinder and asked for a plan to be 
in place in order to be able to evaluate how well this is working, both from the public side and the 
private side, and to look at this project as a pilot and opportunity for “good data gathering.”

Motion by Randall, seconded by Reid, to the purchase of Wi-Fi hardware from Secant 
Technologies through the Regional Educational Media Center cooperative purchasing program in the 
amount of $13,512.13; professional installation services from Secant Technologies in the amount of 
$10,862; extension of the city-owned fiber infrastructure installed by the city fiber maintenance 
provider, Midwest Communications Services, in the amount of $20,802, and installation of electrical 
equipment through Mejeur Electric LLC in the amount of $500; for a total project cost of $45,676.13 for 
the provision of public/private Wi-Fi at the Celery Flats Historical Area and authorize the City Manager 
to execute all documents related to this action on behalf of the city.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 
7 to 0.
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* ANNUAL BS&A INTEGRATED MUNICIPAL SOFTWARE LICENSING AND 
MAINTENANCE FEES:  Motion by Urban, seconded by Ansari, to approve the annual licensing and 
software maintenance services agreement with BS&A, Incorporated, at a total cost of $42,745 and 
authorize the City Manager to execute all related documents on behalf of the city.  Upon a roll call vote, 
motion carried 7 to 0.

* SOUTH SHORE DRIVE SANITARY SEWER PROJECT #416-S:  Motion by Urban, 
seconded by Ansari, to adopt Resolution No. 2 for the South Shore Drive Sanitary Sewer Project #416-
S, setting a public hearing of necessity on January 12, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as may be 
heard.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

* NOVEMBER 2015 SUMMARY ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITY REPORT:  Motion by 
Urban, seconded by Ansari, to receive the November 2015 Summary Environmental Activity Report as 
information only.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

* DEPARTMENTAL MONTHLY REPORTS:  Motion by Urban, seconded by Ansari, to 
receive the Departmental Monthly Reports from the various departments.  Upon a roll call vote, motion 
carried 7 to 0.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

2016 FEE SCHEDULES:  Mayor Pro Tem Ansari objected to the proposed increases based 
on the timing since it was only a couple or three months ago that Council had a surplus of about $3.2 
million and now Council is being asked to increase the fees.  City Manager Shaffer referred to the 
proposed changes outlined in Item H.1, Communication regarding 2016 Fee Schedules, of the  
December 15, 2015 City Council Agenda, and indicated that he would be happy to answer any questions 
Council may have.  Mayor Strazdas expressed his appreciation to City Manager Shaffer for keeping all 
increases below 10% while keeping in mind cost of living increases and wage increases.  Mayor 
Strazdas spoke in favor of small incremental costs and discussion followed.  Except for Councilmember 
Urban and the objections of Mayor Pro Tem Ansari, Council voiced concurrence.    

Councilmember Reid asked why there was an increase of 18% in sidewalk fees and no increase 
in driveway approaches since they are both concrete.  Mr. Barnes indicated that cost is based on projects 
from prior years and is an average cost of each bid item.  

Motion by Randall, seconded by Ford, to adopt the 2016 Proposed Changes to Fee Schedules; 
proposed 2016 Charges for Documents (FOIA Fees); recommended 2016 Recreation Program Fee 
Revisions; Resolutions for Community Development Fees, Electrical Permits, Building Permits, 
Plumbing Permits and Mechanical Permits; and 2016 Special Assessment Rate Resolution.  Discussion 
followed.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 6 to 1.  Yeas:  Councilmembers Ford, Pearson, Randall, 
Reid and Urban and Mayor Strazdas.  No:  Mayor Pro Tem Ansari.

* MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS MEETINGS:  City Council received the 
minutes of the following Boards and Commissions:

Portage Public Schools Regular Business Meeting of October 26 and November 23 and Committee 
of the Whole Work Session of November 9, 2015. 
Portage Human Services Board of November 5, 2015.
Portage Planning Commission of November 19, 2015.
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS:

COUNTYWIDE CONSOLIDATED DISPATCH AUTHORITY:  Councilmember Pearson 
recognized Councilmember Reid as Chair of the Finance Committee and, as Chair of the Search 
Committee, he reported that Jeff Troyer from Calhoun County was chosen as the Executive Director of 
the Countywide Consolidated Dispatch Authority.  He commended City Manager Larry Shaffer for his 
hard work developing very good relations with leaders all over the County and his yeoman effort with 
him as Co-Chair of the Contract Negotiations Committee.  Councilmember Reid mentioned that Mr. 
Troyer will begin his duties in February 2106, and that the Authority is in the process of hiring 
Attorneys and getting some of the other structure in place to begin developing a plan.

DISCOVER KALAMAZOO BOARD:  Councilmember Randall reported on the Discover 
Kalamazoo Board where she and Mr. Shaffer learned a lot about the Pure Michigan Campaign, viewed 
new commercials for 2016 with voiceovers by Actor Tim Allen originally from Kalamazoo and a 
Western Michigan University Graduate.

PUBLIC MEDIA NETWORK (PMN) BOARD:  Councilmember Reid reported on the 
Public Media Network (PMN) Board and cited the new cameras in Council Chambers mentioned by IT 
Director Devin Mackinder earlier as the result of the work of the Futures Committee which has 
purchased the existing equipment at each of the municipality members and purchased all of the new 
equipment at each location and will also be maintained and replaced as necessary by PMN for 
consistency, ease of use and increased quality.

BID TABULATIONS:

* 2016 LOCAL STREETS RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM – TABULATION OF 
PROPOSALS:  Motion by Urban, seconded by Ansari, to award a contract to perform design and 
construction engineering services for the 2016 Local Streets Reconstruction Project to Abonmarche 
Consultants, Incorporated, in the amount not to exceed $197,140 and authorize the City Manager to 
execute all documents related to the contract on behalf of the city.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 
7 to 0.

* NATURAL GAS – ALTERNATIVE GAS SUPPLIER:  Motion by Urban, seconded by 
Ansari, to approve a contract with Volunteer Energy Services, Inc., for the procurement of natural gas, 
with the option for five annual renewals, and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents on 
behalf of the City of Portage.  Upon a roll call vote, motion carried 7 to 0.

,
OTHER CITY MATTERS:

STATEMENTS OF CITIZEN:  Josh Weiner, Meyer C. Weiner Company, representing 
ownership of Village Green Properties, Crossroads Centre, Portage Centre-the stakeholders along 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, thanked all of City Council and commended Council for a well-run 
meeting, and commended all of Council for the mutual respect shown to one another and the succinct 
manner with which Council presented their thoughts.  He explained that relationships do matter and 
agreed whole-heartedly that City Manager Larry Shaffer reached out his hand (to him), and he thanked 
Councilmember Randall for the introduction (to Mr. Shaffer).  He noted that his Father always said 
reasonable people can reason together, and that is what has happened here.  He thanked Chris Barnes, 
Chris Forth, Vicki Georgeau, Rob and City Attorney Randy Brown for working together in a short time 
period to produce an agreement satisfactory to all parties and explained.
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STATEMENTS OF CITY COUNCIL AND CITY MANAGER:  Councilmember Urban 
expressed good wishes to all during the holidays and safe shopping, travels and celebrations.

Councilmember Reid touted the Portage Central High School Christmas Concert currently 
taking place this evening.  She also mentioned a recent meeting with Dave Maturen and Brandt Iden 
where Al Pschola, Chair of the Committee on Appropriations, discussed the state budget process and 
how that impacts local government, the rural issue of adopting Generally Accepted Agricultural and 
Management Practices (GAAMPs) for farms and farm operations in Michigan (Note:  These farm 
management practices are scientifically based and updated annually to utilize current technology 
promoting sound environmental stewardship on Michigan farms).  She also quipped that they discussed 
“chicken” issues and found that they are not unlike those in Portage.  Lastly, she expressed her support 
for the Michigan State University Football Team in hopes that they make it to the championship game.

Councilmember Randall wished everyone a Merry Christmas as this is a very special time for 
families, and wished everyone a healthy and safe New Year. 

Councilmember Ford thanked Councilmember Urban for his fine effort with a very long 
Consent Agenda even though Council removed many of the items for a detailed consideration.  He also 
mentioned the advent of the paperless electronic agenda that will replace the paper version soon and 
touted the resultant efficiencies that should be realized.  He wished everyone Happy Holidays, a Happy 
New Year, and he concurred with Councilmember Reid saying, “Go Green!”  Mayor Strazdas concurred 
with Councilmember Ford regarding the electronic agenda.

Councilmember Pearson thanked City Council for their teamwork and cited how productive 
the many Committee of the Whole Meetings were in 2015, then he wished everyone Happy Holidays 
and safe travels. 

City Manager Shaffer acknowledged Josh Weiner and his team for the tremendous job they did 
putting together the agreement for Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, and indicated that he was looking 
forward to working on more opportunities with Mr. Weiner.  He wished Mayor Strazdas and City 
Council all the best during the Holiday Season and thanked each of them for his or her support over the 
past year.  He publicly acknowledged the great staff, Department Heads and team of the City of Portage, 
and wished all Portage citizens the very best over the holiday season.

Mayor Pro Tem Ansari announced that the City Council Goal Setting Retreat is set for Friday, 
January 22, 2016, from 9 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on the campus of Western Michigan University on 
Oakland Drive with Jill Edelen as the facilitator – same as last year.  He said the focus of the Retreat this 
year is reviewing the strategic priorities established in the last Council Retreat, measure progress against 
these priorities and make adjustments as necessary.  He also mentioned the excellent job by the Parks 
Department on the Tree Lighting Ceremony, the large attendance at the event and expressed how proud 
he was for the winners of the essay contest of “Why I Love Portage,” who turned on the light switches.  
Finally, he wished everyone Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas.

Mayor Strazdas reflected on his recent trip to Washington, D.C., and his opportunity to 
advocate with our Congressman regarding some major votes, the Federal Highway Bill and more 
financial resources for I-94, and the embargo news relevant to Fort Custer.  He reflected on the thousand 
people who showed up for the Tree Lighting Ceremony and thanked all who were involved.  He 
reflected also on the collegiality of City Council and the lack of collegiality in Washington, D.C.  He 
cited the plan for the Council Retreat and his assurances that the City Council will come together to 
make positive change for Portage and for Portage citizens.

ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Strazdas adjourned the meeting at 9:17 p.m.

James R. Hudson, City Clerk

*Indicates items included on the Consent Agenda.
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM C.1.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Accounts Payable Register
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: William Furry, Finance Director
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council approve the Accounts Payable Register of 

January 12, 2016 as presented.
 
The City Council reviews and approves the bi-weekly Accounts Payable Register which includes 
automated clearing house payments, paper checks and auto-pay payments. The attached Accounts 
Payable Register covers the period December 6, 2015 through December 20, 2015 and notes 
$151,637.49 in automated clearing house payments, $1,726,918.34 in paper checks and $61,322.58 
in auto-pay payments for a grand total of $1,939,878.41.

 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
Attachments: 1. Accounts Payable Register
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Amount
12/18/2015 4623(A) ALL CITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC.  2,181.06
12/18/2015 4624(A) ALRO STEEL CORPORATION  343.35
12/18/2015 4625(A) AMERICAN SAFETY & FIRST AID  142.51
12/18/2015 4626(A) ANIMAL REMOVAL SERVICE, LLC  3,480.00
12/18/2015 4627(A) ARROW UNIFORM RENTAL  50.75
12/18/2015 4628(A) BATTERIES PLUS  52.97
12/18/2015 4629(A) BCHS-HELPNET  525.00
12/18/2015 4630(A) BELL EQUIPMENT COMPANY  30,445.33
12/18/2015 4631(A) BRENNER OIL CO.  16,087.66
12/18/2015 4632(A) D & D PRINTING CO.  238.00
12/18/2015 4633(A) DELTA DENTAL PLAN OF MICHIGAN  16,622.90
12/18/2015 4634(A) DEPATIE FLUID POWER CO., INC.  1,857.67
12/18/2015 4635(A) EMPLOYMENT GROUP, INC.  225.92
12/18/2015 4636(A) ENGINEERED PROTECTION SYSTEMS, INC.  228.00
12/18/2015 4637(A) FIRE SERVICE MANAGEMENT  1,931.50
12/18/2015 4638(A) FURRY, WILLIAM  246.64
12/18/2015 4639(A) HARTFORD LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY  7,976.81
12/18/2015 4640(A) HURST MECHANICAL, INC.  241.35
12/18/2015 4641(A) INDUSCO SUPPLY CO., INC.  171.55
12/18/2015 4642(A) IP CONSULTING, INC.  148.50
12/18/2015 4643(A) JAROTH, INC  303.00
12/18/2015 4644(A) KUSHNER & COMPANY, INC.  573.29
12/18/2015 4645(A) M & M CUSTOM FABRICATING INC.  59.00
12/18/2015 4646(A) MATERIALS RESOURCES  211.34
12/18/2015 4647(A) MAURER'S TEXTILE RENTAL SERVICES  25.90
12/18/2015 4648(A) MEJEUR ELECTRIC LLC  213.00
12/18/2015 4649(A) PCM SALES, INC.  40,550.00
12/18/2015 4650(A) PETERS CONSTRUCTION CO.  1,808.00
12/18/2015 4651(A) PREIN & NEWHOF  6,904.65
12/18/2015 4652(A) QUALITY CONCRETE AND MASONRY LLC  4,950.00
12/18/2015 4653(A) S B F ENTERPRISES, INC.  2,168.91
12/18/2015 4654(A) SNELL, DEBRA  144.00
12/18/2015 4655(A) VISION SERVICE PLAN (OH)  2,072.26
12/18/2015 4656(A) WARNER NORCROSS & JUDD LLP  3,866.67
12/18/2015 4657(A) WIGHTMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC.  4,590.00

SUBTOTAL: 35 CHECKS  151,637.49

12/11/2015 295999 CAPITAL ADVANTAGE LEASING  1,174.00
12/11/2015 296000 FARRELL AUDIO VIDEO LLC  1,328.71
12/18/2015 296001 7TH DISTRICT COURT  775.00
12/18/2015 296002 A NEW LEAF  85.00
12/18/2015 296003 A T & T  4,337.85
12/18/2015 296004 A-1 SIGNS  48.00
12/18/2015 296005 ACTIVE911, INC.  562.50

CITY OF PORTAGE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  12/6/2015 To: 12/20/2015

Page 1 of 5
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Amount
12/18/2015 296006 ADP, INC.  798.12
12/18/2015 296007 AGENCY360  3,888.00
12/18/2015 296008 ALL CITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC.  2,804.22
12/18/2015 296009 ALL-PHASE ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO.  234.18
12/18/2015 296010 APPROVED PROTECTION SYSTEMS  279.00
12/18/2015 296011 ASSOCIATED GOVERNMENT SERVICES INC  2,800.00
12/18/2015 296012 B S & A SOFTWARE  42,745.00
12/18/2015 296013 BALKEMA EXCAVATING, INC.  176,887.33
12/18/2015 296014 BESCO WATER TREATMENT, INC.  17.95
12/18/2015 296015 BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD OF MICH  119,525.13
12/18/2015 296016 BORGESS HEALTH ALLIANCE  253.00
12/18/2015 296017 BREMS, KATIE  500.00
12/18/2015 296018 BRUCE'S TRUCK & AUTO ACCESSORIES  3,691.00
12/18/2015 296019 C T S TELECOM, INC.  678.95
12/18/2015 296020 CADWELL APPARELL  150.00
12/18/2015 296021 CAMPBELL AUTO SUPPLY  112.68
12/18/2015 296022 CARDINAL BUS, INC.  666.50
12/18/2015 296023 CARLETON EQUIPMENT CO.  20,095.00
12/18/2015 296024 CHAPMAN'S NURSERY & LANDSCAPIN  655.00
12/18/2015 296025 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS  616.23
12/18/2015 296026 CHICAGO TITLE OF AMERICA  8.55
12/18/2015 296027 CITY OF PORTAGE  500.00
12/18/2015 296028 COMPASS MINERALS AMERICA INC  176,458.75
12/18/2015 296029 CONSUMERS ENERGY  38,182.29
12/18/2015 296030 COOK, KAREN  101.00
12/18/2015 296031 CPS HR CONSULTING  900.90
12/18/2015 296032 CROSSROADS CAR WASH  238.50
12/18/2015 296033 DATA STRATEGY LLC  63,763.23
12/18/2015 296034 DAVE'S CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.  1,475.00
12/18/2015 296035 DEGRAAF, JOAN  100.00
12/18/2015 296036 DEVON TITLE COMPANY  62.81
12/18/2015 296037 DOUGLASS SAFETY SYSTEMS LLC  23,178.40
12/18/2015 296038 ECCU  306.00
12/18/2015 296039 ED & TED'S EXCELLENT ADVENTURES  6,047.00
12/18/2015 296040 EXTERIORS OF KALAMAZOO INC.  7,476.00
12/18/2015 296041 EXTREME POWER EQUIPMENT, INC.  6,397.00
12/18/2015 296042 FAWLEY OVERHEAD DOOR, INC.  1,432.00
12/18/2015 296043 FERRELLGAS, LP  36.00
12/18/2015 296044 GORDON WATER SYSTEMS  20.75
12/18/2015 296045 GORNO FORD  44,894.00
12/18/2015 296046 GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOC  505.00
12/18/2015 296047 GRAHAM FORESTRY SERVICE, INC.  368.00
12/18/2015 296048 GRAHAM, JUDY  485.00
12/18/2015 296049 GRIFFIN PEST SOLUTIONS, INC.  165.00

CITY OF PORTAGE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  12/6/2015 To: 12/20/2015

Page 2 of 5
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Amount
12/18/2015 296050 HOME DEPOT  952.58
12/18/2015 296051 HONOR CREDIT UNION  172.39
12/18/2015 296052 HUDSON, JAMES  115.15
12/18/2015 296053 HUMPHREYS CAMPBELL DUST & HUMPHREYS  477.88
12/18/2015 296054 IAFCI INTERNATIONAL OFFICE  65.00
12/18/2015 296055 INDIANA WIPING CLOTH, INC.  1,309.00
12/18/2015 296056 INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, INC  135.00
12/18/2015 296057 J-AD GRAPHICS, INC  1,999.00
12/18/2015 296058 KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY  1,050.00
12/18/2015 296059 KALAMAZOO COUNTY TREASURER  1,099.57
12/18/2015 296060 KALAMAZOO LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES  232.40
12/18/2015 296061 KALAMAZOO NATURE CENTER, INC.  795.00
12/18/2015 296062 KALAMAZOO OIL COMPANY  351.40
12/18/2015 296063 KALAMAZOO ROD & GUN CLUB  60.00
12/18/2015 296064 KODAK ALARIS INC.  400.00
12/18/2015 296065 LACOSTA FACILITY SUPPORT SERVICES  3,360.79
12/18/2015 296066 LAKE MICHIGAN MAILERS, INC.  34.21
12/18/2015 296067 LANGUAGE LINE, INC  65.06
12/18/2015 296068 LAWSON PRODUCTS, INC  524.90
12/18/2015 296069 LEADS ONLINE LLC  3,688.00
12/18/2015 296070 LERMA, INC  45.00
12/18/2015 296071 LEWIS PAPER PLACE, INC.  43.01
12/18/2015 296072 LEXISNEXIS/MATTHEW BENDER  150.00
12/18/2015 296073 LIFELOC TECHNOLOGIES, INC.  135.00
12/18/2015 296074 MCDONALD'S TOWING & RESCUE, INC.  87.00
12/18/2015 296075 MCNALLY ELEVATOR CO.  119.75
12/18/2015 296076 MEEKHOF TIRE SALES & SERVICE INC.  586.00
12/18/2015 296077 MICH AMATEUR SOFTBALL ASSOC  195.00
12/18/2015 296078 MICH COMMUNICATION DIRECTORS ASSOC  100.00
12/18/2015 296079 MICH MUNICIPAL POLICE & FIRE REPAIR  907.79
12/18/2015 296080 MICHIGAN ASSESSOR'S ASSOC.  75.00
12/18/2015 296081 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY  50.00
12/18/2015 296082 MICHIGAN ELECTION RESOURCES, LLC  500.00
12/18/2015 296083 MICHIGAN PAVING & MATERIALS CO.  552,422.00
12/18/2015 296084 MICHIGAN PAVING & MATERIALS CO.  10,715.00
12/18/2015 296085 MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY  95.00
12/18/2015 296086 MIDWEST CIVIL ENGINEERS  2,625.00
12/18/2015 296087 MLIVE MEDIA GROUP  1,730.50
12/18/2015 296088 MODERNISTIC CARPET CLEANING CO  80.00
12/18/2015 296089 NEW WORLD SYSTEMS  54,720.00
12/18/2015 296090 NYE UNIFORMS  2,282.82
12/18/2015 296091 OETZEL-HARTMAN GROUP  1,000.00
12/18/2015 296092 OFFICE DEPOT, INC.  282.73
12/18/2015 296093 OLIVER, LAUREN  44.00

CITY OF PORTAGE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  12/6/2015 To: 12/20/2015
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Amount
12/18/2015 296094 OMEGA RAIL MANAGEMENT, INC.  509.56
12/18/2015 296095 ONSTAFF USA INC  15,399.15
12/18/2015 296096 PARADIGM DESIGN, INC.  19,285.50
12/18/2015 296097 PARIS CLEANERS  1,197.00
12/18/2015 296098 PEDAL BICYCLES  76.45
12/18/2015 296099 PERCEPTIVE CONTROLS, INC.  4,582.80
12/18/2015 296100 PETTY CASH-CITY HALL  662.22
12/18/2015 296101 PETTY CASH-CITY HALL  507.16
12/18/2015 296102 PETTY CASH-DPS  267.90
12/18/2015 296103 PETTY CASH-PARKS  461.75
12/18/2015 296104 PETTY CASH-POLICE DEPT.  422.06
12/18/2015 296105 POLK & COMPANY, R L  898.00
12/18/2015 296106 PORTAGE BUDGET STORAGE, LLC  2,802.00
12/18/2015 296107 PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS  516.00
12/18/2015 296108 PREMIER TRUCK SALES & RENTAL, INC.  57,680.00
12/18/2015 296109 RATHCO SAFETY SUPPLY, INC.  50.00
12/18/2015 296110 REPUBLIC SERVICES OF WEST MICHIGAN  651.00
12/18/2015 296111 RUNIA, KATHERINE  126.00
12/18/2015 296112 SANDERSON, MARY LOU  148.00
12/18/2015 296113 SEELYE FORD  2,905.00
12/18/2015 296114 SEVERANCE ELECTRIC COMPANY,INC  4,600.00
12/18/2015 296115 SIMPLIFILE LC  316.00
12/18/2015 296116 STATE SYSTEMS RADIO, INC  3,343.75
12/18/2015 296117 STEENSMA LAWN & POWER EQUIPMENT  333.99
12/18/2015 296118 SUEZ WATER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  167,775.40
12/18/2015 296119 SUITE ONE MEDIA, INC.  6,587.00
12/18/2015 296120 T D S METROCOM, LLC  4,400.83
12/18/2015 296121 T-MOBILE USA INC  29.99
12/18/2015 296122 THE IRRIGATOR  4,254.16
12/18/2015 296123 TIGER DIRECT, INC.  134.55
12/18/2015 296124 TL NEWS  616.20
12/18/2015 296125 TRACTOR SUPPLY CORP.  170.63
12/18/2015 296126 U S POSTAL SERVICE  3,000.00
12/18/2015 296127 ULINE, INC.  111.30
12/18/2015 296128 UNION STREET HYDRAULICS  2,927.00
12/18/2015 296129 UNITED PARCEL SERVICE  16.48
12/18/2015 296130 VANCE OUTDOORS, INC.  3,274.81
12/18/2015 296131 VANDERMEER LOUIS MOVING & STORAGE  1,072.50
12/18/2015 296132 VERIZON WIRELESS SERVICES, LLC  2,235.08
12/18/2015 296133 WELLS FARGO REAL ESTATE  814.73
12/18/2015 296134 WELLS FARGO REAL ESTATE  26.92
12/18/2015 296135 WEST MICH TACTICAL OFFICER'S ASSOC  200.00
12/18/2015 296136 WEST MICHIGAN REALTORS  96.86
12/18/2015 296137 WEST SHORE FIRE, INC.  1,877.00

CITY OF PORTAGE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  12/6/2015 To: 12/20/2015
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Amount
12/18/2015 296138 WESTERN MICH ASSOC OF FIRE CHIEFS  75.00
12/18/2015 296139 WITMER PUBLIC SAFETY GROUP  395.23
12/18/2015 296140 WOLVERINE LAWN SERVICE, INC.  837.00
12/18/2015 296141 WRAPS N SIGNS  588.00
12/18/2015 296142 XEROX CORPORATION  1,325.92
12/18/2015 296143 YOUNGS, POLLY  147.00
12/18/2015 296144 ZOLL DATA SYSTEMS, INC.  1,500.00

SUBTOTAL: 146 CHECKS  1,726,918.34

12/14/2015 2512 Utilities Auto-Pay  37,083.53
12/15/2015 2515 Utilities Auto-Pay  3,933.36
12/17/2015 2530 Utilities Auto-Pay  11,611.95
12/18/2015 2535 Utilities Auto-Pay  8,693.74

SUBTOTAL: 4 CHECKS  61,322.58

GRAND TOTAL: 185 CHECKS  1,939,878.41

** (A) DENOTES ACH PAYMENTS

CITY OF PORTAGE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REGISTER 
Check Dates From:  12/6/2015 To: 12/20/2015
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM D.1.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Tentative Amendment for Oakland Hills at Centre Planned Development 
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Vicki Georgeau, Director of Community Development
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council, subsequent to the public hearing, approve the 

Tentative Plan Amendment for the Oakland Hills at Centre 
Planned Development subject to the two conditions cited in the 
October 30, 2015 Department of Community Development staff 
report.   

 
An application has been received from American Village Development II, LLC, to amend the 
previously approved tentative plan for the Oakland Hills at Centre Planned Development (PD).  The 
2015 amendment proposes to revise the attached residential layout (within the southwest portion of the 
property), reduce the number of residential condominium units from 107 to between 85 and 100 and 
update the project phasing timeline.  The current application was first provided to City Council during 
the December 1, 2015 regular meeting for acceptance and setting this public hearing.

The following several Council actions have occurred relative to this Planned Development project:

 In 2006, City Council approved the Oakland Hills at Centre PD rezoning  tentative plan for the 
approximate 47.6-acre property and authorized 116 attached single family residential 
condominiums within the interior of the property and between 30,000 and 50,000 square feet of 
offices in a multiple building arrangement along West Centre Avenue and Oakland Drive.

 In 2009 and since construction did not commence within the required two-year period, City 
Council granted a two-year extension to the PD rezoning / tentative plan approval that included 
an updated tentative plan with minor changes (boundary line adjustment between the office and 
residential portions of PD, updated acreages and densities, revised phasing schedule). 

 In 2009, City Council also approved the final plan for the approximate 7,000-square-foot Cole-
Gavlas office building along West Centre Avenue.

 In 2012, City Council approved a second tentative plan amendment that added a 150-foot-tall 
wireless telecommunications tower (“monopine”) within the office portion of the PD along 
Oakland Drive, revised the layout of the attached residential portion of the PD with a reduction 
in total number of units from 116 to 107, revised the layout of the office portion of the PD 
along West Centre Avenue and Oakland Drive and updated the project phasing timeline.  In 
conjunction with the tentative plan amendment, City Council also approved a final plan for 
Verizon Wireless to construct the 150-foot-tall monopine tower and related site improvements 
along Oakland Drive. 

 In 2014, City Council approved a final plan for the approximate 3,000-square-foot 1st Source 
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Tentative Amendment for Oakland Hills at Centre Planned Development 
Page 2 of 3

Bank building along West Centre Avenue.

With regard to the current application, the layout of the attached residential condominium buildings 
has been revised to reflect anticipated market conditions / demand and identifies a total of 92 
condominium units in a duplex building configuration.  While the applicant anticipates the duplex style 
building will dominate the residential community, flexibility is requested to include other building 
styles such as single family detached, three-plex and/or four-plex buildings with the total number of 
condominiums ranging between 85 to 100 units.  The residential buildings will maintain a 20-foot 
minimum setback from the outer perimeter of the property, 25-foot setback from the edge of the 
internal streets and 15-foot separation between buildings.  The applicant has indicated that a reduction 
of the perimeter setback from 40 feet to 20 feet and a reduction of the building separation from 20 feet 
to 15 feet will accommodate additional two-unit buildings and offset the reduction in overall dwelling 
units.

Furthermore, the layout of the office portion of the development has been revised to reflect the 
construction of the Cole-Gavlas and 1st Source Bank buildings and associated boulevard drive from 
West Centre Avenue, the 150-foot tall monopine tower installation along Oakland Drive and the future 
marketing plan.  Multiple office buildings ranging in size from 1,250 to 30,000 square feet continue to 
be envisioned for the remainder of office portion of the PD along West Centre Avenue and Oakland 
Drive.  Office buildings will continue to maintain a 50-foot setback / green belt from West Centre 
Avenue and Oakland Drive and a 20-foot setback from the perimeter of the property, with the 
exception of the north property line adjacent to the monopine tower, which was previously approved 
for a 10-foot perimeter setback. 

The applicant is working with the adjacent property owner (8040 Oakland Drive) to incorporate joint 
access to Oakland Drive that will be shared between the proposed office buildings and the monopine 
tower.  If this shared driveway arrangement does not occur, access for the planned office building will 
be obtained from the residential boulevard driveway to the south.  Additionally, if the monopine owner 
does not approve this joint driveway arrangement, access to the monopine tower will be obtained from 
the residential boulevard driveway to the south.  Finally, and consistent with the 2012 tentative plan 
amendment, the applicant has indicated the existing trees located along Oakland Drive will be 
maintained to the extent possible to screen / blend the monopine tower with the surrounding area.

In a report dated October 30, 2015, the Department of Community Development recommended 
approval of the Tentative Plan Amendment for Oakland Hills at Centre subject to two conditions: 1) 
the applicant maintains, to the extent possible, the existing trees located along Oakland Drive to screen 
/ blend the monopine tower with the surrounding area; and 2) if the shared driveway arrangement with 
8040 Oakland Drive does not occur, access for the planned office buildings and existing monopine 
tower will be obtained from the residential boulevard driveway to the south.

The Planning Commission convened a public hearing during the November 5, 2015 meeting to 
consider the tentative plan amendment.  Mr. Jack Gesmundo, representing American Village 
Development II, LLC, was present to support the request and discuss the planned development project. 
 One citizen, Mr. Greg Nuyen (owner of 8040 Oakland Drive), was present and spoke in support of the 
tentative plan amendment.  No additional citizens spoke regarding the proposed tentative plan 
amendment.  After careful consideration, the Planning Commission voted 7-0 to also recommend to 
City Council that the 2015 Tentative Plan Amendment for Oakland Hills at Centre PD be approved 
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subject to the same two conditions identified in the October 30, 2015 Department of Community 
Development staff report.
  
 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
Attachments: 1. November 13, 2015 Planning Commission transmittal

2. November 5, 2015 Planning Commission Minutes 
3. Department of Community Development report dated October 30, 2015 

(with attachments)
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM D.2.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: South Shore Drive Sanitary Sewer Project #416-S
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: W. Christopher Barnes, Director of Transportation and Utilities
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council adopt Resolution No. 3 for the South Shore 

Drive Sanitary Sewer Project #416-S, directing the preparation 
of the special assessment roll.

 
Attached is Special Assessment Resolution No. 3 for the South Shore Drive Sanitary Sewer Project 
#416-S.  Previous City Council action relating to this project includes:

 On November 17, 2015, City Council adopted Resolution No. 1 for this project, accepted the 
City Manager Reports dated December 2, 2015, and requested preparation of Resolution No. 2.

 On December 15, 2015, City Council adopted Resolution No. 2 for this project, setting a public 
hearing of necessity on January 12, 2016.

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council adopt Resolution No. 3 for the South Shore Drive 
Sanitary Sewer Project #416-S, directing the preparation of the special assessment roll.
 
FUNDING: The improvements are funded in the Fiscal Year 2015 – 2016 Capital Improvement 

Program budget by the utilization of special assessment bonds, city-share bonds and 
municipal street fund, as appropriate.  

 
Attachments: 1. Project Location Map

2. Resolution No. 3 - South Shore #416-S
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.1.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Lakeview and Schrier Playground Recommendation
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Kendall Klingelsmith, Director of Parks, Recreation and Senior 
Citizen Services

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council award the proposal for the Lakeview Park 

and Schrier Park playground improvements to Great Lakes 
Recreation Company in the amount of $92,000 and authorize 
the City Manager to execute all documents related to this action 
on behalf of the city.

 
FY 2014-2015 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) supports funding for replacement of 
the playground structures at Lakeview Park and Schrier Park.  The former structures at these two park 
locations were removed this winter to prevent liability issues as the structures were nearly 25 years old 
and did not meet current playground safety regulations.
 
Four playground vendors, which are partners with government purchasing programs, were requested to 
provide designs for the playground sites.  All vendors were given a not-to-exceed budget of $100,000, 
per the CIP and specifications.  Designs were presented to the public for a “Kid Vote” (via the city 
website and in the November 2015 Portager) with the voting ending December 6, 2015.  Over 800 kids 
(mostly PPS students) also participated in the voting process.  Tallied votes resulted in Xccent designs 
as the winner for both parks.  Xccent is under contract with the government purchasing program in 
which the City of Portage participates.
 
The chosen designs and Xccent equipment are provided locally by Great Lakes Recreation Company.  
Great Lakes Recreation Company is Michigan based with experience in municipal playground projects 
and have installed the last three Portage playground replacements.  Great Lakes Recreation Company 
is skilled in the equipment and installation methods required to meet current playground safety 
standards.  The designs were carefully reviewed and evaluated in advance based on compliance with 
specifications, cost, quality of components and play value.  Following the review and results of the Kid 
Vote, the proposal from Great Lakes Recreation Company in the amount of $92,000 best addresses 
city needs and community desires. 
 
FUNDING: Funds are available in the Fiscal Year 2014-15 Capital Improvement Program budget for 

this project. 
 
Attachments: 1. Schrier Park Playground Design

2. Lakeview Park Playground Design
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.2.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Martin Luther King Jr. Drive Reconstruction Project No. 998-R
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: W. Christopher Barnes, Director of Transportation and Utilities
James Hudson, City Clerk

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council adopt Resolution No. 2 for the Martin Luther 

King Jr. Drive Reconstruction Project #998-R, setting a public 
hearing of necessity on January 26, 2016.

 
Attached is Special Assessment Resolution No. 2 for the Martin Luther King Jr. (MLK) Project #998-
R.  Previous City Council action relating to this project includes:

 On December 15, 2015, City Council adopted Resolution No. 1 for this project, accepted the 
City Manager Report dated December 2, 2015, and requested preparation of Resolution No. 2.

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council adopt Resolution No. 2 for the MLK 
Drive Reconstruction Project #998-R, setting a public hearing of necessity on January 26, 2016.
 
FUNDING: As per the Development Agreement, the city will not incur costs with the proposed street 

reconstruction project.  After the street is dedicated to and accepted by the city, long-
term maintenance costs will be incurred by the city and will be incorporated into the 
Department of Public Services departmental budget. 

 
Attachments: 1. Resolution No. 2
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.3.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Household Hazardous Waste Program - Intergovernmental Cooperation
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Rod Russell, Director of Public Services
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council approve the contract with Kalamazoo County 

for household hazardous waste collection for the period of 
January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016 in the amount of 
$32,000 and authorize the City Manager to execute all 
documents related to the contract on behalf of the city.

 
Through the Kalamazoo County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Center, household hazardous 
waste collection is provided at 1301 Lamont Avenue for all Portage residents.  The City of Portage has 
participated in this joint intergovernmental program since the early 1990s, with a portion of the 
Curbside Recycling Millage set aside for this purpose. 

An annual contract between the city and county establishes the terms and conditions for Portage 
resident participation at the HHW Center.  Under the agreement, as prepared by the Kalamazoo 
County Health and Community Services Department, costs are charged on a quarterly basis to each 
unit of government based on a percentage of citizen participation. 

The collection program provides for three drop-off days per week and ten Saturdays per year.  In 
reviewing historical data, an amount of $32,000 will adequately address the costs associated with the 
HHW contract for January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016 maintaining the weekend collections 
and the 6% increase in resident participation.

It is recommended that City Council approve the contract with Kalamazoo County to provide 
hazardous waste collection services at the Household Hazardous Waste Center for Portage residents 
during the 2016 calendar year in the amount of $32,000 and authorize the City Manager to execute all 
documents related to the contract on behalf of the city. 
 
FUNDING: Funds for the first six months of the contract are budgeted and available in the Fiscal 

Year 2015-2016 budget.  Funds for the remainder of the contract will be programmed in 
the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 budget. 

 
Attachments: 1. N/A
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.4.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Amendment to the Code of Ordinances - Historic District Modification: 10234 East 
Shore Drive

 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Erica Eklov, Administrative Assistant
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council receive the proposed amendment to Section 

38-35 of Chapter 38, Historical Preservation, of the City of 
Portage Code of Ordinances and take final action to approve the 
amendment on January 26, 2016.

 
Property addressed as 10234 East Shore Drive and commonly known as the Train Barn is located in a 
historic district in the City of Portage.  On July 24, 2015, the Community Development Department 
received a request from Seth E. Giem, owner of the property to remove a portion of the lakeside 
portion of the parcel from the historic district.  Citing the historic nature of the property, the 
Community Development Department relayed the application to the Historic District Commission for 
initial review and comment.  The Historic District Commission reconvened the standing Historic 
District Study Committee (HDSC) for the purpose of reviewing the request of Mr. Giem.

The HDSC, as set out in Public Act 169 of 1970, reviewed the proposed land division and prepared a 
preliminary report, which was submitted to the Portage Planning Commission, the Michigan Historical 
Commission and to the State Historic Preservation Review Board on October 16, 2015.  Additionally, 
a public hearing was held on December 16, 2015.  A final report is attached.  The Historic District 
Commission approved the proposed modification to 10234 East Shore.  During the review, the HDSC 
recommended that the current property owner consider a deed restriction in the sale of Parcel B that no 
structure be constructed within 15 feet of the northeastern property boundary (to serve as a buffer for 
the existing Train Barn), as well as potentially relocate the original circa 1890 portion of the Granary 
structure from what will be known as Parcel B to the southern part of the remainder parcel prior to the 
final land sale in an effort to preserve this significant outbuilding.  

Section 38-35, Historical Preservation, of the Codified Ordinances describes the properties within the 
Portage Historic Districts.  The proposed amendment would modify the legal description of the historic 
district at 10234 East Shore Drive and revise the boundaries of this historic district.  This will be the 
second land division for this property.  The first division occurred in 2007 and split off an approximate 
0.744 acre piece of property at the west end of 10234 East Shore Drive.

The proposed amendment as recommended by the Historic District Study Committee and prepared by 
the City Attorney, are considered to be appropriate and recommended for City Council approval. 
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FUNDING: N/A 
 
Attachments: 1. Report from the Historic District Study Committee dated January 6, 2016

2. Communication from Paul Welch of the Portage Planning Commission
3. Ordinance Amendment
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City of Portage, Michigan 
Historic District Study Committee 

 
Historic District Modification 

Train Barn 
10234 East Shore Drive 

Portage, Michigan  49002 
 

Final Report 
January 6, 2016 

 
Introduction 
Property addressed as 10234 East Shore Drive and commonly known as the Train Barn is a 
historic district in the City of Portage.  A request from Mr. & Mrs. Seth E. and Margaret Giem, 
owners of the property, to remove a portion of the property from this historic district was 
received by the Historic District Commission on September 2, 2015.  The owners have proposed 
that an approximate 1.17 acre (split into two parcels) piece of property at the south end of 10234 
East Shore Drive be removed from the historic district.   
 
On September 25, 2007, the Portage City Council appointed the Historic District Commission as 
a standing Historic District Study Committee (HDSC).  The HDSC is charged with review and 
recommendation for the requested Historic District Modification at 10234 East Shore Drive 
(Train Barn). 
  
The Charge of the Committee 
The committee is charged with reviewing the request and acting as set out in Public Act 169 of 
1970.  Specifically, the HDSC must: 
 
1. Conduct a photographic inventory of resources within the existing historic district. 
2. Conduct basic research of the historic district and the historic resources located within the 

district. 
3. Determine the total number of historic and non-historic resources within the historic district 

and the percentage of historic resources of that total.  In evaluating the significance of 
historic resources, the committee shall be guided by the selection criteria for evaluation 
issued by the United States secretary of the interior for inclusion of resources in the national 
register of historic places. 

4. Prepare a preliminary report that addresses at a minimum all of the following: 
a. The charge of the committee. 
b. The composition of the committee membership. 
c. The historic district studied. 
d. The boundaries for the historic district in writing and on maps. 
e. The history of the historic district. 
f. The significance of the district as a whole, as well as a sufficient number of its 

individual resources to fully represent the variety of resources found within the 
district, relative to the evaluation criteria. 
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5. Transmit copies of the preliminary report for review and recommendation to the Portage 
Planning Commission, to the Michigan historical commission and to the state historic 
preservation review board. 

6. Make copies of the preliminary report available to the public. 
7. Hold a public hearing not less than 60 days after the transmittal of the preliminary report. 
8. Following the public hearing, prepare and submit a final report with its recommendations and 

the recommendations, if any, of the Portage Planning Commission to the City Council.  If the 
recommendation is to modify the historic district, the final report must include a draft of a 
proposed ordinance. 

 
The Composition of Committee Membership 
Voting Members 

The HDSC is comprised of members of the Portage Historic District Commission: Mark Reile, 
Suzanne Nemeth, Christine Broberg, Russell Randall, Katie VanLonkhuyzen, James Ebert, Fred 
Grunert, Jessie Duniphin, Martha Deming Maytnier and Collin Forrest. 

  
Non-Voting Participants 
City of Portage Liaison: Erica Eklov 
 
Historic District Studied 
Property Address: 10234 East Shore Drive.  This property is commonly referred to as the Train 
Barn. 

Parcel ID No.:  00036-020-B 

On September 30, 2015, Suzanne Nemeth, Fred Grunert and Mark Reile visited the property to 
walk it and photograph the historic resources, which include the barn, outbuildings, house, 
woods and lake frontage.  Photographs were taken of the parcels proposed to be removed from 
the historic district, in context within existing boundaries and the street.  (See photographic 
attachments.) 

The 0.65 and 0.52 acre lot splits (total 1.17 acre parcel division) are approximately 12 feet from 
the existing historic resource known as the Train Barn.  The 0.65 acre parcel denoted as “Parcel 
B” includes the resources known as the Chicken Coop and Granary.  It is expected that the new 
owners of these parcels will build single-family, lakefront residences.  Future structures and lot 
developments have yet to be planned which would assist in determination of anticipated 
distance(s) from the remaining historic resources and screening with the remaining historic 
district. 
 
The Boundaries for the Historic District in Writing and on Maps 
The description of the current historic district is: 

THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWN 3 SOUTH, RANGE 11 WEST EXCEPT 
THE SOUTH HALF OF THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER THEREOF. 
 
THE NORTH HALF OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWN 3 
SOUTH, RANGE 11 WEST. 
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THAT PORTION OF THE SOUTH HALF OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 36, TOWN 3 SOUTH, RANGE 11 WEST LYING EASTERLY OF THE FORMER WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF THE GRAND RAPIDS AND INDIANA RAILROAD COMPANY. 
 
THE SOUTH HALF OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWN 3 SOUTH, RANGE 11 WEST 
EXCEPT: PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWN 3 SOUTH, RANGE 11 WEST, CITY OF 
PORTAGE, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, DESCRIBED AS:  COMMENCING AT THE SOUTH QUARTER 
POST OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 00’ 00” EAST ON THE NORTH AND SOUTH 
QUARTER LINE OF SAID SECTION 36 A DISTANCE OF 2,640.06 FEET TO THE CENTER OF SAID SECTION 36; 
THENCE CONTINUING NORTH 00 DEGREES 00’ 00” EAST ON SAID NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER LINE 
619.52 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE LAND HEREIN DESCRIBED; THENCE CONTINUING 
NORTH 00 DEGREES 00’ 00” EAST ON SAID NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER LINE 105.34 FEET TO THE 
CENTERLINE OF THE AUSTIN LAKE OUTLET CHANNEL; THENCE SOUTH 37 DEGREES 41’ 59” EAST ON SAID 
CENTERLINE 88.33 FEET TO THE NORTH EDGE OF PAVEMENT ON EAST SHORE DRIVE; THENCE SOUTH 56 
DEGREES 15’ 14” WEST 52.19 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 1, SUNNY HEIGHTS, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN LIBER 11 OF PLATS, PAGE 23, KALAMAZOO COUNTY RECORDS; 
THENCE SOUTH 58 DEGREES 41’ 43” WEST (RECORDED AS SOUTH 57 DEGREES 49’ WEST) ON THE 
SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 1 A DISTANCE OF 12.43 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.  ALSO EXCEPT 
PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWN 3 SOUTH, RANGE 11 WEST, CITY OF 
PORTAGE, KALAMAZOO COUNTY MICHIGAN, DESCRIBED AS: COMMENCING AT THE SOUTH QUARTER 
POST OF SAID SECTION 36, THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 00’ 00” EAST ON THE NORTH AND SOUTH 
QUARTER LINE OF SAID SECTION 36 A DISTANCE OF 2,640.06 FEET TO THE CENTER OF SAID SECTION 36; 
THENCE CONTINUING NORTH 00 DEGREES 00’ 00” EAST ON SAID NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER LINE 
619.52 FEET TO THE SOUTHEASTERLY LINE OF LOT 1, SUNNY HEIGHTS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF AS RECORDED IN LIBER 11 OF PLATS, PAGE 23, KALAMAZOO COUNTY RECORDS; THENCE 
NORTH 58 DEGREES 41’ 43” EAST (RECORDED AS NORTH 57 DEGREES 49’ EAST) ON THE SOUTHEASTERLY 
LINE OF SAID LOT 1 A DISTANCE OF 12.43 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 1; THENCE 
NORTH 56 DEGREES 15’ 14” EAST 52.19 FEET TO A POINT ON THE NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT OF 
EAST SHORE DRIVE AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE LAND HEREIN DESCRIBED; THENCE NORTH 37 
DEGREES 41’ 59” WEST ON THE CENTERLINE OF THE AUSTIN LAKE OUTLET CHANNEL 88.33 FEET TO SAID 
NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER LINE; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 00’ 00” EAST ON SAID NORTH AND 
SOUTH QUARTER LINE 43.88 FEET TO AN INTERMEDIATE TRAVERSE LINE; THENCE NORTH 42 DEGREES 30’ 
58” EAST ON SAID INTERMEDIATE TRAVERSE LINE 172.13 FEET TO A MEANDER CORNER; THENCE SOUTH 
46 DEGREES 20’ 20” EAST 156.64 FEET TO THE NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT OF SAID EAST SHORE 
DRIVE; THENCE SOUTH 52 DEGREES 58’ 04” WEST 220.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.  ALSO ALL 
THAT LAND LYING BETWEEN SAID INTERMEDIATE TRAVERSE LINE, THE NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER 
LINE OF SAID SECTION 36 EXTENDED TO THE WATER’S EDGE OF AUSTIN LAKE, THE WATER’S EDGE OF 
AUSTIN LAKE AND A LINE EXTENDING NORTH 46 DEGREES 20’ 20” WEST FROM SAID MEANDER CORNER. 

 
The new legal description of the proposed modified district (approximately): 
 

PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 11 WEST, CITY OF 
PORTAGE, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, DESCRIBED AS:  COMMENCING AT THE SOUTH QUARTER 
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE NORTH 00° 00' 00" EAST ON THE NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER 
LINE OF SAID SECTION 36 A DISTANCE OF 2640.06 FEET TO THE CENTER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE 
CONTINUING NORTH 00° 00' 00" EAST ON SAID NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER LINE 619.52 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHEASTERLY LINE OF LOT 1, SUNNY HEIGHTS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN 
LIBER 11 OF PLATS, PAGE 23, KALAMAZOO COUNTY RECORDS; THENCE NORTH 58° 41' 43" EAST (PLATTED 
AS NORTH 57° 49' EAST) ON SAID SOUTHEASTERLY LINE 12.43 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID 
LOT 1; THENCE NORTH 56° 15' 14" EAST ON THE NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT OF EAST SHORE DRIVE 
52.19 FEET; THENCE NORTH 52° 58' 04" EAST ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT 220.00 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 52° 34' 03" EAST ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT 223.84 FEET; THENCE 
NORTHEASTERLY 63.16 FEET ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT AND ON A 500.00 FOOT RADIUS 
CURVE TO THE LEFT WHOSE CHORD BEARS NORTH 47° 37' 34" EAST 63.12 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING OF THE LAND HEREIN DESCRIBED; THENCE NORTH 58° 53' 12" WEST 232.80 FEET TO MEANDER 
CORNER "C"; THENCE NORTH 18° 59' 52" EAST ON A MEANDER LINE 258.41 FEET TO THE NORTH LINE OF 
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THE SOUTH HALF OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE SOUTH 89° 57' 20" EAST 
ON SAID NORTH LINE 349.98 FEET TO SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT; THENCE SOUTH 30° 55' 35" 
WEST ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT 231.03 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 31° 39' 46" WEST ON SAID 
NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT 93.38 FEET; THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY 109.83 FEET ON SAID 
NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT AND ON A 500.00 FOOT RADIUS CURVE TO THE RIGHT WHOSE CHORD 
BEARS SOUTH 37° 42' 52" WEST 109.61 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. ALSO ALL THAT LAND LYING 
BETWEEN SAID MEANDER LINE, THE WATER'S EDGE OF AUSTIN LAKE, A LINE EXTENDING NORTH 58° 53' 
12" WEST FROM SAID MEANDER CORNER "C", AND THE NORTH LINE OF THE SOUTH HALF OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 36. CONTAINING 2.28 ACRES MORE OR LESS. SUBJECT TO ANY 
AND ALL EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD OR OTHERWISE. SUBJECT TO ANY FACTS WHICH 
MAY BE DISCLOSED IN A FULL AND ACCURATE TITLE SEARCH TO DATE. ASSUMED THE NORTH AND 
SOUTH QUARTER LINE OF SAID SECTION 36 TO BEAR NORTH 00° 00' 00" EAST. 

 
 
The legal descriptions of the two parcels to be removed from the district (approximately): 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION - PARCEL "A": 
PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 11 WEST, CITY OF 
PORTAGE, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, DESCRIBED AS:  COMMENCING AT THE SOUTH QUARTER 
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE NORTH 00° 00' 00" EAST ON THE NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER 
LINE OF SAID SECTION 36 A DISTANCE OF 2640.06 FEET TO THE CENTER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE 
CONTINUING NORTH 00° 00' 00" EAST ON SAID NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER LINE 619.52 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHEASTERLY LINE OF LOT 1, SUNNY HEIGHTS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN 
LIBER 11 OF PLATS, PAGE 23, KALAMAZOO COUNTY RECORDS; THENCE NORTH 58° 41' 43" EAST (PLATTED 
AS NORTH 57° 49' EAST) ON SAID SOUTHEASTERLY LINE 12.43 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID 
LOT 1; THENCE NORTH 56° 15' 14" EAST ON THE NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT OF EAST SHORE DRIVE 
52.19 FEET; THENCE NORTH 52° 58' 04" EAST ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT 220.00 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE LAND HEREIN DESCRIBED; THENCE NORTH 46° 20' 20" WEST 156.64 
FEET TO MEANDER CORNER "A"; THENCE NORTH 45° 43' 24" EAST ON A MEANDER LINE 117.49 FEET TO 
MEANDER CORNER "B"; THENCE SOUTH 54° 26' 09" EAST 176.46 FEET TO SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF 
PAVEMENT; THENCE SOUTH 52° 34' 03" WEST ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT 144.00 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING. ALSO ALL THAT LAND LYING BETWEEN SAID MEANDER LINE, THE WATER'S 
EDGE OF AUSTIN LAKE, A LINE EXTENDING NORTH 46° 20' 20" WEST FROM SAID MEANDER CORNER "A", 
AND A LINE EXTENDING NORTH 54° 26' 09" WEST FROM SAID MEANDER CORNER "B". CONTAINING 0.52 OF 
AN ACRE MORE OR LESS. SUBJECT TO ANY AND ALL EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD OR 
OTHERWISE. SUBJECT TO ANY FACTS WHICH MAY BE DISCLOSED IN A FULL AND ACCURATE TITLE 
SEARCH. 

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION - PARCEL "B": 
PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 11 WEST, CITY OF 
PORTAGE, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, DESCRIBED AS:  COMMENCING AT THE SOUTH QUARTER 
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE NORTH 00° 00' 00" EAST ON THE NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER 
LINE OF SAID SECTION 36 A DISTANCE OF 2640.06 FEET TO THE CENTER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE 
CONTINUING NORTH 00° 00' 00" EAST ON SAID NORTH AND SOUTH QUARTER LINE 619.52 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHEASTERLY LINE OF LOT 1, SUNNY HEIGHTS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN 
LIBER 11 OF PLATS, PAGE 23, KALAMAZOO COUNTY RECORDS; THENCE NORTH 58° 41' 43" EAST (PLATTED 
AS NORTH 57° 49' EAST) ON SAID SOUTHEASTERLY LINE 12.43 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID 
LOT 1; THENCE NORTH 56° 15' 14" EAST ON THE NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT OF EAST SHORE DRIVE 
52.19 FEET; THENCE NORTH 52° 58' 04" EAST ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT 220.00 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 52° 34' 03" EAST ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT 144.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING OF THE LAND HEREIN DESCRIBED; THENCE NORTH 54° 26' 09" WEST 176.46 FEET TO MEANDER 
CORNER "B"; THENCE NORTH 26° 31' 24" EAST ON A MEANDER LINE 121.54 FEET TO MEANDER CORNER 
"C"; THENCE SOUTH 58° 53' 12" EAST 232.80 FEET TO SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT; THENCE 
SOUTHWESTERLY 63.16 FEET ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT AND ON A 500.00 FOOT RADIUS 
CURVE TO THE RIGHT WHOSE CHORD BEARS SOUTH 47° 37' 34" WEST 63.12 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 52° 34' 
03" WEST ON SAID NORTHERLY EDGE OF PAVEMENT 79.84 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
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ALSO ALL THAT LAND LYING BETWEEN SAID MEANDER LINE, THE WATER'S EDGE OF AUSTIN LAKE, A LINE 
EXTENDING NORTH 54° 26' 09" WEST FROM SAID MEANDER CORNER "B", AND A LINE EXTENDING NORTH 
58° 53' 12" WEST FROM SAID MEANDER CORNER "C".  CONTAINING 0.65 OF AN ACRE MORE OR LESS. 
SUBJECT TO A 15.00 FOOT WIDE BUILDING RESTRICTION LYING ADJACENT TO AND PARALLEL WITH THE 
NORTHEASTERLY LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL.  SUBJECT TO ANY AND ALL EASEMENTS AND 
RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD OR OTHERWISE.  SUBJECT TO ANY FACTS WHICH MAY BE DISCLOSED IN A 
FULL AND ACCURATE TITLE SEARCH. 
 
 

The History of the Historic District 
“This 150 acre property on Austin Lake, in the southeastern corner of the city, has been in the 
Giem family since 1889, and is a Michigan Centennial Farm.  The original farmhouse, purchased 
by Albert Giem, is gone but the barn complex is noteworthy.  The oldest barn was built in 1922 
by Albert’s son, Frank, and grandson, Seth Sr. The turn of the century silo and windmill were 
moved here from Battle Creek in the 1960s by Albert’s great-grandson, Seth Jr. and his wife Peg.  
Also on the property is a charming Dutch Colonial playhouse built in 1934 as a ‘model home’.  
The buildings, used as a showroom for model trains, are called the Train Barn.”  (Taken from 
Where the Trails Crossed.) 

 
“In 1973, Seth and Peg started the business known as The Train Barn; now well known in the 
area and indeed, to model railroad enthusiasts, throughout the United States. The Train Barn has 
been featured in a number of articles in national magazines such as Classic Toy Trains, Lionel's 
Greatest Layouts (Volume 11)…” as well as the national PBS television series Tracks Ahead, 
episode 13 (Taken from a family history publication at the September 14, 2015 funeral of Seth 
Giem, II).  
 
The Significance of the District 
The Train Barn and select adjacent outbuildings are historically significant to preserve per the 
above description.  It is also important to preserve the rural, natural setting of their location.  The 
proposed removal of these parcels from the historic district will have a significant contextual 
impact on the historic resources if a sufficient “buffer” cannot be secured between what is 
denoted as the “remainder parcel” and proposed Parcel B. Further, the additional outbuildings 
known as the Granary and Chicken Coop currently located south of the Train Barn will be 
removed from the district if left to split with Parcel B.  The property at 10234 East Shore is 
significant for its sustained agricultural buildings, unique barn construction and long-standing 
family ownership.  Further, in light of this historic ownership, as well as a dedicated stewardship 
of the property, Seth E. Giem was named the 2008 recipient of the Portage Historic District 
Preservation Award.   
 
Recommendation 
Following the study of the Historic District at 10234 East Shore Drive, it is recommended that 
the request from Mrs. Margaret Giem (Seth E. Giem II passed September 11, 2015), property 
owner, to modify the Historic District be APPROVED.  The HDSC also made the following 
recommendations: a) the current property owner consider inclusion of a deed restriction in the 
sale of Parcel B that no structure be constructed within 15 feet of the north property boundary 
(buffer for existing Train Barn); b) that efforts be made to preserve the existing trees along the 
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entire north property line within the proposed buffer, and; c) that the current property owner 
potentially relocate the original circa 1890 portion of the Granary structure from what will be 
known as Parcel B to the southern part of the remainder parcel prior to the final land split in an 
effort to preserve this significant outbuilding.  Records indicate this structure has been previously 
relocated on the property as least once.  As such, additional relocation is not considered 
detrimental.  The outbuilding known as the Chicken Coop was constructed by the current owners 
within the last 50 years and is not considered intrinsic to the property as a whole.    

The Planning Commission reviewed the HDSC Preliminary Report during its November 5, 2015 
meeting.  The Planning Commission unanimously voted to support the proposed modification. 
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Small “Model” House
View  - West toward lake

Original “Granary” (left ) & Chicken Coop (right)
View - South
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Original “Granery”
View – from lake toward South East

Approx. location of property line between Remainder Parcel (left) & Parcel “B”(right)
View – from lake towards East

(74)          



Wood Framed Chicken Coop
View – from lake toward South East

Approx. location of property line between Remainder Property (Train Barn – left) and 
Parcel “B” (Granary – Right)

View – from lake toward East
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Train Barn on Remainder Parcel
View- from lake toward East

(West side of Barn)

View of Concord Pine that marks original 
location of Wood Frame Chicken Coop
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Approx. location of property line between Train Barn (left
And Granary (Right)

View – from lake toward East

Granary and Chicken Coop
View – from lake toward East
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Wood Frame Chicken Coop
View – South (North side of Coop)

Approx. location of property line between Remainder Parcel (Right)
And Parcel “B” (Left)

Line Runs between the tree and the dock “pallet”
View - West
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Approx. location of property line between Parcel “B” (Left) 
and Parcel “A” (Right)

View - East

Approx. location of property line between Parcel “B” (Left) 
and Parcel “A” (Right)

View - East
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View of Parcel “A” toward South West View of Parcel “A” toward South
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View of Parcel “A” - South View of Parcel “A” – South West
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View of Parcel “A” – more South West 
toward lake

View of grade change – Parcel “A”
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Approx. property line location between Parcel “B”
and Parcel “A”

View - East

View from Parcel “A” toward Parcel “B”
View – East
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View of “dock” pallets - North
View of lake at property line of Parcel “B”(Right)

and Parcel “A”(Left)
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South side of Granary South side of Chicken Coop
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South side of Granary
View of Train Barn from between Chicken Coop (Left)

And Granary (Right)
View – North - East
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View North toward Train Barn

Grade change from Parcel “B” toward lake
View – South - West
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View from Parcel “B” toward lake
View - West

View North toward Granary
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View of Train Barn from lake toward East

View of Train Barn from lake toward North - East
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Approx. location of property line from street side toward lake
View – West

Granary on left, Train Barn on Right

Approx. location of property line from street side toward lake
View - West
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Parcel “B” on left and Remainder Parcel on Right
View – West from Street side

Approx. location of property line between Parcel “B” (Left) 
and Parcel “A” (Right)

View - East
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View from Street toward Train Barn
View – more North - West

Train Barn from Street
View – North - West
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View of Parcel “B” from Street
View – South - West

Approx. location of property line of Parcel “B”(Right)
and Parcel “A”(Left)

View – West towards lake
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Approx. location of property line of Parcel “B”(Right)
and Parcel “A”(Left)

View – West towards lake

Approx. location of property line of Parcel “B”(Right)
and Parcel “A”(Left)

View – West towards lake
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View from Street of Parcel “A” toward lake Michigan Centennial Farm
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Michigan Centennial Farm Train Barn view south from Remainder Parcel
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1922 Portage Historic District

North Entrance to Train Barn on Remainder Parcel
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.5.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: South Central Bikeway Non-Motorized Path Construction
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Kendall Klingelsmith, Director of Parks, Recreation and Senior 
Citizen Services
W. Christopher Barnes, Director of Transportation and Utilities

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council:

1. approve Contract 15-5557 between the Michigan 
Department of Transportation and the City of Portage for 
non-motorized path construction from Osterhout Avenue 
to Portage Industrial Drive; 

2. adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign 
Contract 15-5557; 

3. approve a contract amendment with O’Boyle, Cowell, 
Blaylock and Associates, Inc. for construction 
administration services at a cost not to exceed 
$79,927.60; and 

authorize the City Manager to sign all other documents related 
to these projects on behalf of the city.

 
In 2011, the City of Portage was fortunate to receive the generous gift of 123 acres of land, adjacent to 
the Bishop’s Bog Preserve, from Linda Eliason in memory of her husband David. The intent of the 
land donation is to create a nature preserve with passive recreational opportunities, which includes a 
non-motorized path.

The Eliason Nature Reserve provides additional recreation opportunities and preserves important 
natural features and open space for the community. A coordinated approach is necessary to ensure that 
the park property is developed according to the master plan, which is designed in a three phase 
approach. Construction of the paved path, known as the South Central Portage Bikeway, is the last 
element in Phase One and the remaining link necessary to create a continuous non-motorized trail from 
the Portage/Kalamazoo city limit at Kilgore Road south to Osterhout Avenue, a distance of over six 
miles.

The City of Portage was approved for federal funding under the Transportation Alternatives Program 
(TAP) for completion of the 10-foot wide path that will extend 8,270 feet. This will also include a 200-
foot boardwalk section through a lowland area of the Eliason Nature Reserve with both pathways 
designed to American Association of Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and 
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South Central Bikeway Non-Motorized Path Construction
Page 2 of 2

accessibility standards.

It has been the policy of the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) over the years to submit 
cost sharing agreements to local municipalities once the project has been advertised for construction 
bids. This project was bid on January 8, 2016. MDOT cannot award a construction contract without a 
signed cost sharing agreement from the local municipality. The estimated construction cost of the 
project is $627,000 of which $375,000 is Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funds. The city 
share of the project cost is estimated at $325,000 which will be funded through the FY 2014-15 CIP. In 
the event that the awarded construction costs are greater than the estimates included in this cost sharing 
agreement, a budget amendment may be processed to obligate the appropriate local share funds.

On January 6, 2015, City Council awarded a professional engineering design contract to O’Boyle, 
Cowell, Blaylock & Associates (OCBA) for design engineering of the trail project. As a requirement 
from the Michigan Department of Transportation, the local municipality perform all construction 
administration tasks which include construction staking and inspection, material testing and other 
administrative tasks to ensure the project is completed and functioning as intended. City 
Administration requested a proposal from OCBA to perform the necessary services. The submitted 
cost of $79,927.60 is reasonable for the highly technical work involved.

Therefore, it is recommended that City Council approve Contract 15-5557 between MDOT and the 
City of Portage for non-motorized path construction from Osterhout Avenue to Portage Industrial 
Drive, adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign Contract 15-5557, approve a contract 
amendment with OBCA for construction administration services at a cost not to exceed $79,927.60 
and authorize the City Manager to sign all documents related to the project on behalf of the city. 
 
FUNDING: Fiscal Year 2014-2015 CIP funds. 
 
Attachments: 1. Resolution for Contract 15-5557
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.6.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: William Furry, Finance Director
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: That City Council accept the Comprehensive Annual Financial 

Report (CAFR) for fiscal year ended June 30, 2015.
 
The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for fiscal year ended June 30, 2015 has been completed 
and filed as required by state statute.  The city again received a clean opinion from auditors Rehmann 
Robson.  A "clean" opinion means the auditors believe the financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the respective financial position of the government as of the audit date.

Spending of federal funds in excess of $500,000 required a "single audit" per the federal Office of 
Management and Budget Circular A-133.  The result of the "single audit" was also a clean opinion. 

Highlights from the report include:

 General Fund net change in the fund balance was $1,062,044, slightly higher than earlier 
estimates;

 Total overall debt was $77,530,000, down $4,800,000 from the prior year;
 The defined benefit pension plan is 96% funded, and the plans for Other Post-Employment 

Benefits (OPEB) continue with a net asset, not a net liability as in many other cities.

Bound copies of the 2015 CAFR are presented to City Council, together with the Independent 
Auditors' Communication With Those Charged With Governance. 

The CAFR will also be posted for public viewing on the city's website, on the Finance Department's 
page.

 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
Attachments: 1. N/A
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM F.7.
JANUARY 12, 2016

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM: Laurence Shaffer, City Manager
 

SUBJECT: January 22, 2016 City Council Goal Setting Retreat Updates
 

SUPPORTING PERSONNEL: Rob Boulis, Deputy City Manager
 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: Information Only
 
The annual City Council Goal Setting Session has been set for Friday, January 22 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at The Oaklands on the campus of Western Michigan University.

Following review of the initial Retreat agenda, two additional items of business were added to the 
afternoon segment.  A revised Retreat agenda, with the new items denoted in red, is attached for the 
information of City Council.

 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
Attachments: 1. Revised Agenda
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City of Portage
Annual Retreat

January 22, 2016 
AGENDA

•   Meeting Purpose, Objectives, Agenda                                      

•   Hi-level Review Citizen Survey (Dr. David Hartmann)            

•  “State of the City” (Larry Shaffer)                                                      

•  “Business” Perspective (Ron Kitchens)                      

•   City of Portage Current Assessment (SWOT)                           

AM

PM

9:00 Start

5:00 End

•  Review & Prioritize the Current Assessment
•  Review  & Adjust our 2014- 2015 Strategic Map

ü  Central Challenge
ü  Strategic Priorities

•  Establish key Objectives for 2016 – 2017
•  Identifying and prioritizing City Council specific topics 

ü Committee of the Whole meetings

•  Establish City Council process for identifying and prioritizing new
initiatives

•  Establish pre-council meeting process/rules
•  Open Citizen Forum

 Lunch

Break

Break
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  Enclosure V.1.a 

  December 7, 2015 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING REVISED MINUTES 

 

November 23, 2015 

 

The regular business meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on 

Monday, November 23, 2015, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Van Antwerp in 

Conference Room 1 at the Administration Building, 8107 Mustang Drive.  He welcomed an audience 

of 12 people; all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Kurt Droppers, Rusty Rathburn, Celeste Shelton-Harris, Bo Snyder, 

Randy Van Antwerp and Joanne Willson 

 

Board Members Absent:  Terri Novaria 

 

REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Willson, seconded by Dr. Shelton-Harris, that the Board of Education 

approve the agenda as printed. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report.  Superintendent Bielang reported on the following: fall count totals have 

been submitted to the State; the District received applications from six architectural firms 

(c2ae/Stantec; GMB; Perkins & Will Progressive; Kingscott; TowerPinkster; and TMP Architecture) 

and five construction manager firms (CSM Group Christman; Miller Davis; Owen Ames Kimball; 

Skillman; and avb Triangle) in response to the Request For Proposals and interviews will be 

conducted; he thanked the Educational Specifications Committee noting they have completed their 

work which will be processed and presented by the end of the year.  This information will also be 

shared with and utilized by the architects when designing the middle schools.  Superintendent Bielang 

noted the District is close to naming a Bond underwriter as well.  He wished a Happy Thanksgiving 

and safe travels to all. 

 

Secondary Music Programs.  Mr. Michael Huber, Director of Curriculum, introduced Mrs. Rennee 

Flynn, Secondary Music Team Leader and Band Teacher at Central High and Central Middle School; 

Mr. Pat Flynn, Central High School Band Teacher; Mr. Robert Jordan, North Middle and Central High 

School Vocal Music Teacher and Mr. Josh Bartz, Music Department Chair and Band Teacher at 

Northern High School.  Mrs. Flynn, Mr. Flynn, Mr. Jordan and Mr. Bartz shared a presentation on all 

secondary music programs in the District.  Superintendent Bielang and all Trustees complimented and 

thanked the Directors for their successful competitions, leadership and teamwork. 

 

Financial Report, Monthly Financial Statement.  Mrs. Karla Colestock, Director of Finance, shared 

the financial report for the four month period ending October 31, 2015. 
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Financial Report, 2014/2015 Audit Presentation.  Mrs. Colestock shared highlights of the 2014/15 

Audit and introduced Mrs. Kristin Hoogerwerf, an Auditor from Rehmann.  Mrs. Hoogerwerf provided 

details on the 2014/15 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, Single Audit Act Compliance Report, 

and Management Letter.  Several Trustees recognized and thanked Mrs. Karla Colestock and her staff 

for their outstanding efforts on the District finances. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Van Antwerp opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if 

there were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board.  Seeing no one come forward, President 

Van Antwerp opened the floor for Trustee comments. 

 

Mr. Snyder offered Happy Thanksgiving wishes to all. 

 

Mr. Rathburn shared news of the successful Breadlift event last weekend, noting Northern High and 

Central High exceeded their fundraising goal of over $20,000 for The March of Dimes.  He offered 

accolades to all involved with the production of All Shook Up at Northern High School. 

 

Mrs. Willson informed the audience the annual Varsity Ice Hockey Classic game between Central and 

Northern High Schools will take place on Monday, December 7 at 6:30 p.m. at Wings Stadium.  She 

also offered Thanksgiving wishes to all. 

 

President Van Antwerp shared observations from attending the Educational Specifications Committee 

meetings and commented on the Committee’s comprehensive look at the future of middle school 

education.  President Van Antwerp thanked staff for their support of those less fortunate this holiday 

season. 

 

President Van Antwerp announced the Board Policy Committee plans to meet on Tuesday, December 

1. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

President Van Antwerp presented the following Consent Agenda items for approval by the 

Board of Education: The minutes of the October 26, 2015, Regular Business Meeting and the 

November 9, 2015 Committee of the Whole Work Session. 

 

There being no objections, motion carried unanimously. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Snyder, seconded by Mr. Rathburn, that the Board of Education adopt 

the Resolution that authorizes the Portage Public Schools to continue summer tax collections in 

2016, as presented.   

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees voted in favor of the motion. 
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Motion offered by Mrs. Willson, seconded by Mr. Snyder, that the Board of Education accept the 

2014/2015 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, Single Audit Act Compliance Report, and 

Management Letter, as presented. 

 

Trustees thanked Mrs. Colestock and the Business Office staff for their efforts on the successful audit. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 
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Parks Board Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday January 6, 2016 

 

 

Board Present: Susan Atkinson, Marshall Cammack, Tim Earl, Emily Hirschman, 

Kathleen Hoyle, Jon Peer, Roger Smith, Charles Thomas, Jan Whitcomb 

Kendall Klingelsmith - Director of Parks, Recreation, and Senior Center Services 

Molly Ryan - Student Member 

Board Absent: N/A 

Excused Absence: N/A 

Guests: 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kathleen Hoyle at 6:30 p.m. in Stuart Manor. 

Student member introduction. Introduction of board members.  

 

Minutes from December’s meeting were distributed and reviewed. Mr. Peer motioned for 

approval of minutes, seconded by Mr. Whitcomb. Motion approved. 

Updates to the minutes: Jan Whitcomb was present, Tim Earl (sp) 
 

New Business: 

 

 1) Department Update: Mr. Klingelsmith notes budget reviews are upcoming. New gate 

at Celery Flats, updating to more mechanically sound equipment. Upgrades at Ramona in place, 

currently working on interior part, creating family bathroom and changing room. Trying to make 

the outside more aesthetically appealing. Eventually working on a rental house to have open dur-

ing the summer hours. Plans to trench for fiber optic placement and wifi availability along Celery 

Flats trail. Still working on ice rink plans at this time. Had record day on Saturday. Still running 

in to troubles with winter weather situation. Dog park remains in plan for the upcoming Spring in 

South Westnedge park. There is a 3 foot drop remaining at Lexington per Mr. Peer, Mr. 

Klingelsmith to check on this. 

 

 2) Friends Group Update: 

  a. Newsletter: Mr. Thomas has a template ready. Ms. Hoyle would like to have 

one ready to go by March and will post on Facebook - question feature on Ramona Friends 

group and upcoming events. Every member to send in one topic as ideas for Mr. Thomas to add 

to upcoming newsletter. Ms. Hoyle to send Calendar of Events, to place in newsletter. 

  b. Attorney: Mr. Klingelsmith notes that due to Friends Group being managed by 

a group that is not related to the city, we can find our own council. Ms. Hoyle to bring quotes to 

next meeting.  

  c. Facebook: Mr. Peer emailed Facebook stats. Continuing to have increase in 

“likes.” Mr. Peer was able to change the name of the Page. It is now: Friends of the Parks - Por-

tage, MI. Awaiting approval on URL change through Facebook administration. 

  d. Coordinator Roles: Ms. Hoyle to email out template. Need to plan what our 

roles are and what we are planning to start working on. Should accomplish this task by early 

April/May. Focus is on promoting Friends of the Park and increasing memberships. 
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3) Recycled Art in the Park 2016 - Ms. Hoyle notes that she already has three people 

interested in participating in this year’s events. Plans to get first wave of applications out 

and press release out. Will need to pay attention to upcoming grant deadline dates. Ms. 

Hoyle and Ms. Atkinson to meet and start planning. Documents to be placed on Facebook 

page by Mr. Peer. Will continue to reach out to as many artists as able to increase diver-

sity in the event. Ms. Whitcomb notes possibility of opening up a separate category for 

students/young children if numbers continue to grow. Possibility of several categories 

and separate prize money. Ms. Ryan notes that most high school students may like to 

compete at the adult level - possibly have the option to compete in one or the other. This 

year, will add optional Junior category: up to 15 year olds. Provide a junior prize. Provide 

participating certificates to younger participants. Discussion of how to do public choice 

options - Mr. Peer & Mr. Earl will continue to look into best option with Pam. Public 

choice to be ended the following Friday at 5pm. Set up this year will be on Friday, event 

on Saturday, voting until following Friday, art to be picked up on that following Sunday. 

 

 

4) Celery Flats Music Fest 2016 - Mr. Earl & Ms. Hirschman to co-chair event. Tenta-

tive date of July 10th. Mr. Earl spoke with Mr. Speeter from KFO regarding dates.  Plan-

ning to apply for grants from Gilmore Foundation. Information needed in kind costs from 

the city, what Friends of Park do with the donation. KFO is a 501c3. We have applied for 

this grant in the past through the city. Will plan to do again this year, either through the 

Parks Board or under the umbrella of a Parks & Recreation broad grant. Instead of having 

him also apply for grant, to have him give us a budget for performers and other costs that 

need to be covered. Ms. Hoyle to continue to work with Arts Council on promoting. 

Committee plans to have first meeting with KFO in February. 

 

 

5) Calendar of Events: Ms. Hoyle to email Calendar of Events and will send to Peggy at 

the City for further updates. 

Summary Report: 

• Review given by Mr. Klingelsmith. Traditional Holiday event went well, over 1,000 par-

ticipants. Ms. Whitcomb notes adequate help. A complaint was made about not having 

enough open bathrooms. Mr. Klingelsmith notes some changes in layout will be looked at 

for next year’s event to make everything more accessible. 

 

Comments from the Board: 

• Mr. Peer brought up idea of having future meeting at Parks office. Plan is to have meeting 

there in March. 

• Ms. Hoyle notes goals need to be reviewed and submitted in March by Mr. Klingelsmith. 

Send any updates/changes to Ms. Hoyle. Notes this would be a good place to add a new 

event if needed. Will discuss future plan of Get Active at February meeting. 
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• Mr. Thomas notes idea of interview with new Parks & Recreation Director, “Coffee with 

Kendall”, article in the upcoming newsletter. 

 

Adjournment: Motion was made by Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Peer. Motion 

approved, meeting adjourned at 7:35pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Emily Hirschman, Park Board Secretary 
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